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WIinheris..: 
matics The GP stars always looks forward to the end-of-the-season 
* Brazilian GP, but not because of the racing. It is here that the 
“+ «riders have the tough job of judging the Miss Brazilian GP 
_» pageant. This year's event was won by a familiar face — Randy 
_* Mamola, Miss Brazilian GP 1989! Photo by Patrick Gosling. 


% Bubba's hack! 


Only nine months after his horrific post-U.S. GP crash at Laguna 
Seca, three-time AMA Grand National Champion Bubba Shobert 
was thinking seriously about returning to road racing. Shobert, who 
underwent a grueling rehabilitation to recover the use of his right 
side after suffering a brain injury in April, has been spending his: 
winter riding motocross bikes in an effort to regain the skills neces- 
sary to make a successful comeback. Photo by Paul Carruthers. 
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DDING BELLS 


Although Australian Wayne Gardner married his long- 

time girlfriend Donna Forbes in November, it wasn’t the 
only offer Wayne received in 1989. Scotsman Niall 
Mackenzie was rumored to have unsuccessfully courted Gardner during 
the Australian GP. Photos by Bernie McGuire and Paul Carruthers. 


ilt to the hilt 


Scotland's Niall Mackenzie broke out his tartan skirt for the 

British GP at Donington Park, and then turned in a solid per- 
formance to finish fourth. Rumors that Mackenzie wasn't wearing any 
panties went unresolved. Photo by Bernie McGuire: 


“The musical chairs that often preempt a Grand Prix 
4. season are sometimes even too much for the riders to 
Oe a! comprehend, and the 1988-89 off-season was no 
'=. . exception. Here, an astonished Wayne Gardner learns 
" ~ that Eddie Lawson has suddenly become a Rothmans 

Honda rider; meanwhile, Niall Mackenzie seems 
_ comfortable in Lawson's old Marlboro leathers while 
c. PF. Chili and Kevin Magee prepare to enjoy a second 
é year in the same colors. But just when you thought you 
4 could recognize your favorite GP stars by their leathers, 


Fi everything changes. In 1990, Lawson will not only get 
ts his Marlboro attire back from Mackenzie, but also his 
:: Yamaha; Kevin Schwantz will be wearing Wayne 
Rainey’s Lucky Strike leathers on his Suzuki next year as 

Rainey joins Lawson on Marlboro Yamahas; Gardner's 
costume stays the same as does his bike; Magee gets 

to keep the Lucky Strike leathers, but his bike changes 

to a Suzuki as he becomes Schwantz’ teammate; as for 
Chili and Mackenzie, who knows? The rumored Pepsi 
Honda team is apparently history. Whew . . .so many 
leathers, so little time. Photo by Pau! Carruthers. 
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BACK TO THE FUTURE 


Two-time World Champion Sito Pons celebrated his 100th Grand Prix” 
during the British GP at Donington Park. After wrapping up his second suc: 
cessive 250cc title, Pons tested a Honda NSRSOO in Brazil and wilt make ‘his’ 
return to the 500cc class in 1990; Pons rode a 500cc Suzuki for Roberto: 
Gallina in 1985 before switching to 250cc Hondas for the last four yom 
Photos by Bernie McGuire and Patrick Gosling. 
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here was only one thing wrong 

/ with Eddie Lawson's fourth 

World Championship. It came at the 

expense of his old teammate and long-time 
racing friend Wayne Rainey. 

The two Californians had it all wrapped 
up between them... and they both had 
poetic justice on their side. 

In Rainey’s case, it was a hard-nosed 
fairytale, of wilful self-motivated improve- 
ment in every aspect of racing, with a great 
dollop of aggression added in. The prize 
was a4 substantial mid-season title lead; but 
the story had a sting in its tail. 

For Eddie, the muses toyed with his switch 
from Honda to Yamaha, and his pre-season 
injuries, and came up with a fine and gritty 
yarn of obstinate refusal to succumb. Eddie 
had some good luck when the FIM took 
Rainey’s Spa victory away and gave it to 
him... but in the end he didn’t need any 
help to prove that he was the dominant force 
of the '80s, and one of the great champions. 


The three Americans - Eddie Lawson (1), 

Wayne Rainey (3) and Kevin Schwantz (34) were 
a dominant force in 1989; the trio combined 

to win 13 of the 15 500cc Grands Prix. 
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But although the two me n dominated the 
champions < 190: was the year of the 
Bia Three. Kevin Sct z won more GPs 
sf his fellow-American rivals, but 

fourth in the « hampionship 
while holding 4 


hree breakdowns 


than either 


after rashes (tw 
Tells ead) and t 
1 Championship road racing, out 

alent is not by tself enough 
was rather unexpected. The 1989 
up rather differently 


eason had shaped 

After an extraordinary winter of switches and 
offs occasioned by Eddie Lawson's 

the 15-round championship 


Japan in March with a galaxy of 


began In 


sn anunprecedented number of works 


talent 
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(Clockwise from left) Spain's Sito Pons had a masterfu 
season in ‘89, taking his second successive 250cc title 
in decimating fashion; 1989 saw Australia host its first 
ever motorcycle GP, and it turned out to be a thriller 
with a fairytale ending as Wayne Gardner (2) ended 
up a teary-eyed winner, 19-year-old Spaniard Alex 
Griville rode his JJ Cobas to the 125cc title, becomin 
the youngest-ever World Champion. 


we 
wh 
ba Nah 


"KAULNG CHAMPIONSHIP 


=| SWAN PREMIUM 500 ce 
SPFOTORCYCLE GRAND PRige@t 


bikes. There were no less than 13 riders on 
Japanese works V-fours, marshalled in small 
independent platoons within three 
regiments 

Honda had the largest force. The central 
body lay in two works teams: the official 
Rothmans-Honda works squad of Wayne 
Gardner and fellow Aussie Michael Doohan, 
after a meteoric rise through Australian and 
Japanese Superbike racing; and the unofficial 
works Rothmans-Kanemoto Honda team 
specially created for turncoat Eddie. 

Officially, this was a rent-a-racer team; 
although this was transparently untrue. The 
second-level team comprised of 250cc hot- 
shot Dominique Sarron sponsored by Elf, in 
his first 500 season; and good-looking Italian 
Pier-Francesco Chili, HB sponsored for his 
second V-four year. 

A third squad was an unlikely alliance 
between new sponsors Cabin (Japanese 
tobacco giants) and American Honda, 
fielding dirt track giant Bubba Shobert, raring 
to go GP racing. 

Bubba had a 1988 NSR Honda, a title- 
losing beast with a reputation for an excess 
of horsepower over handling; the rest had 
the 1989 version, revised rather than 
redesigned, with the emphasis on making 
the horsepower easier to use. Refinements 
to the single-crank V-four included an 
electronic control for the exhaust power 
valve - another step towards full electronic 
engine management, but proof of another 
year when the Holy Grail of electronic fuel 
injection would remain out of reach. 


With two World Champions (Gardner and 
Lawson), as well as the Number One plate 
that Eddie had won on a Yamaha the 
previous year, Honda seemed to have the 
plums. Yamaha had a very different kind of 
fruit - none other than the one-time towering 
genius of racing Freddie Spencer, drafted 
in to take Eddie's place in the Marlboro team, 
and returning full of promises that had even 
hardened critics hoping for the best. But 
would the triple-champion, late of Honda 
and two fallow years, prove over-ripe? 

His teammate was Scotsman Niall Mac- 
kenzie, recruited from Honda; two other 
works-bike teams meanwhile demonstrated 
Yamaha's different philosophy from Hon- 
das .. . of supplying works YZRs at the start 
of the season, and leaving the teams free 
to make their own modifications. 

Foremost was Kenny Roberts’ Lucky Strike 
team; retaining Wayne Rainey and Kevin 
Magee as riders, sticking with the exclusive 
Dunlop tires, but adding a fresh level of 
technical experiment that was reinforced 
with the introduction of the first on-board 


diagnostic computer gear that any major 
team had yet used at the track 

Then there was the blue-liveried French 
Sonauto Gauloises team, with veteran rider 
Christian Sarron. All rode the latest version 
of the YZR twin-crank V-four, outwardly 
similar to last year’s bike, but the subject 
of a thorough program of improvements 
including a new ignition system and (accord 
ing the grateful mechanics) a number of 
changes that made it easier to work on 

Suzuki, the GP newcomers, concentrated 
their efforts into just one factory team, 
sponsored by Pepsi, and recruiting ex-Elf 
rider Ron Haslam to support Kevin Schwantz, 
in his second full GP season 

Their RGV had undergone the most 
extensive redesign. Now the twin cranks of 


the Yamaha-like engine were geared directly 
together so as to contra-rotate. This had two 
results, firstly self-cancelling the torque 
reaction that can upset the machine attitude 
(a Honda problem), secondly making the 
engine, and hence the whole machine, more 
compact. 

The par for the course was some 160 
horsepower with a weight between 265 and 
275 pounds. The only non-Japanese rival, 
Randy Mamola's Cagiva, fell short of both 
these targets. Randy’s second year was to 
be the one when the lessons learned the 
previous year were going to be put to good 
effect. Unwisely, however, Cagiva had been 
through a major redesign, and though the 
elegant machine was more compact, it was 
also hardly tested by the time the year began. 

With this sort of opposition, the privateers 
were at more of a disadvantage than ever, 
and as a result less numerous. Alex Valesi 
had a pair of '88 V-four Yamahas; Marco 
Gentile was back on the quirky Fior with its 
in-line Yamaha engine, and yet another 
variation on the wishbone front suspension; 
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Marco Papa rode the Italian made V-four 
Paton in the European rounds. The rest were 
on ageing three-cylinder Hondas with a 
handful of even older square-four Suzukis 
The best of them were left miles behind 
the worst were to pose a real danger to 
the faster riders throughout the year, resulting 
in a number of accidents. 

The impressive array of works bikes and 
eager pilots was supplemented in Japan by 
an imposing number of local stars on factory 
bikes - and racing seemed set for a vintage 
year, with perhaps half-a-dozen riders or 
more disputing the championship 

Three races later, three of the works riders 
had been removed or slowed down by 


injury (Gardner, Shobert, Magee); Spencer's 
comeback was already showing the cracks; 
Randy’s Cagiva needed a new frame .. . and 
already the three men had emerged who 
would dominate the rest of the year. Lawson, 
Rainey and Schwantz stood on the rostrum 
E together nine times altogether in 1989, and 
the only other time that there wasn’t at least 
two of them was at Misano, where the 
infamous riders’ strike saw them stay in their 
motorhomes instead. 

There might have been a fourth one. At 
Suzuka, Schwantz beat Rainey after a race- 
long battle; while Lawson - recovering from 
a broken wrist in a testing accident - took 
a lucky third, after Gardner had a serious near 
miss and a painful collision with the fuel tank 
between his legs. The Australian recovered, 
and won a fantastic Australian GP after a 
tremendous four-bike battle. Rainey was 
second, and Sarron third, after Schwantz 
flipped his Suzuki in a panicky first-lap high- 
side 

Gardner is a charger, and that’s what he 
was doing at Laguna Seca when he fell hard 
in turn six and broke his leg. His first serious 
injury in a lifetime of racing, it was the end 
of a major threat to the title. 

Rainey scored a runaway win at Laguna 
from Schwantz, and was already leading the 
title. The transformation in his riding had 
surprised everybody, and he was at the peak 
of his form, taking the Lucky Strike Yamaha 
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dancing to the edge of the physically 
possible without ever seeming to go out of 
his depth. As Lawson put it: “| expected 
him to go well this year - but not that well.” 

Eddie meantime had scored another lucky 
third, this time from Magee after the 
Australian ran short of petrol in the closing 
laps. This triggered the most regrettable 
incident of the season 

Burning with frustration, Magee stopped 
on the track to vent his feelings with a burn- 
out; as he did so Bubba Shobert and Eddie 
Lawson came upon him side-by-side, and 
not looking where they were going. Shobert 
hit Magee, breaking the Australian’s left leg 
- an injury that spoiled his whole season. 


Shobert was much worse off. The Texan had 
head injuries that at first threatened his life. 
Thankfully, he has since made steady 
progress towards full recovery. 

By the time they got to Europe, Lawson 
was fully recovered and digging in to the 
task of making the fast but relatively 
cumbersome Honda NSR steer quickly 
enough to fend off the Yamahas and 
especially the Suzuki, which set new 
standards in flickability. But his first win of 


the year was another lucky one. Schwantz 
had run away with the Spanish GP at Jerez, 
when he threw it away with an unforced 
error. Rainey had dropped back with tire 
trouble, and Lawson got the 20 points. 
Mackenzie was third, his only time on the 
rostrum all year. 

The Italian GP was a sodden farce, after 
the works riders walked out. The proolem 
was the already marginal Misano circuit 
When wet, the patchy surface was unpre- 


dictable and so slippery that it was unfit 
for racing, said the works riders, and they 
withdrew. A semblence of a race was won 
by the distressed Frankie Chili, ordered by 
his sponsors to break the strike, from Honda 
privateers Simon Buckmaster and Michael 
Rudroff. 

The German race at the somber Hocken- 
heimring was tinged with tragedy after a fatal 
crash in the 250cc race; but the 500 event 
was a Classic that set the tone for the middle 
part of the year. With its long straights, 
Hockenheim was expected to favor the 
powerful NSR, and Lawson went so far as 


(Clockwise from far left) Freddie 
Spencer's comeback looked to be 
possible after Australia, but it 
fizzled quickly, John Kocinski (19) 
and Jimmy Filice (65) thrilled the 
American fans at the U.S. GP with a 
1-2 finish in the 250cc GP: P.F. Chili 
(9) won the boycotted Italian GP, 
but his celebration wasn't jovial and 
he was given the cold shoulder by 
his factory peers the rest of the 
season; England’s Rob McElInea (10) 
joined the Cabin Honda team as a 
replacement for the injured Bubba 
Shobert, and did a capable job on 
the 1988 NSR Honda. 


to christen the straights ‘“Hondalanes.” 
Schwantz Suzuki broke in the effort of 
keeping up. But Rainey’s Yamaha not only 
hung in Lawson’s draft, Rainey managed to 
outfox the Honda rider on the final run into 
the stadium section. In a masterful piece of 
riding, he had seized the prize. The next 
part of the year was to be Rainey’s 

Not that he won every race. Schwantz won 
in Austria, and Rainey was third behind 
Lawson. Schwantz won again in Yugoslavia 
a week later, but another slip from Lawson 
saw him in the grass and executing a 
masterful avoidance, while Rainey made sure 
of second place. 

On to the classic races starting with Assen 
where Schwantz again had the race in his 
pocket when a piston collapsed on his 
Suzuki. This time it was Rainey who took over 
the victory, and he left Holland with a world 
title lead of 16 points 

The tide turned at Spa-Francorchamps - 
but for the most bizarre of reasons. The race 
was stopped twice by rain in the early stages, 


— 


and full distance was run in full wet 
conditions in an unprecedented third leg. 
Off went Schwantz again, pursued by Rainey, 
only to crash once more while handsomely 
in front. Rainey thought he’d won the race; 
the crowd had seen him. But that evening, 
after he’d left the track, the FIM jury voted 
that the third leg had been illegal, and results 
would be declared on the aggregate of the 
first two legs alone; the results to carry only 
half points. Now Lawson had won, Schwantz 
had been reinstated to second, and Rainey 
was third. 

Spa was remarkable for another reason - 
it marked the debut of John Kocinski. Already 
unbeaten in the 250cc class, Little John rode 
Out of the Team Roberts pit on a second- 
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hand '88/89 YZR. He went fast from the start, 
and just kept getting better. He crashed the 
bike on the slowing down lap of the second 
leg; and switched to Kevin Magee’s spare 
Lucky Strike bike, hastily adjusting levers on 
the start line. He quickly adjusted to the faster 
machine, and came charging through to 
second place on the road, overcoming even 
Eddie Lawson on the way. He was third 
overall, until they changed the results. 

France provided the second turning point 
of the year. In short, Eddie qualified on the 
pole position for the first time on a Honda, 
and proceeded to fight off first Rainey and 
then Schwantz around the twisting Le Mans 
short circuit. No clearer proof was needed 
that he and Erv Kanemoto had at last found 
a way to make the NSR steer well. 

From then on, the season was a steady 
climb for Lawson, a steady decline for Rainey. 


1989 25 


a 7 


LAWSON 4 victories 
6 seconds 
3 thirds 


PONS 7 victories 


4 seconds 
4 third 


©) SCHWANTZ 6 victories 
3 seconds 

CORNU 1 victory 
2 seconds 


5 thirds 
CADALORA 2 victories 
3 thirds 


ds 
SHIMIZU 2 seconds 
id 
RUGGIA 2 seconds 


t 
GARDNER j ey 


CHILI 4 victory 
4| BUCKMASTER ‘second 
FILICE * second 


RAINEY 3 victories 


CARDUS 4 victory 
4 third 


DOOHAN 1 third 
C. SARRON 1 third 
WIMMER 1 thicd 


The next race in England saw Lawson In 
fine fettle, and Rainey exhausted after not 
only a debilitating and frustrating outing In 
the Suzuka Eight-Hour, but also a punishing 
travel schedule back home, when he went 
to California, and also to Texas to visit good 
friend Bubba. 

The race at Donington Park, where he had 
won so convincingly the year before, was 
to be a hard slog: and while Schwantz ran 
away with it, Lawson was a strong second. 
By the time they got to Sweden, the points 
gap had closed to 10.5, and Rainey was getting 
rattled. He was duelling for the lead with 
Lawson when a quirky piece of pit signalling 
ruffled his concentration. On the next bend, 
his Yamaha spat him off. His first racing crash 
in two GP years did not hurt him seriously 
- but it wrecked his World Championship, 
and handed the lead to Eddie Lawson. He’d 


VAY TERE TREY STOOD 


O/SOOcc rosaum races - 


4 seconds 
6 thirds 


ROTH 2 victories 
2 seconds 
4 thirds 


MACKENZIE 1 third 
REGGIANI 1 thi 
RUDROFF 1 third 


been on top of the world, and now he: 
fallen off it. “It was the mistake of my life 
he later said. , 

Schwantz’ Suzuki had suffered mechanic, 
breakdown number three in that race, but 
he went on to win the final two in Cze. 
choslovakia and Brazil. He ended up wit 
six wins for the year. 

Lawson did more than simply play it safe 
taking second in each of the races, ang 
securing his fourth World Championship with 
a spirited fight in Brazil. In the end, his 
winning margin over Rainey was 17.5 points 
- more than enough to cover any unfairness 
with the Belgian result. 

Eddie joined the elevated circles in the 
Hall of Fame. He is the third person to win 
the 500cc crown on two different makes of 
motorcycle (along with Giacomo Agostini 
and Geoff Duke), the first to win successive 
titles since Kenny Roberts in the late ‘70s, 
and had more titles than any other American 
rider. And still going strong. 

Rainey was second, and didn't like the 
taste after having been up front; but 
Schwantz had to be content with fourth. 
Third went to Christian Sarron, who finished 
a best of second, but only once, and who 
overturned a reputation as an erratic crasher 
with a most consistent year, scoring in every 
race with the exception of the Italian fiasco. 

Magee returned to take fifth for the second 
year in succession, but was troubled y2ar- GP r 
long by lingering leg injuries. Chili was s. <th, 
his score boosted by his Italian GP wir. He French 
made few friends as he shamelessly hooi.2d - 
on to quicker riders in practice, and qualir 2d 


} Worlc 
on the front row of the grid sev <al of brill 
times . . . but Frankie was learning hov- to GPS; ‘ 


ride faster, and with one more yeur’s 
experience his Pirelli tires may soon also r ‘ve se 
race-winning potential. 

Mackenzie was seventh, his see on 


(Clockwise from above) The old man of 500cc 
GP racing, Christian Sarron, finished third in the 
championship after a very consistent season. The 
Frenchman proved unworthy of his reputation as 
an erratic crasher and scored in every round 
except the boycotted Italian race; Former 125cc 


World Champion Luca Cadalora showed flashes 
of brilliance on his Yamaha YZR250, winning two 
GPs; Schwantz and Rainey battled in Yugoslavia 
with the Texan getting the nod over the 
Californian, Niall Mackenzie’s season suffered a 
setback with a leg injury in Germany, but the 
Scotsman bravely battled on. 


spoiled by a crash in the German GP that 
left him riding injured until the last part of 
the season. Even then, he had more problems 
with the Yamaha’s handling then he did 
success 

Ron Haslam was another victim of injury 
he was taking longer than expected to adapt 

to the Suzuki, then just when he was getting 
it right he fell at Spa-Francorchamps, injuring 
both thumbs badly enough to spoil the year. 

Michael Doohan, in ninth, inflicted his 
injury in the second GP, troublesome damage 
to his left little finger. He was recovering 
when he hurt himself in just the same way 
at the Suzuka Eight-Hour race; and only came 
back in Brazil, where he showed a handy 
knack of sliding a 500cc racer with great ease. 

Gardner came back for a low-key late- 
season effort, and finished 10th, while 11th- 
placed Rob McElnea was drafted in to the 
Cabin team to take Shobert’s place. 

But what had happened to Freddie 
Spencer? 

Another extraordinary and confusing story 
added to the dark side of the legend. In 
Japan, Freddie was fighting for it when an 
excursion into the dirt dropped him out of 
contention: in Australia he was fifth and 
closing on the leaders when he lost the front 
wheel and crashed the Yamaha. Then in the 
U.S.A. he ducked out of the race, pleading 
an ear infection, and from then on his season 
was marked by continual questions and 
doubt. Freddie blew up the hitherto reliable 
Yamahas prepared by Kel Carruthers. He 
went fast round some corners, but not others. 
He never qualified well; he never raced well. 
And in the end, to avoid further embarrass- 
ment, Marlboro requested that he should 
simply stay at home. 

Freddie's last race was in France, where 
he was suffering from a gastric complaint. 
In the race, he had to pull in early on. 
Symbolically or not, the career of this great 
but enigmatic racing genius ended with a 
dash to the lavatory. 

Which leaves just Randy, who had started 
the year with such high hopes. Well, yet again, 
the Cagiva proved it was nearly there, but 
not quite. Handling bothers were eventually 
cured, to be followed by engine problems, 
and a pervasive shortage of power. Mean- 
time, Randy spent the year entertaining the 
crowd with wheelies, even after he had 
looped the machine on the warm-up lap 
at Assen. 


250cc WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP - SITO'S YEAR 


The 250cc class promised the usually Honda- 
Yamaha brawl, spiced up by the works 
Aprilias from Italy. 

Honda had a number of works-bike teams 
operating independently of the factory and 
with a total of eight full-time riders; while 
Yamaha had just three works Yamaha teams 
(supplemented on odd occasions by John 
Kocinski or Japanese star Toshihiko Honma). 
Against Honda’s strength in numbers, 
however, Yamaha had a brand-new works 
YZR, while the NSR was little more than a 
warmed-over version of the previous year’s 
(admittedly very successful) works Honda. 

Honda also had the reigning World 
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500cc 


250cc 


Champion Sito Pons; who stood at the head 
of a galaxy of riding talent - 36-year-old 
veterans Jacques Cornu and Reinhold Roth; 
Spaniards Carlos Cardus and Danny Ama- 
triain; German recruit Helmut Brad!; Japan’s 
Masahiro Shimizu, and Italian star Loris 
Reggiani, lured Japan’s way from Aprilia. 
Those regular troops were joined for the U.S. 
GP only by last year’s winner Jimmy Filice. 
Yamaha had just three regulars: flashing 
Italian Luca Cadalora, French shooting star 
Jean-Philippe Ruggia, and Juan Garriga, the 
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Spaniard who had distinguished himself 
battling Pons the year before in spite of a 
lack of horsepower. They were joined on 
occasion by US double (now triple) 
champion Kocinski and later in the season 
by All-Japan champ Toshihiko Honma. 
While the NSR was little changed - a 90- 
degree V-twin with the carburetors still 
feeding reed valves behind the vertical 
Cylinder - the YZR was completely new. The 
twinm-crank engine was gone, replaced by 4 
Honda-like single-cranker, although with the 


forward-facing carbs breathing fresh air from 
between the cylinders. The Deltabox frame 
was somewhat modified accordingly. 
Aprilia’s factory effort was led by Didier 
de Radigues, back from the 500cc class, with 
ill-fated Venezuelan Ivan Palazzese joining 
the team. But there were a number of 
» privateers on Aprilias, some receiving factory 
s assistance, the most notable being former 
Yamaha works rider Martin Wimmer. The 
Italian bike was powered by the V-twin 
Rotax, somewhat modified. 

The 250s ran the same 15-race season as 
the 500s, and tension was high in Japan as 
everyone waited to see just how the new 
Yamaha shaped up against the Honda. And 
after the first four races, it seemed that 
Yamaha had the advantage, with three wins 
and (in Australia) a whisker-close second. 

This state of affairs was deceptive, 
however, and had more to do with Kocinski 
than the machines. Little John won in Japan 


and the US, and quit while he was ahead, 
with an unbeaten record 

But, as the twice-defeated championship 
leader Pons pointed out, Kocinski was not 
a threat for the championship, and he didn't 
really have to beat him. His problem at this 
stage came from Cadalora, who won the 
Spanish race, and was now just two points 
behind him. Already, Cadalora had shown 
his erratic brilliance in Australia, falling off 
in the early stages, then remounting for a 
brilliant ride through to third place. Now he'd 
won in Spain, and the battle was on 

This also turned out to be a false promise 
The excitable former 125cc World Champion 
fell again in Italy a fortnight later, scored badly 
in Germany, then had three successive no 
scores in Austria, Yugoslavia and Holland 
He came back to win splendidly in Brazil, 
but by then it was far too late. 

This challenge broken, it was up to Ruggia 
to make the running; but he was also 
erratically brilliant, a frequent crasher who 
tumbled off in Holland and Belgium, finished 
fifth in France, then crashed badly enough 
in practice in Britain to put himself out until 
Czecho, where he repeated the exercise and 
ended his season. 

Pons, meantime, was simply masterful. His 
strong start to the season had singled him 
out from the NSR users for direct factory 
backing, which meant first shot at ahy engine 
upgrades, as well as special forks and brakes. 
Whether he needed them or not is a moot 
point, although the extra speed came in 
useful in Germany, where he produced one 
of the most brilliant victories of the season, 
going from fifth to first in a final fantastic 
lap. 

That was his second successive win; he 
went on to take two more in the next two 
races, finished second (to Roth) in Holland 
and (to Cornu) in Belgium, all the time 
building on his title lead. Third in France 
preceded his sixth win in Britain, and with 
three races left he had done enough to 
secure his second successive world title. He 


(Clockwise from left) 
Frenchman J.P. Ruggia 
was the flashiest of 
the 250cc men; the 
125cc class featured 
tight racing as usual in 
‘89: brit Ron Haslam 
never quite got a 
handle on the Suzuki, 
and a hand injury 
suffered in Belgium 
didn’t help. 
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England’s Gary Cowan (33) used Brazilian Alexandre 
Barros’ posterior as a launching pad at the Belgian 
GP, giving us the best crash sequence of the season. 
Quite remarkably, neither rider suffered injury. 
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won once more in Sweden, and was fourth 
in Czecho and Brazil. By then, he had 
amassed an unprecedented 262 points, 72 
more than his nearest rival. Truly he was 
without equal in 1989... but he will not 
find life so easy in the 500cc class, which 
he intends to attack in 1990. 

By the latter third of the season, it was 
the fight for second place that was occup- 


ying the attention. It was a battle of the bag 
men - only a few weeks separated the age 
of German Roth and French-Swiss Cornu, ang 
between them they had a wealth of tactica 
experience and well-matured riding  skil 
Cornu’s only win of the season came in 
Belgium; Roth had won in Holland, and dig 
so again in Czecho, with a last-beng 
overtaking move on the rapidly-improving 
Shimizu. 

They came to Brazil equal on points, and 
while Roth rode to a safe sixth, Cornu faded 
on sliding tires to eighth. The German had 
won the day 

Cardus was fourth overall, and the only 
other person to win a race, at Le Mans in 
France. A consistent run with only one non- 
score put him ahead of Cadalora overall, with 
Shimizu’s late-season form putting him sixth, 
ahead of Ruggia. 

Eighth-placed Garriga had a dismal year. 
He spent the first part of it blaming himself 
for not adapting to the new Yamaha, and 
the second part blaming the Yamaha . . . but 
he never finished higher than fourth, and that 
not often, and when he was higher than that 
(in the U.S. and Italy) he crashed, each time 
after tangling with a backmarker. 

But his experience did demonstrate the 
weaknesses of the new YZR. It was still 
less powerful than the Honda, and had lost 
a great deal of its handling advantage over 
the clumsier NSR. Perhaps one reason why 
all the Yamaha runners crashed a lot is 
because they were forced to try too hard 
on bikes that didn’t have enough. © ily 
Kocinski’s record argued against that viev 

Certainly the Aprilias weren’t up to 1e 
standards of 1989. The European machi: 2s 
were frequently fast, but seldom reliable; « id 
the best of them was not the factory © “e 
of de Radigues but Wimmer’s private 6 2 
which frequently qualified on the front r w 
of the grid, and took him to third in Aust: 3. 

Aprilia were also involved, albeit in > 
cently, in the ugliest incident of the y: w. 
It happened in Germany, at the Hockenhe n- 
ring, when Ivan Palazzese fell under 71 
wheels of the pack in front of the grandstad. 
He was struck by another bike, and fatally 
injured; two other riders also crashed eé1d 
were badly hurt. The aftermath of the tragedy 
was almost worse still - although the track 
was partially blocked, a breakdown of 
communications with the marshals meant 
that the race continued, and the unwitting 
racers bore down on the crash scene at 
unabated speed. It was purely luck that saw 
no other bad crashes as a result. 

In spite of the automatic domination of 
the works bikes, the 250cc class remained 
a happy hunting ground for high-level 
privateers, with competitive racing all the 
way down the field. Apart from Wimmer, 
there were other notables: Dutch Honda rider 
Wilco Zeelenberg (13th), German ditto 
Jochen Schmid (16th), Brazilian Yamaha rider 
Alex Barros (18th), and Irish Yamaha rider 
Gary Cowan (19th). But all were oversha- 
dowed by former champion Carlos Lavado, 
bereft of his works Yamaha ride at the start 
of the year. Carlos only rejoined the fray in 
Holland, after the midway point, riding the 
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Aprilia of Fabio Barchitta, badly Hurt in 
German incident. He was at once amor 
the top private riders, and finished 1h 
overall. 


195cc WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP - CRIVILLE NUMER) WN 


In its second year for single-cyiing, 
machines, the 125cc class came of age ; 
the strongest terms, providing a fp, 
battlefield between Honda and Europes, 
constructors, fine close racing all the way 
down to last place - and a teenage sensatigy 
as World Champion. 

He was Spaniard Alex Criville, riding 2 
Spanish Rotax-powered JJ Cobas, who tog, 
five wins in the 12-race series, and in try 
end defeated Dutch works-backed Hond; 


(Clockwise from above) John Kocinski’s 500cc debut at Spa was 
impressive, but he may have been helped by the wet conditions; Kevin 
Schwantz (34) was brilliant in England while Niall Mackenzie (6) had 
his most inspiring ride - a fourth in his home GP; Belgian Didier de 
Radigues’ return to the 250cc class on factory Aprilias was less than 
impressive, England's Steve Webster and Tony Hewitt kept 
their Sidecar World Championship in ‘89. 


rider Hans Spaan by 14 points. He only : iade 
one major mistake all year, crashing in Italy 
while disputing the lead, and the ice-cool 
19-year-old was a worthy winner of a crown 
that was as fiercely disputed as any 

Spaan won four times, and ousted £zio 
Gianola as top Honda rider. The Italian, also 
works-backed, had been the only person 
capable of challenging the works Derbis the 
year before, and won the first race in Japan. 
But he only won once more, in Italy, and 
three crashes ruled him out of any chance 
of the title. 

Which was sad, because his only rival the 
year before, champion Jorge Martinez, had 
a dismal year that saw the red Derbis drop 
from a position of total dominance. Having 
lost their team manager Santi Rebasa (son 
of the Spanish firm’s owner, injured ina hang- 
Gliding accident), the Derbis suffered a string 
of mechanical failures both major and minor 
(in Japan, for instance, his gearshift lever 
broke), and left Martinez to eventual injury 
in his battle to regain ground lost early in 
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the season. Martinez did win one race, in 
France, but finished only ninth overall 

Fourth in the championship went to former 
champion Fausto Gresini’s Aprilia, ahead of 
a pair of battling Japanese Honda riders, 
Hisashi Unemoto and Keiji Takada, who gave 
new meaning to the phase ‘kamikaze pilots.” 

British-born American Allan Scott was 10th 
overall, after a season where he mixed 
aggression with over-enthusiasm, falling more 
than once while in a top-scoring position. 
Not a bad fault in a youngster, provided he 
can survive unscathed. 


B0lcc WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP - THE FINAL YEAR 


In their last season as a World-Championship 
class, the smallest racers were hair-trigger 


machines with a piping 20-plus horsepower 
that needed to be kept well on the boil. 
They were probably the hardest machines 
of all on which to achieve a perfect lap. 

The final 80cc year should have been a 
valedictory triumph for Derbi, and so it was, 
giving Manuel “Champi” Herreros his first 
title, and Spain their third of the year. He 
did it without much help from Martinez, who 
suffered a similar run of ill fortune in this 
class. But Martinez did win a race, while 
Herreros achieved his last-round title win 
with nothing more than a set of four second 
places. 

There were only six races on the calendar, 
so there was little chance to make up for 
lost ground for a non-finish. The first 
challenger to suffer was Spaniard Herri 
Torrontegui, who won the first race in Spain, 


but was disqualified from a crucial top-three 
position for receiving outside assistance in 
Yugoslavia. 

But 18-year-old German Peter Cettl on the 
works Krauser did recover in spite of crashing 
in Italy, with a hat-trick of wins in Germany, 
Yugoslavia and Holland. 

In the end, he and Herreros came to 
Czecho equal on points, for a final show- 
down. This was an affair of kicking and biting, 
but Oettl finished up falling off without any 
outside encouragement, and after he had 
Herreros beaten. 

In the process, he lost second place to 
veteran champion Stefan Doerflinger’s 
Krauser. Doerflinger had scored in every race. 

There were spasmodic protests at a few 
tracks, and participants wearing “‘80cc 
Forever’ T-shirts even delayed the start of 
the German GP. The movement failed to get 
widespread support, even though the quality 
of racing was excellent. 


SIDECAR WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP - WEBSTER’S WAY 
An eight-race title saw the three-wheelers 
racing outside Europe for the first time. They 
were a popular spectacle at Laguna Seca, 
where the crowds saw defending cham- 
pions Steve Webster and Tony Hewitt take 
a clear-cut win. It was the first of four for 
the British pair, which culminated in their 
third successive World Championship. 

Their greatest opposition came from the 
Dutch pair Egbert Streuer and new passenger 
Geral de Haas, who won twice and never 
finished lower than fourth. In the end, they 
were just nine points adrift. 

Sidecar greats Rolf Biland and Kurt 
Waltisperg won the other three races, but 
the technically adventurous Swiss crew had 
three non-finishes, and that was enough to 
drop them to fourth overall, behind the more 
consistent Frenchmen Allain Michel/Jean- 
Marc Fresc. 

The last true haven of the backyard 
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For Dunlop sport tires, the winning instinct is born gA@i@ee— — The Dunlop SPORTMAX ZR radial may be ne» to 
on Grand Prix race tracks. In events like the 1989 $41 )N@S¥ glme@i>, the streets, but its well-heeled road handling Jemon- 
Dunlop U.S. International Grand Prix at Laguna AW Ne Strates its Grand Prix breeding. The new SPORT- 
Seca, where Dunlop radial slicks chewed up "SERN f MAX ZR brings Z speed-rated, true radial perform- 
their competition in both the 500cc and 250cc 13 ENF % ance and reassuring stability to today’s ultimate 
Classes. Aue 4 — high-powered street bikes. 

Tamed for the streets, Dunlop sport tires eS A But, ask the SPORTMAX ZR to grip the road. 
don't lose that competitive edge. They continue § and you'll find that its [1] Molecular Engineered 
to deliver the race-proven performance serious : Pim Polymer (MEP) tread compound is ready to bite- 
sport riders demand; combining optimum han- NN even when it’s cold. So the SPORTMAX ZR sticks 
dling and predictability for today’s street bikes. " , from start to finish. And with [2] KEVLAR® belts 

eae * and [3] nylon cap plies on both the front and reat 


ie -— $ plus [4) a true radial casing, the SPORTMAX ZR 
avelimits.” <\ sai delivers consistent high-speed handling you have to 
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tread compounds | 2! unique tread pattern and (3! state- 
of-the-art bias and bias/belted casing technology, for 
both street and race performance. 
So, if you're looking for race-proven performance 
that doesn’t have to be kept ona leash, get your bike 
“ ae \ a sport tire that was born to perform ... Dunlop. 

But if a radial isn’t your choice, Dunlop's Y| See the new Dunlop SPORTMAX ZR and the K591 
K591 Elite SP is another fierce competitor- LM Elite SP at your nearest Dunlop Motorcycle Dealer/ 
widely acknowledged as the ultimate in bias | Performance porter. 
and bias/belted performance. And it’s no won- (VR Radial 
der. The K591 Elite SP has an impressive rec- 
ord of wins in the 1987, 1988 and 1989 AMA/ 


ccs and Suzuki Championship Series. ~ “wD U ry LOF 
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engineer, the sidecar class came up with a the fairing was interfering with the ¢ -tronic 
pair of interesting innovations in 1989. One signals. 

was electronic fuel injection, introduced by The other was a form of water ction, 
Streuer. But they found it no easier to manage introduced by 10th-placed Britc Steve 
than did the major factories(who conducted = Abbott/Shaun Smith. This got r id the 
their tests strictly in private). Although the FIM’s ban on the system by introc! ng the 
system worked well in bench-testing and water to the exhaust and calling it cooling 
with the fairing off, it didn’t once they tried system. It found its way into the ylinder 
it in anger, and Streuer’s exotic explanation via back-pressure, and yielded  >roved 
was that perhaps the carbon-Keviar mix of — mid-range power. 


(Top) Wayne Rainey (3) was the quickest of 
starters in 89, and here he gets his usual flyer of a 
start in Sweden, (Bottom) But Eddie Lawson (1) 
soon found 4 way past and ultimately won his 
fourth 500cc World Championship (above), 
becoming the first to win successive 

titles in the ‘80s 
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Motorcycle Road Racer 


4 Eddie Lawson 
2. Wayne Rainey 

3 Christian Sarron 
4 Kevin Schwantz 

5 Kevin Magee 
6 PF Chill 

7 Niall Mackenzie 

8. Ron Haslam 

9 Michael Doohan 
410. Wayne Gardner 
11. Rob McEInea 

12. Simon Buckmaster 
13, Alessandro Valesi 
14 Dominique Sarron 
14. Tadahiko Taira 
16. Freddie Spencer 
17. Marco Gentile 

47, Randy Mamola 
19. Adrien Morillas 

20. Michael Rudroff 
21. Norihiko Fujiwara 
22. Bubba Shobert 
23. Josef Doppler 

24. Alois Meyer 

25. Romolo Balbi 

26. Nicolas de Gonzales 
26. Niggi Schmassman 
26. Massimo Broccoll 
26. Luca Cadalora 
30. Michael Dowson 
30. Andreas Leuthe 
32. Shinichi Itoh 

32. Bruno Kneubuhler 
32. Fabio Billotti 

35. Jonn Kocinski 

36. Ernst Gschwender 
36 Fred Merkel 

38. Juan Lopez Mella 
38. Thierry Crine 

38. Roger Burnett 

44. Shunji Yatsushiro 
4’. Alberta Rota 

43. Cees Doorakkers 
44. Eddie Laycock 
45. Kunio Machii 
45. Peter Linden 
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TOP 20 ALL-TIME 500ce GP WINNERS 


4. Glacomo Agostini 68 12. Gary Hocking 8 
2. Mike Hailwood 37 Kevin Schwantz* 8 
3. Eddie Lawson’ 30 14, Marco Lucchinelll 6 
4 Geoff Duke 22 Umberto Masetti 6 

Kenny Roberts 22 16. Leslie Granam 5 

John Surtees 22 Wil Hartog 5 
7 Freddie Spencer 20 Franco Uncini 5 
8 Barry Sneene 19 19. Reg Armstrong 4 
9. Wayne Gardner’ 15 Liberto Liberati 4 
40. Randy Mamola’* 13 Wayne Rainey* 4 
44, Phil Read 11 ‘active 
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ALL-TIME MANUFACTURER 500cc GP WINNERS 


1. MV Agusta 139 8. Matchless 3 
2 Yamaha 78 Moto Guzzi 3 
3. Suzuki 60 10. Kawasaki 2 
4. Honda 52 11. Jawa-CZ ‘ 
5. Gilera 34 Konig ‘ 
6. Norton 21 Linto : 
7. AUS ul 


Sanvewero 


Seed 


Anton Mang 
Phil Read 

Mike Hallwood 
Walter Villa 

jim Redman 
Kork Ballington 
Carlos Lavado* 
Sito Pons* 
Tarquino Provini 
0. Carlo Ubbiali 
Rodney Gould 
2. Jamo Saarinen 


1. Sito Pons 
2. Reinhold Roth 

3, Jacques Comu 

4. Carlos Cardus 

5. Luca Cadalora 

6. Masahiro Shimizu 
7. J.P. Ruggia 

8. Juan Gariga 

9. Helmut Brad! 

40. Martin Wimmer 
41. Loris Reggiani 

42. Didier de Radigues 
413. Wilco Zeelenberg 
14, John Kocinski 

415. Toshiko Honma 
45. Jochen Schmid 
17. Carlos Lavado 

18. Alexandre Barros 
19. Gary Cowan 

20. Jim Filice 

2’. Renzo Colleoni 
22. van Palazzese 
23. Harald Eckl 

23. Alberto Puig 

25. Marcellino Lucchi 
26. Daniel Amatriain 
27. Alain Bronec 

28. Tadauki Okada 
29. Toshinobu Shiomori 
29. Adrien Morillas 
29. Stefano Caracchi 
32. Fausto Ricci 

33. Alberto Rota 

33. G. Van Der Goorbergh 
35. Daren Beattie 
35. Kevin Mitchell 
35. Andreas Preining 
35. Paulo Casoll 

39, Maurizo Vitali 

39. Luis Lavado 

41. Junia Ari 

41. Hans Becker 

41. August Auinger 
40. Manfred Herweh 


TOP 20 ALL-TIM 


FINAL 1989 250cc 
POINT STANDINGS 
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13. Dieter Braun 


20 


Kel Caruthers 
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ALL-TIME MANUFACTURER 250cc GP WINNERS 


13. Mondial 
Ossa 

15. Aermacchi 

16. Chevallier 

17. Aprilia 
Bultaco 
Derbi 
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1. JOHN KocINSK:I 
Born: March 20, 1968 
Home: Modesto, California 


1989 Results: AMA 950cc 
National Champion 


WwW ithout a doubt, John Kocinski was the most impressive 

@ road racer to throw a leg over a motorcycle on the US. 
National Circuit in 1989. Despite Suffering the first real injury of 
his career at Road Atlanta early in the season, John dominated 
the AMA/Castrol 250cc Grand Prix Series like it’s never been 
dominated before. 

In winning his third straight 250cc title, John won six of the 
Seven races in which he started (he missed Road Atlanta after his 
wrist-breaking heat race crash) in decimating fashion. He was not 
only the fastest 250cc rider, he was the fastest rider, period. 
From the first practice session to the checkered flag, John made 
a point of keeping the others behind him, One of his goals was 
to be consistently quicker than the Superbikes - and it was a goal 
he met, even at places where the sheer horsepower of the 
Superbikes should have made it impossible. 

One has to look no further than his win at the final race in 
Kansas to see just how dominating Kocinski has become. The 
somewhat brash Little Rock, Arkansas native was a full three 
Seconds faster per lap than the rest of the 250cc pack as he 


Cruised to the win in what is likely to be his final AMA/250cc 
race. 


PHOTOS BY BERT SHEPARD AND LARRY 
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The following is Motorcycle Road Racer Illustrated's rating of the top 10 AMA 
road racers in 1989. The rating is based solely on the racers’ performances in 


AMA championship events during the 1989 season; the Top 10 were voted 
on by Editor Paul Carruthers and Associate Editor Brian Catterson. 


PHOTOS BY BERT SHEPARD AND PAUL CARRUTHERS 


2. Douc CHANDLER 


Born: September 97, 1965 
Home: Salinas, California 
1989 Results: 5th AMA 
Superbike Championship 


f not for a string of mechanical failures early in the season, 

Chandler would more than likely have been crowned the 
Superbike National Champion. His two wins in Mid-Ohio and 
Heartland Park Topeka at the final two rounds of the series proved 
that by season’s end he was the fastest of the Superbike men. 

Daytona saw Chandler plagued with the flu, he led Road 
Atlanta before the Kawasaki ZX7 broke, he led Loudon before 
mechanical problems sidelined him again, and he was forced 
out of the Superbike National at Road America when he was the 
innocent party in a two-rider crash in the prior day’s 750cc 
Supersport class. Things came together in Ohio and Kansas, 
however, as Doug dominated at the Mid-Ohio Sports Car 
Course and beat Scott Russell in a straight fight at the new 
Heartland Park Topeka facility. 

Chandler has a smooth style that makes him appear slower 
than some of his peers, but stopwatches and race wins show 
otherwise. The Californian was the only rider to win more than 
one Superbike National in 1989, and for that he deserves to be 
commended. 
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PHOTOS BY NICK CEDAR AND WERNER FRITZ 


3. RANDY RENFROW 


Born: April 9, 1956 

Home: Fredericksburg, Pennsylvania 
1989 Results: AMA Pro Twins 
Grand Prix National Champion 


enfrow started the season without a ride at Daytona, but 

by the end of the season he was the Pro Twins Grand Prix 
National Champion. Riding the Commonwealth Honda from Road 
Atlanta on, Randy waged intense battles throughout the season 
with his rival Dale Quarterley. In the end, though, it was Renfrow 
coming out on top, taking his third AMA National Championship 
in remarkably three different classes. 

Randy’s ride at the final round in Kansas was inspiring. Quite 
simply, he rode the wheels off the RS750-powered twin - sliding 
the rear end at will and leaving black marks that were unmatched 
all weekend. He even made an off-the-bike save that wasn’t 
equaled all season. Kansas was winner-take-all for the champion- 
ship, and those who thought Renfrow would fail were wrong - 
for it was Quarterley who crashed out of the battle on the final 
lap. 

One thing is certain, if Renfrow returns to the Superbike class 
in 1990 on competitive machinery he will be a factor in the 
championship, and a fourth National title may be added to 
his resume. 
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- A Few Of The Championships Won In 1989 On: 


MICHE), AA 


Hi - Sport Radial 


Slicks 


500cc World Championship, 250cc World Championship, 125cc World Championship, 
AMA Superbike National Championship, WERA Formula USA National Championship, 
Japanese Formula 4 Championship, AMA /CCS National Endurance Championship, AMA 
Pro Twins Modified Championship, Japanese Formula 3 Championship, Suzuki National 
Cup Series 750cc Championship, AMA/CCS 750 Supersport National Championship, WERA 
B Superbike (750cc) National Championship, Suzuki National Cup Series 600cc 
Championship, WERA F-3 (425 GP) National Championship, Suzuki National Cup Series 
4400cc Championship, WERA National Endurance Lightweight Championship, WERA A 
Superbike National Championship.... and the list goes on. 


Champions Around The World Know MICHEL Is The Right Choice, 
SO WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR ?? 


WALT SCHAEFER CYCLE SUPPLY 
Rt. 3 Box 231, Altoona, AL 35952 


UPS, BUS, AllR SAME DAY 


(205) 538-5906 


Race on the track... 
not on the street 


A Sincere Thank You To Racers 
and Other Pipe Builders 
YOUR RESULTS PROVE US RIGHT! 


We've spent over four ‘years developing 
our QUAD-Y, 4 into 2 into I Perfor- 
mance Exhaust System and results from 
race tracks around America and Europe 
have proven our design a success. Now 
many of the big name pipe manufac- 
turers are producing their version of a 
4 into 2 into 1 pipe, why is obvious, 
tt works! DéeD Performance Exhaust 
Systems are still the choice of many of 
America’s leading privateer road racers 
because for leading edge performance 
the best buy today is a D&D Performance 

| pipe. Now the discriminating street bike 

| sider can have the famous D&D Perfor- 
mance edge without all the noise when 
you order our new street silencer! 


D&D QUAD-Y PERFORMANCE EXHAUST SYSTEMS 
Available for Yamaha, Suzuki, Honda & Kawasaki 
NEW FOR 1990!! *Carbon Fiber Race Silencers 


*Satin Nickel Finish - all the corrosion resistance of stainless at less 
cost and weight 
*Harley 883 Performance Exhaust - systems available now for 
street and competition 


THE ONLY RACE PROVEN EXHAUST 
| SYSTEM PROVIDING... 


| ™ Greater Toe. End Horsepower 
“ Increased Midrange Torque 


* Substantial Weight Savings 
* Greater Ground/Cornering Clearance 
“ Easy Access To Oil Drain Filter 
| ® Choice of Street Silencer, Vortex Race 
Silencer or Carbon Fiber Race Silencer 
' Also Available, Performance Slip-On Silencers 
sine fag vi, ig For Stock FZR 1000 EXUP Systems 
Heli Pp It’s Everything You’d Expect 


CAL ‘ 
HOTLINE TOHORSEPOWER __ AND MORE! 
( 800) 843-8961 We're iia ie Pandy Red To Produce 
Distributor for Dyno Jet Carb Kits Da&.D Enterprises 
Dealer Inquiries Welcome 6360 Airport Fwy #300, Ft. Worth, TX 76117 
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CYCLE ACTION THEATER presents 


~ The Top Motorcycle video c 


Speed, style and videotape! Fast-moving V 


: ! 
value on videocasette. Watch them over and over’ 


1989 New Road Racing 
Releases 


trom Moterdeo BO estes each 


$49.95 each 
Special Offer: 


Order wil 15 rend recng Grand Prix videos trom 1989 and 
save $200! Nin 15 hours of the mest exciting deo 


estetasment ever offered Normally you'd pay $749 95 
But now your pnce is only SERRE for all 15! Shopng 
ts Free Order mow god recerve a tree Freddze Spencer 
vedeocasette trom het glory days! 

(#78) THE AMERICAN EXPRESS 

A revew of the 1988 FIM Wortd Road Reccng 500cc 
Champroashos All 15 races from Japan to Brazil in 60 
menutes Eddie Lawson wens Number (Ine. but Wayre 
Gardiner, Kern Schwantz and Magee. Wayne Raney and 
Randy Massola made i Nard to do Free stppr9 


$49.95 each 
(#79) Austrailian 1989 RR GPs 


Gardser homes in. Freddve Spencer returns. sad all the 
fastest guys on the fastest bites im the sport 60 santos 
Free shopping 


$49.95 each 


(#80) Japanese RR Grand Prix 
60 mutes All the acton Cheaper than tickets and no 
shops 


$49.95 each 


(#81) United States Grand Prix 
from Lagena Seca Glory tor Fast Eddve. near tragedy, plus 
the lantast< s:decars = acteon 


$49.95 each 


(#82) Spanish RR GP 
Frerce action thitler stars Way=e Rainey on the Robens 
Yamaha and Edd-e Lawson on bs cew Honda ride 


$49.95 each 


(#83) Halian GP RR 
100,000 tans. da=p track and coatroversy See it for 
yoursell Rew courage uematched in any sport! 


$49.95 each 


(#84) German GP RR 
250s, 500s aad s:decart. all with romethang to prove on 
the last. tncky Hockenhewn crcuit on a hot day! 


$49.95 each 


(#85) Austrian GP RR 

Honda Vs Yamaha grudge race with Lawson out lo 
avenge Aa:ney's last lap victory Germany last week On 
one of the most dangerous crrcusts in the world! See it! 


Order Form (Please fill out completely) 


Name 


78+) Vugestavian RR GP 
Susy reend 8 wth afl the chargers chorged op 24 
CEMETAY Covenng Phe whee come! Ome if ail for 


$49.95 each 
#97) Dwtch GP RR 


Over 140.000 spectators dite t get a herter ew than you 
well wAea you fp tht edeccasette is your VEA 


$49.95 each 

(#88) Belgian GP RR 

Mountencus course weth trcky hazpen tums bring out the 
beet wmctuding John Kocmats in hes 500cc debut at Spa 
Francorchpmps im mired weather comttcar Watch him 
pass tddie Lawson 


$49.95 each 


(#89) French GP RR 

125s. 2503 and SOOs upset the odds again as the reason 
GEIS down and duty Brillant racing to emjoy agar and 
agen 


$49.95 each 


(#90) British GP RR 60 moutes 


$49.95 each 


(791) Swedish GP RR 60 mutes 


$49.95 each 
(#92) Czech GP RR 60 menuter 


$49.95 each 


(793) Brazilian GP RR 60 mutes 


$49.95 each 


1988 Grand Prix Road Races Lower Prices! 


Now caly $39.95 from Motowideo All 60 menutes each 
Freo shppaig and headling! 
(#25) GP RR 
(#26) Fremch GP RR 
(#27) Dutch GP RR 
(#98) Belgium GP RR 
(#29) Yugeslav GP RR 
(#30) Portuguese CP RR 
(#31) Grech GP RR 
(#32) Swedish GP RR 
Shipped free aad caly 


$39.95 each 


More New Releases From 
Motovideo! 


(#94) Isle of Man 1989 

A new King of the Island. Steve Hislop pushes the out 
right record to over 12) average spend, six times around 
the famous 37 7 mile course. See it yoursell from all the 
best locations and the art! 60 minutes 


$49.95 each 


(#95) Paris To Dakar 1989 

For 21 days and 241 bikes, cars and trucks raced and 
struggled to complete the form:dadle transcontmeantal 
“raid” See all the highlights fram the ground and the 
holscopter cameras in thes toughest race of afl 60 
minutes: 


$49.95 each 


(#96) World Trials Championships 
1989 Bnirsh round 60 minutes (Available Janvary 1990) 


$49.95 each 


Address 


State 


VISA 


Card # 


Order Date 


Exp. Date 


Signature 


d Check or Money Order payable to: CYCLE NEWS PRODUCTS, 
a 498, Lag Beach, CA 9080! (Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery) 


All of these VHS tapes are 


Please rush the following tapes: 
Qty. Description 


#9US Grand Pax 88 @ $49.95 
15 88 Japan GP @ $49.95 
#16 88 Spanish GP @ $49.95 
#17 ‘88 Italian GP @ $4995 
#18 88 German GP @ $49.95 


available free of shipping and handling 
charges, from CYCLE NEWS PRODUCTS, 
Box 498, Lang Beach, CA 90801 or (213) 427-7433 during business hours 


Amount 
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(#797) All-American Crashes 
Stock car, tady car Sprint car and dirt boke racers fied that 
edge 2-4 go over it BD mnutes of reretome raeng ection 


$49.95 each 


(#98) Havoc 7 

over 170 weidents’ — accidents inctudong road bites. 
dort bebes. ralty cars and aport cart Real hme and tow 
mation commonon as even the best have thes off 
moments Fun to watch 60 menates 


$49.95 each 


#99) Havoc 8 
Over 140 crashes captured on fim and wdectape. byt co 
one gets hurt! Some are stunts, tome are col on purpose. 
but entertarmng anthal 60 master 


$49.95 each 


(#9) U.S. Grand Prix 1988 

Real Grand Prix road racing for the World CAs=psoathep 
raveves in Amenca at Stapdy Eddie Lawson aad Fast 
Jummy Filrce beat the best at Laguaa Saca See ail the 
action! “Better than beeng there!’ Thes is rot the NBC ver 
ston GB caseras, mare racing action! 60 minutes By 
Motov-deo 


$49.95 each 


(715) Japan Grand Prix 1988 

60 masts cf knee-down ection from the lomed Suruta 
creuit Eddie Lawson, Rasdy Mazo, Kees Schwastz and 
The world's best nskeg if all in the World's Most Danger 
out Motor Sport Please order now We pay s>ppng 


$49.95 each 
(#16) Spanish Grand Prix 1988 


Action from the last Jarama race (rack with Wayne Ras 
ney leameng fast. and other 500cc ond 250cc class barit 
estars 60 menutes by Motov:deo Free shipp=g 


$49.95 each 


(#17) Malian Grand Prix 1988 

Seo all the up-close action and passing aad passion 
You'll watch it aga and again 60 manutes by Motovideo 
Free shipping 


$49.95 each 


(#18) German Grand Prix 1988 

Eddie Lawson aad Wayne Aasney late the Eoropean 
weather im thes sinde whee you watch if all in TV com 
lor 60 mautes by Motordeo Free shopp=g 


$49.95 each 


(#19) V-Four Victory 

Ride the B50re works Honda V-tour on a 37-male lap of 
the Isle of Man “Awesome! Ingressrvel Pour a cuppa 
lea and ary the 1983 TT eth Joey Dumiog, tastes! man 
on the Island Cacust ead the Ulster. Ireland GP. 50 man- 
utes by Halmar Video. Stepped free 


$54.95 each 


(#20) Golden Mountain 


1961 Isle of Men TT race features M:te Haitwood on the 
250 Hosda and the Manx Norton. and agam in the 1963 
Senior $00cc TT. Shows how the sport progressad in just 
two years. 52 mutes by Halmar Free shipping 


$54.95 each 


(#21) American Challenge 

Steve Baker's 1978 pertormance in the Formula 750 
World Championship. plus the 1982 season and the emer 
gence of Freddie Spencer at the Belgian Grand Prix. 62 
manytes of good. exciting action by Halmar Free sheppeng 


$54.95 each 


#19 V-Four Victory @ $54.95 

#20 Golden Mountain @ $54.95 

#21 American Challenge @ $54.95 

#25 88 Austrian GP @ $39.95 

#26 88 French GP @ $39.95 

#27 °88 Dutch GP @ $39.95 

#2B ‘88 Belgium GP @ $39.95 

#29 '88 Yugoslavian GP @ $39.95 

#30 "88 Portuguese GP @ $39.95 

#31 °88 Czech GP @ $39.95 

#32 ‘88 Swedish GP @ $39.95 

#39 “88 King Cross @ $39.95 

#40 ‘88 EuroAtlantic Challenge @ $39.95 
#41 Bike Experience @ $39.95 

#42 ‘88 Bol d'Or @ $39.95 

#43 TT Tribute @ $49.95 

#46 '88 Amencade @ $33.95 

#47 88 Americade: East & West @ $38.95 
#48 87 Americade @ $28.95 

#49 Best of Motorweek @ $39.95 

#50 °88 Americade-Rockies @ $34 95 
#51 Bubba Shobert’ Champion @ $38.95 
#52 Springfield Mile @ $28.95 

#53 Toughest Aace | Ever Won @ $28.95 
#54 V-Twin Maintenance @ $34.95 


*Classic Road Race Favorites 


(#40) EmroAtlantic Challenge 1988 


wast Eng 
Sdsbert and Doug Poten rep Ihe US agamst 
rare pew Nortocs and Ron Haslem and Roger Burnett 
80 mormtes. by Metordea ard (ree astoppeng Reduced to 


$35.95 each 
#4)) Bike Experience 


the han 
fA th Wayne Gardner a3 you crouch over 
geben of a 300 mph Grand Pru Hoda in rctval rece 
comitreas! Guarenteed fo entertaen everybody! 60 ema 
utes. by Motowdeo 


$39.95 each 


(#42) Bel d'Or 1988 
Over 14 hears of Fresch-sty!e chon Endurance road ree 
ing at its finest by Motow-deo 80 mostes. reduced to 


$39.95 each 


(#43) TT Tribate 

Featuring Mike the Bike Hastwood 09 Ihe il-nadieng 500 
Hoeda-4 dicing with Gracomo Agosi= on the MV = the 
1967 tate of Men TT 
menutes from Motondeo 


$49.95 each 


Classe racotg af rts best 69 


(#46) Americade 1988 

Lake George. MY acd the world's largest motorycle rally 
Good (emes ret-ved 9 60 mutes by Despasn Assocrates 
Free spp 


$33.95 each 


(#47) The Americade Experience: 

East & West 1988 

Lake George Rolly pius Amencade Rocioes, the Colorado 
rally in two touring paradises 90 mutes by Despas 
Free shipp=g 


$38.95 each 


(#48) Americade 1987 
Suty menutes, blowout prcad Hilanous! From Despas 
Associates. 


$28.95 each 


(749) Best of Motorweek 

Dave Despain’s “Dream Tape” Great moments on 2 and 
3 wheels from the weakly ESPN show “Motorweek !hus 
trated~ 40 ounutes. 


$39.95 each 


(#50) Americade Rockies, 1988 
Despasn Associates’ story of the Colorado tour bete rally 


$34.95 each 


#79 
#80 


#82 
#83 
#84 
#85 
#86 
487 
#88 
#89 
#90 


492 
#93 


assettes 


iews of lasting 


All 15 World RR GP 1989 package (#79 thr 
#93) plus free Freddie Spencer videotape, <3: 
$200.00 - onty $549.25 


“89 Australian RR GP @ $49.95 
"89 Japanese RR GP @ $49.95 
#81 89 U.S. GP Laguna Seca @ $49.95 
“89 Spanish RR GP @ $49.95 

“89 Italian RR GP @ $49.95 

“89 German RR GP @ $49.95 

“89 Austrian RR GP @ $49.95 

“89 Yugoslavian AR GP @ $49.95 
“89 Dutch RR GP @ $49.95 

89 Belgian RR GP @ $49.95 

“89 French RR GP @ $49.95 

“89 British RR GP @ $49.95 

#91 “89 Swedish AR GP @ $49.95 

“89 Czech RR GP @ $49.95 

"89 Brazilian RR GP @ $49.95 
#94 “89 Isle of Man @ $49.95 

#97 “89 All American Crashes @ 349.55 
#98 Havoc #7 @ $49.95 

#99 Havoc #8 @ $49.95 


California Residents add 6%% sales tax 
(LA County 6%% sales tax) 


Shipping & Handling Free Total 


(951) Bubba Shebert: Champion 

True ite story of one of Amenca’s grestert racers a, 
pbstos, boyhood race films By Derpass Asscrstes oO 
rmensies. 


$38.95 each 
(#52) Springfield Mite 


Freest deo of mule dirt track actoon H.0 weg! 
utes by Despaen Free chippeng. eat ay 


$28.95 each 


(#53) Toughest Race | Ever Won 
Bubba Shohert wena for Honda then te=3, 
ing 8-nder dee! to a pote fmth 60 eames by Donen 


$28.95 each 


(#13) Riding Metocross — 
Glover Style! 

Sur-time Nabonal MX Chamg (ates y= 
tracks and shows you how [0 matter ‘+ 
ry Motovideo. 


$39.95 each 


(#54) V-Twin Maintenance 
How to keep poor Evctst-on Hairy her 
new aed save buméreds of dollars Jos | 
Tech Tages. 


$34.95 each 


Subtotal 


gate 


h. RicH OLIVER 


Born: August 4, 1961 

Home: Pittsourg, California 
1989 Results: 2nd AMA 250cc 
Grand Prix Championship 


liver must wake up at night screaming with visions of John 

Kocinski dancing in his head. For if it were not for one Mr. 
Kocinski, who knows what offers would have come Olivers’ way. 
Simply put, Kocinski’s superhuman efforts tend to make the 
others look less-than-spectacular, and Oliver has suffered the 
most because of it. But take Little John away and Oliver would 
shine. 

Rich was the only one to beat Kocinski on the 250cc trail in 
1989, topping him in Brainerd, and was the sole rider to keep 
him in sight at the others. This may have proved to be Rich’s 
undoing, however, as he crashed at Loudon and Sears Point 
while trying to keep Kocinski honest. His late-season crashes put 
a dent in an otherwise highly-successful season, and it was he 
who went home with the Castrol $10,000 bonus (because of 
Kocinski’s contractual agreements with Motul Oil). 

There’s no denying the speed with which Oliver circulates on 
a 950. The northern Californian brings a professional approach to 
the AMA circuit, and if he indeed gets a ride in the GPs he will 
be missed. But no one other than Kocinski may be as deserving 
of such an opportunity. 


PHOTOS BY PAUL CARRUTHERS AND BERT SHEPARD 
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5. JAMIE JAMES 


Born: March 9, 1961 - 
Home: Denham Springs, Louisiana 
1989 Results: AMA Superbike 


National Champion 


na way it’s a shame that Jamie James had @ point lead to 
I protect as the Superbike series wound down because we 
may not have seen him at his best. Jamie proved his intelligence 
late in the season by riding conservatively to win the Superbike 
National Championship, but it did little to enhance his repute. 
tion. If the points race had indeed been tighter, we may have 
ith Chandler and Russell in the final two 


seen James mix it up wi 
races - and his rating here could have been considerably higher | 


because Of it. 

But one can't forget the early part of the season and that’s 
where Jamie made his mark. The soft-spoken Louisianan finished = 
second at Daytona, and third at Road Atlanta before he finally 
won his-first and only race of the season at Loudon. He may 
won the following race in Wisconsin, but a silly accident with 
him and Russell put them both out of the race on the final lap. ig 
was his second such crash at Road America, ashe had pre & 
viously tangled with David Sadowski and Chandler in the 750cc a 
Supersport class. The crash-marred weekend at Road.America Se 
may in fact have slowed James more than his point, lead as it 3 
likely lingered in the back of his mind in the final races: 

When one looks at the record book in 10 years, lOwever, it 4 
will read that Jamie James won the Superbike Charngaonship in qq 
1989 - and that, more than anything, will be some i 
can be proud of. . bs 
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6. Scott RUSSELL 


Born: October 28, 1964 

Home: Jonesboro, Georgia _ 
1989 Results: 2nd AMA Superbike 
National Championship 


hen Russell recalls the 1989 Superbike season he will likely 
look back at it as the one that got away. Going into the 

_ season, the Georgian was the favorite to come away with the 
Superbike crown. He had proven his prowess in 1988, and with 
top equipment in '89 he looked set to be dominant. 

Things change quickly, however, and his crash at the start of 
the season in Daytona instantly set him back both in points and 
in confidence. He rebounded strongly, however, taking his first 
National win of the season at Road Atlanta - but the champion- 
ship was still somewhat of a long shot. A practice crash in 
Loudon saw the lanky Russell break his collaroone, yet he bravely 
rode to a third-place finish in the National. 

) Road America saw him clash with James on the final lap and 
both crashed out with no points to show for it. It was Russell 
who suffered more because he, after all, needed the points 
more than James. At Mid-Ohio he rode to a strong second-place 
finish behind Chandler and he did likewise at the final round in 
Kansas - but his late-season spurt left him short in the race for 
the championship. 

Russell has youth on his side and if he indeed comes back 
for another shot at the title in ‘90, he once again will enter the 
chase as a favorite. And maybe this time the favorite will win. 
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7. RICHARD ARNAIZ 


Born: March 7, 1962 

Home: Stockton, California 

1989 Results: 3rd AMA Superbike 
National Championship 


f race results were based solely on talent, 

Arnaiz would be a difficult man to beat. Rich 
won his first Superbike National when James and 
Russell took each other out at Road America, and 


he suddenly became a factor in the championship. 


His tendency to crash too often impaired Rich's 
chances as the circuit moved to the final two 
races. As he led his heat race at Mid-Ohio, Arnaiz 
crashed out - forcing him to start from the back of 
the grid for the National and all but ending his 
chances to beat James and gain more ground. At 
the next round in Kansas, mechanical failure from 
his Yamaha in the heat race again put him on the 
back row. Although he bravely fought through the 
pack, he couldn't beat James when it counted 
and he ended up third in the championship. 

With the proper factory support Arnaiz would 
be a favorite to win the championship in 1990. 
His pure speed on a Superbike is hard to match, 
and with more competitive machinery his 
tendency to tip over may be erased. 


PHOTOS BY PAUL CARRUTHERS 
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8. ROBBIE PET: RSE 


Born: November 11, 19¢ 
Home: Zimoaowe 

1989 Results: 4th AMA © Jcc 
Grand Prix National Che dionshi 


he final race of the season ir sas showe 

how far Roobie Petersen hac _me in 198 
The Zimbabwean finished secon —zhind 
John Kocinski and, although he w _ far behing, 
he had impressively topped the of the 3 
field after a near race-long battle — ‘1 Rich Oln 
Thomas Stevens and Donnie Gre- ~ And sece 
behind Kocinkski, after all, can 6< ~ onsidered 
victory. 

Petersen came to the U.S. midway throught 
1988 season and rode a Honda R$250 in plec: 
his injured friend, multi-time Worid Champion 
Kork Ballington. For the 1989 season he hook 
up with John Lassak and the two decided to 
Aprilias rather than the standard Yamanes N¢ 
effort to gain an advantage on Kocinsk!'s Kenn 
Roberts team. As it turns out it was often aim 
for the team to obtain parts for the Aprile a 
the promised help from the Rotax factory ne 
materialized. in 

Petersen made the best of the situation ¥ 
addition to finishing fourth in the 250cc cre 
ionship, the former South African Superoike 
Champion rode in selected Supersport nae 
Endurance races in 1989, making his mark 
Yamaha FZR600. 


9. THOMAS STEVENS 


Born: September 20, 1964 

Home: Cape Coral, Florida 

1989 Results: 5th AMA 950cc 
Grand Prix National Championship 


W hen Thomas Stevens beat Doug Polen 

in a straight fight during a 600cc Supersport 
1 race at Road Atlanta in 1986, his future as an 
American star seemed almost certain. Stevens 
went on to compete in the WERA Endurance ser- 
ies in 1987, but his big break came with his inclu- 
sion in the Team Nordica Roberts 250cc team in 
1988. For two years now he has been the number 
two rider behind John Kocinski on Roberts’ team. 

This past season wasn't a great one for Stevens 
as he seemed to lack the confidence needed to 
compete at the top of the 250cc class. But by 
season end, the Floridian was back where he 
belongs - near the top of the 250cc heap. Based 
on the past two years, Stevens would have to be 
picked as the third-best 250cc rider in the U.S. - 
but his poor showing early in 1989 has dropped 
him behind Petersen on that list. 

Stevens will return to four-stroke racing in 1990 
after signing a contract with Vance & Hines to 
ride the AMA Superbike and AMA/CCS 600cc 
Supersport Series on Yamaha OWO01s and 
FZRO600s. We project the move to be a positive 
one for Stevens. If he regains the confidence that 
he had that day at Road Atlanta when he beat 
Polen, he could easily end up as a contender for 
the Superbike National Championship. 
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10. DALE 
QUARTERLEY 


Born: January 25, 1961 

Home: Rockland, Massachusetts 
1989 Results: 2nd AMA Pro Twins 
Grand Prix National Championship 
9th Superbike Nat’! Championshio 


he hard-riding Quarterley was forced to 

Click it a notch higher in 1989 when Randy 
Renfrow and the Commonwealth Honda 
appeared on the scene. Dale seemed up to the 
challenge, however, and up until the final two 
races it appeared he would win his second suc- 
cessive Twins title. But a mechanical failure at 
Sears Point gave Renfrow hope and it all came 
down to the season finale in Kansas. 

What ensued was a race-iong battle between 
the two rivals, but in the end Quarterley crashed - 
handing the title to Renfrow. Dale is making the 
transition to stock Car racing, but he most likely 
will 6@ back on the National circuit again in 1990 
He was consistently at the top of the Twins heap, 
and he also put in some admirable performances 
n the Superbike races - not to mention a 
championship-winning year as part of the 
Dutchman Racing endurance effort. 
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FINAL 4980 
SUPERBIKE GP 
POINT STANDINGS © 


1, Jamie James 
2. Scott Russell 

3. Richard Amaiz 
4. Donald Jacks 


ELKHART LAKE 
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8. Tom Kipp - 9 6 70 —~ 9 34 
9. Dale Quarterley - -—- 6 ~~ ~~ 43 929 
10. Rueben McMurter - 0 -—- ~ 4 = 4 
David Sadowski - 6 -—- ~ 5 ~ 9 
12. Joe Pittman 6 3 - 8 3 — 2 
John Eldenberger 4 6 2 4 4 - 20 
14. Ottis Lance 44 2 a 3 _ 3. (19 
16. Jeff Farmer = a es 4G OS Oe 
17, Dan Chivington - -=- = = 73 = 13 PRIX FINAL STANDINGS 6 
Keith Pinkstaff 8 5 - - =—- = 43 4. Randy Rentrow A Seclh re iat 
Kevin Rentzell 13 - -—- ~~ — = 43 2. Dale Quarterley 2. ei ti lug! 
20. Scott Zampach _— 4 — 7 - -— 1" 3. James Adamo 3, ai YY 
21. Mark Bougas - = 9 - 4 —- 10 4. Duane Summers 4. Seirendialling 
Jeff Heino - -—- 0 —- = = 40 5. Kevin Erion 5. ite font S 
23. Mark Chin _ _ _ 9 - - 9 6. Randy Shemwell 6. Pa psi 
24. Eric Moe 2 - -—- 6 =~ = 8 7. Frank Shockley 7. Ken 
25. Kurt Hall - =- =—- = 7 - 7 8. David Kieffer 8. Pete Jo nson 
Rich Schlachter 7 -—- = = = = 7 9. Waren Elliott 9. Walter Sakowski 
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Cary Andrew - = = 5 - = 5 
Marc Smith - 5 5 
Jay Springsteen 5 —- = =| | = 5 
31. Jim Sabin = ee FINAL 4989 
Ricky Orlando i i - 2 - —- 4 < = 
33. Tod Hebert _ = 3 - - - : GP Z ¥ ; 5 
34. Jonn Hopperstad - SF FO FO 4 AMA 250c¢ s = Q = = § 5 , 
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POINTSTANDINGS 3 $c 2 8° G5 
4. John Kocinski 20 — #16 2 2 20 2 QD 1% 
2. Richard Oliver 16 20 . - i [ 
3. Don Greene " 10 Pe 2 a 
4. Robble Petersen 13. 13 
5. Thomas Stevens - = 7 1. 11. 16 13 
6. Doug Brauneck - 7 14 8 9 10 7 : 
7, Daniel Coe 10 8 8 9 8 2 603 
8. Chris D’Aluisio 8 - 6 — 10 7 9 ; 
9. Alan Carter 9 9 - 0 #113 — = ‘i 
Richard Moore 13 § 9 — _ 6 = 
44. Cam Roos 2 4 2 5 5 5 5 : 
12. Miguel DuHamel 7 “4 = 8B = = = : 
13. Jimmy Filice 6 -—- —- = = = i; 
14. James Stephens - - 4 7 - 8 = ‘i 
15. Al Salaveria = 2 8 = S| = 8 : 
16. William Himmelsbach - -~- ~ 4 4 4 3 is 
17. Steve Crevier 5 6 — = : 
18. Ben Williams = 3 3 ~ 4 - = ; 
19. Jon Comwell 6 _ a - - = = = : 
20. Brent Van De Stadt a _ = -_ - 3 = i 
21. Jim DeWitte 4 = 6 me be =. = = : 
Eric Kondo 4 a S tf. : 
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“YOUR SPORTBIKE HEADQUARTERS”’ 


WINDSCREENS 
BRAS 

TANK PADS 

TANK COVERS 
COWLINGS 

SEAT COWLS 
FAIRINGS 
CORBIN SADDLES 
HOT TIP EXHAUST 


SUZUKI GS500E 


KAWASAKI EX500 


HONDA HAWK GT 


KAWASAKI EX500 


TARGA ACCESSORIES INC. —— 

23601A RIDGE ROUTE DRIVE HONDA CB-1 
LAGUNA HILLS, CA 92653 

(714) 472-1022 « (714) 472-3719 FAX SEND $4.00 FOR 1990 FULL LINE 4 COLOR CATALOG. 


KAZ YOSHIMA ano ONTARIO 


Performance Exhaust Systems 


“Before | build an exhaust system for a particular bike, | first go out and ride the bike to see howit 
performs and how the stock powerband feels. | could build a pipe for just peak power, but if the 
bike already has a strong peak powerband, but no midrange, then on a tight track or in a road 
riding situation you'll probably end up running slower. So | design and tune a new pipe 
application to improve a bike's powerband where it needs it most to make the bike more rideable. 
The result is a stronger overall powerband providing quicker lap times?” 
Any pipe manufacturer can offer a “tuned” header system, but no other production pipe on 
the market today offers the power advantage found in an Ontario systems. That advantage is the 
exhaust flow diffuser located in the collector of all Ontario head- 
ers. Found in hand-built factory prototype exhausts, the exhaust 
flow diffuser smooths exhaust flow from the individual header 
pipes into the collector. The turbulence of exhaust gases dump- 
ing into the collector is eliminated, providing smoother, faster 
exhaust flow and stronger sonic wave pulses back through the 
system. For total overall powerband improvement and perfor- 
mance, Ontario Exhaust Systems beat out all other production 
built pipes. 

Ontario Exhaust Systems are available for all late model 
sport bikes from your local dealer or from Sudco International 
direct. Street Systems are priced from $275.00 and Competition 
Systems from $295.00. 


CALL TO ORDER (213) 747-5173 


BB QUALITY MOIORCYCLE PRODUCTS 
See 


1824 East 22nd Street * Los Angeles, CA 90058 
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ayne Gardner 
W stands in control, 
hands delicately 


fondling twin throttles as 
Kanga’s twin V-8 diesels, 
quadruple turbochargers 
and 1400 hp yield to his 
command. 

This is the ex-World Cham- 
pion’s racing psychotherapy 


wing great chunks of 
throwing g ko to left and 


right, The Australian |s relaxed 
and at home. Monaco has 
been his stomping ground for 
over three years and a vital 
safe port in a pal 


1989 season. 
The pain of his Laguna 


Seca crash still lingers, a 


foaming Wa! 


admit. 


where else, commutin 


nfully stormy 


cost more than he likas to 


Gardner now spend 
time in Monaco than sl 
hecty ol thetic” 
each Grand Prix. As a tax 
exile, he’s not allowed to Own 
property in his country of birth 
and is only allowed to treaq 


AT HOME WITH WAYN 


E GARDNER, 


CAN THE W! 


ZARD 


OF OZ RE 
THE MAGI 


BY MATT OXLEY 


GAIN 
Cc? 


PHOTOGRAPHY BY PATRICK GOSLING 
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and as neatly cropped hair is 
pressed against scalp by a 
40-knot breeze, a thin grin of 
satisfaction breaks out 
beneath the Ray Bans to 
prove the medicine Is good. 
Gardner's terrier face is 
framed by the plush apart- 
ment blocks of Monaco, 
rising and falling in the back- 
ground as Kanga thumps 
from one wave to the next, 


slight limp perceptible as 
Gardner moves about his 
pride and joy - a 46-foot Sun- 
seeker motor yacht which 


“l ask myself 
sometimes 
whether I'm still 
able to do it, itis 


a worry.” 


pare for 1990. 


self a lot of questions 
ter. Since the April c: 
the U.S. Grand Prix, F 
struggled to redisco 
form. He’s never qui 
his old aggressive s« 
the Rothmans Hon: 
NSR500 - his renowr 
throttle, hang-on-fo 
style rarely had the 
pointing where it 01 
but he had an unc 
knack of getting ac 
finish line first. Since 
the style has been | 


Wayne Gardner's Monaco 
apartment overlooks the port 
city of the rich and famous. 


Australian soil for two months 
a year. After a brief autumn 
visit Down Under he will retum 
to the cosmopolitan Mediter- 
ranean principality tc ore- 


Gardner will be asx 1g him- 


“Is win- 
hat 


‘his old 
iooked 
aboard 


+ max- 
rimelife 
Ke 
nt to be 
iny 
gs the 
1e fall, 
ore res 


trained, less wild, and the 


world is wondering if Gardner 


is still a winner. 


“Lask myself sometimes 
whether I’m still able to do it. 
it is a worry.” He admits. 

Such self-doubt could be 
mistaken for a fatal vein of 
weakness in Gardner's 
macho make-up. But a little 
misgiving is not a bad psy- 
chology for a racer. 
year old were Cock-sure of 
winning in 1990, he’d be 


if the 30 


vastly underestimating the 
task ahead 

He’s already made the 
mistake of underrating this 
season's comeback from 
injury which developed into a 
depressing saga of disasters, 

“Basically | came back too 
early,” Gardner said. “| was 
trying to get back on the gas 
and win again. Then Honda 
had me testing all this new 
chassis stuff when | should 
have just been concentrat- 
ing on getting back into the 
groove.” 

The Laguna leg break was 
a bad one - three fractures to 
the left tibia and fibia includ- 
ing a nasty spiral break. The 
damage was bad enough to 
nurture rumors of Gardner's 
retirement and as usual the 
paddock grapevine wasn't 
far from the truth. 

“The injury hit so hard | 
thought a lot about giving 
up. Id won the first Australian 
GP, I'd won a World Cham- 
pionship, in a way it felt like 
enough.” 

Gardner's despair was 
understandable. In the space 
of seven days he’d gone from 
the fairytale heights of win- 
ning that desperate Phillip 
Island GP to choking on the 
Laguna dust. In retrospect, he 
had it coming to him. 

“I'd lost my respect for 
danger. I'd begun to think | 
was invincible, immortal. But | 
needed a little bump, not a 
big ‘un.” 

Only those who witnessed 
Gardner's Phillip Island win 
can appreciate the swell of 
national pride that gripped 
Australia that weekend and 
still held Gardner during the 
U.S race. The victory domi- 
nated the national con- 
sciousness - political cartoons 
in the biggest newspapers 
were worked around Gardner 
and his NSR, those same 
papers carried features on 
Gardner's next-day hang- 
over. Everyone from Prime 
Minister Bob Hawke to Out- 
back sheep shearers talked 
about their boy’s win. 

It was an emotional high 
that Gardner realizes will 
never be repeated even if he 
wins another Australian GP. 
But the thoughts of retire- 
ment didn’t last too long. 

“Being a couch potato 
back in Monaco drove me 


crazy,” he concedes. ™| 
started watching the GPs on 
TV and was jumping up and 
down on the sofa. Then | 


“Basically | came 
back too early... 
| was trying to get 
back on the gas 
and win again.” 


realized | was too much into 
it - | had to get back and be 
winning again before the 
season was out.” 

Gardner returned after just 
two months, with his leg still 
encased in plaster beneath 
his leathers. The first ride at 
Assen - to an heroic sixth 
place - reinforced confi- 
dence prematurely. In Soa a 
week later, he was lucky to 
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survive unscathed when a 
front disc exploded. At Le 
Mans he fell heavily in the 
race, he broke down at 
Donington Park and took 
third at Anderstorp after Rai- 
ney had fallen and Schwantz 
had stopped. A practice 
crash at Bmo recracked the 
bone (he didn't tell anyone) 
and the season ended with a 
steady seventh in Brazil - “| 
wanted to be able to drive 
the boat in one piece.” 

As one disaster followed 
another, the normal breezy 
confidence was replaced by 
confusion and a little anger, 
and major negotiations to 


Gardner finds relaxment and 
recluse in Monaco, and the 
occasional sprint around town 
on his Harley-Davidson. 


“I'd lost my 
respect for 
danger. I'd 
begun to think | 
was invincible, 
immortal. But | 
needed a little 
bump, nota 
big ’un.” 


end an eight-year associa- 
tion with Honda only added 
to the tensions. 

The offer from Giacomo 
Agostini’s Marlboro Yamaha 
team was a huge one 
(around $2 million), setting 
new records in GP pay deals. 
While Gardner swears that 
money is not a major motiva- 
tor, he was ready fo go. 
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“I really was going fo go: By 


mid-season I'd made my 
mind up and was off, Ago 
basically said there was No 
limit to the money: | told . 
Honda | was probably going 
to leave - | said, ‘Youve got 
Eddie, you don't need me 
and Ago wants me. It’s nice 
wanted.” 
aes in the depths of 


“| told them 9verything - 
their chins were on the floor | 
told them | wasn’t happy with 
the machine, how disqn. 
pointed | was with the wa 
they'd handled Eddie's move 
to Honda and lots of litle 
things I'd bottled up inside» 

By August the Hondg 
option was on again ang 
even though the phone kent 


despair in a dismal season, 
was flattered by Ago’s keen- 
ness and felt a change of 
team would do him good. 
The thought of riding a 
Yamaha was also a tantaliz- 
ing temptation but he never 
realized how hard Honda 
would work to keep him. 

In June he sat down with 
HRC bosses and poured out 
his sorrows. 


“Being A COUCH sundey 
potato back in 
Monaco drove 2-day 


me crazy ...! 


started watching + __ 


the GPs on IV. 
and was jumping ov 
up and down on 
the sofa.” 


Hog 
fom 


YAMAHA and HONDA 
1990 U.S. INTERNATIONAL 
GRAND PRIX 


500cc April 6th, 7th and Sth 
250cc ide | 


RACEWAY 


Monterey, California 


aft! 


Eddie Lowson 


<Se 
fl 


SANCTIONED SANCTIONED 


Sou 


FOR INFORMATION 
CALL (408) 648-5100 


Y, HONDA Mariboro 
7 prong Come ride with us. PF 


Toyota is the Official Car and Truck of Laguna Seca Raceway 


SAVE $15 ON GENERAL ADMISSION! ORDER NOW! 


TICKET ORDER CAMPING * NO SATURDAY ONLY TICKETS AVAILABLE! 
* ADMISSION TICKETS NOT GOOD FOR 
TICKET ADVANCE PRICE NO. | TOTAL ARRIVAL PRICE CAMPING. 
6 | Motor- Wednesday through . 
Sunday rane $ 25.00 x cycles Saturday Night $ 15.00 x poh la NOT GOOD FOR 
RV‘s ond 
General 
Oth Wednesday through e 
tiny (Ain | 80 rae | oss CDN UNDE 1 YEAR OF AGERE 
G i 
3-Day | Admission $45.00 x Nome + ALL TICKETS $15.00 MORE AT GATE. 
nticlin — * CAMPING PERMIT $10.00 MORE AT GATE. 
4-Day Reserved Grandstand $75.00 x Gty/State/Zip 
vip © Turn 110) Turn 4 oo ae Send orders to: 
CO Check or money order payable to SCRAMP SCRAMP 
Admission R ed 
Flag Srond stead: ticaglieily $175.00 x “| MasterCard ot Visa # P.O. Box SCRAMP 
Room —_| Infield Parking ‘sisi bak Monterey, CA 93942 


b GReag- NEWSPAPER 


CYCLE ws - 


America’s Wee torcycle Newspaper - 
Home delivered e\ pry week! 
Have your copy defi: 


planet earth 


COPY OFFER 


Let us show you what it is like to get the latest news, facts and details 
about the world and-sport of motorcycling. We will send you the latest 
copy - free. Once you see for yourself just how interesting and convenient 
getting CYCLE NEWS weekly is; you’ ‘Il want to keep it coming for a 
long time. If, for some reason, you decide that CYCLE NEWS is not 
for you, no problem. Simply write cancel on. your bill and you'll owe 
nothing. Keep the sample copy with our compliments. 


Fill out the order, form, below and send in today” 
FREE CYCLE NEWS SAMPLE COPY ORDER FORM Cl YES! Send me a free sample copy. If, fc some. 
Please fill out completely and print clearly reason, CYCLE NEWS is not for me, ! | write 
cancel on my bill ($35.00/year - ec ssues) 
and owe nothing. | can keep my samp:2 with 
NAME your compliments. 


1 YES! I'm ae convinced I'll take a subscrip- 

tion now. Send me a year's worth - 50 issues 

ADDRESS for $35.00 - that’s over $50.00 off the regular 
newstand price. 


CITY STATE ZIP 


O Send me a bill. 
SHDNE. ORDER DATE O oo enclosed - Check or money order only, 
(Charge my OVisa O Mastercard 
SEND ORDER TO: Card No. 
CYCLE NEWS Expiration Date 
P.O. Box 498, Long Beach, CA 90801 -0498 Signature 
Of 3) 427-7433 QO This is a new subscription. 
p24 Hour FAX Order Line (213) 427- 6685 C1 This fs a ranewel, 
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“The boat’s 
something to 
occupy my mind. 
fs ahobby... 
Htakes my mind 
off racing.” 


ringing, Gardner opted to 
stay loyal to the marque 
which had brought him into 

- GP racing in 1983. Three days 
after the final GP in Brazil, he 
signed his second two-year 
contract with HRC. 

The deal ended the mental 
distractions of GP contract 
politics which Gardner be- 
lleves had already played a 


major part in his Laguna crash. 


“| was in a bad mental 
state, still bumped Up about 
the Eddie/Honda thing and 
totally knackered after the 
Australian GP. Basically, I'd 
never rested enough all win- 
ter and the media build-up 
to Phillie Island was too 
much,” 

Media pressures have been 
another reason for Gardner 


seeking anonymity amongst 
Monaco’s superstar popu- 
lace. Down Under the 
demands from the papers 
and TV are unrelenting - a 
famous face has a price both 
ways. 

“Everybody leaves me 
alone here. Back home it 
never stops with PR and TV 
work, We get the occasional 
snide remark about being 


tax-exiles but nothing bad.” 
Gardner may have a flash 
boat, but his Monaco lifestyle 
is far from the distasteful 
extravagance of the princi- 
pallity’s richer subjects. He 
and girlfriend of 11 years and 
wife from November 18th, 
Donna Forbes, share a one- 
bedroom, 11th floor apart- 
ment overlooking Prince 


Ranier's castle. The rooms are 
modestly furnished and 
lightly smattered with 
mementoes of a glorious 
career and four prints of his 
birthplace - the Sydney sub- 
urb of Wollongong. Donna 
only allows pictures of the 
man himself to be mounted 
on the walls of the lavatory! 
To a self-confessed water 
baby who grew up hanging 


10 off the top of the surf 
which crashes upon Wollon- 
gong’s shoreline, Monaco’s 
most prized attraction is the 
sea - upon which floats 
Gardner's most prized posses- 
sion - his boat. Kanga is a 
therapy — a 46-foot, 1400 hp 
brain soother with two bed- 
rooms, two (microscopic ) 
bathrooms, a living room, kit- 


“It’s a psycho- 
logical thing - 
once | can ski, 
rll be convinced 
the leg’s strong 
enough to take 
the racing 
knocks.” 


Gardner's longtime girlfriend 
Donna became his wife in 
November; Gardner's prized 
toy is his 46-foot, 14400 hp boat, 
aptly named Kanga. 


chen and, most important of 
all, a sun deck. Gardner likes 
nothing more than to motor 
away from Monaco for a few 
days, dropping anchor miles 
from telephones and other 
worldly distractions for a spot 
of diving. 

“The boat's something to 
occupy my mind. It’s a 
hobby. I’m leaming all about 
navigation at the moment. It 
takes my mind off racing.” 

There's also an impressive 
speedboat - built for speed 
not comfort - moored in Aus- 
tralia, but water-skiing is out 
of the question until the leg is 
back to full strength. 

“It’s a psychological thing - 
once | can ski, I'll be con- 
vinced the leg‘s strong 
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enough to take the racing 
knocks. All season I've known 
another crash could smash It 
again - It came close in 
Czecho,” 

While Gardner wonders 
about overcoming the set- 
backs of '89, there’s one more 
nagging wory: He's got an 
apartment in Monaco, smart 


“It worries me that 
I may fall into the 
syndrome of not 
wanting to take 
risks any longer.” 


cars (including a Ferrari Tes- 
tarossa kept in London), a 
flashy boat and plenty in the 
pank - does he need racing 
anymore? 

“It worries me that | may 
fall into the syndrome of not 
wanting to take risks any 
longer. But you know, I've 
never even considered how 
much I’m worth. I’ve never sat 
down to work it out because 
that'd make me worry even 
more.” 


Have no fears though, talk 
Gardner off the dismal chap- 
ter of ‘89 and turn the page 
to next season and the old 
spark of aggression lights in 
those eyes - the hunger for 
glory is still there. The arms 
begin to whirl, the expletives 
flow - the talk of taking on 
Schwaniz, Rainey as well as 


Wayne hopes to be back in 
the habit of collecting tro- 
phies in 1990; he will again be 
aboard a Rothmans Honda. 


Lawson gets him animated. 

“| want to restore credibility 
next year and get up with 
the front-runners. | felt a real 
wally this season. I’m still as 
competitive and however 
fast Wayne and Kevin are, 
Eddie proved that expe- 
rience wins. Kenny Roberts 
had a long chat with me a 
while back. He told me | can 
still do it and that means a 
lot to me.” 

King Kenny's vote of confi- 
dence Is vital fo Gardner who 
knows he’s the only man 
capable of mixing it with 
Roberts’ successors - the holy 
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American trinity of Lawson, 
Rainey and Schwaniz. Since 
Gardner arrived on the GP 
scene In 1983, Americans 
have won 68 GPs, the Austral- 
ians won 14 and Europeans 
have won two. Come March 
1990, the ‘87 World Champ- 
ion will be answering a lot 

of questions. 


= 


“TL want to restore 
credibility next 
year and get y 
with the front- 
runners. | felt q 
real wally this 
season.” 


Dear Motorcycle Art Collector, 
YOUR PRINTS ARE READY. 


They are the "Famous Racing Memories” a series of 
increasing value created by Jeff Gundlach especially for 
the readers of Cycle News and Motorcycle Road Racer 
Illustrated! Using the latest Mylar Lithography, these 
full-size prints are the finest multiple original works of 
art available, only through this special offer. Guaranteed 
satisfaction or your money back. 


ISLE OF MANsigned and numbered 
90 remain from edition of 179 


CYCLE NEWS PRODUCTS 


DAYTONA 200signed and numbered FINE ART PRINTS 
104 remain from edition of 213 


2201 Cherry Ave., 
Send $9900 cnc Long Beach, CA 90801 


Post Paid Ready to Frame 


(213) 427-7433 


: 24 Hr. Fax Order Line (213) 427-6685 
Please order by phone, fax, or mail $99 each (please specify) 


Visa, Mastercard acceptable California Residents add 6%% sales tax (LA County 634% sales tax) 
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King Kenny Roberts and Fast Freddie 
Spencer did battle during the Daytona 
200; Roberts won this 1984 war after 
Spencer had taken away his World 
Championship in 1983. 
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(Above) The title of Mr. Superbike i 

would have to go to Flyin’ Fred Me 
Californian won three Superbike ( 
ships in the U.S. before going on t« 
successive World Superbike Cham; 
that’s five titles in the last six years 


(Above) Nobody 
had the success of 
Mike Baldwin in 


AMA Formula 
One racing in the 
80s. The Connec- 
ticut resident won 
four champion- 
ships on Honda 
two-strokes from 
1982-1985. (Left) 
Bubba Shobert 
showed he wasn’t 
just a dirt tracker 
with his Superbike 
title in 1988. The 
Texan pulled off a 
surprise cham- 
pionship win over 
fellow Lone Star 
State resident 
Doug Polen. 
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Wes Cooley won the AMA Superbike Champion. 
ship for the first time in 1979, and he repeated the 


“BANU J) une ig BUICS task a year later to become a two-time champion. 

Superbike Formula One The first aan olay cameos of the 
a rint il hi 

1980 - Wes Cooley 1980 - Richard Schlachter ae 
1981 - Eddie Lawson 1981 - Dale Singleton has since rebounded from his injuries to race 
1982 - Eddie Lawson 1982 - Mike Baldwin again, mostly in the WERA Endurance Series. 
1983 - Wayne Rainey 1983 - Mike Baldwin 
1984 - Fred Merkel 1984 - Mike Baldwin 
1985 - Fred Merkel 1985 - Mike Baldwin 
1986 - Fred Merkel 1986 - Randy Renfrow 
1987 - Wayne Rainey 
1988 - Bubba Shobert *the Formula One class was dropped 
1989 - Jamie James after the 1986 season by the AMA. 


Upland, California’s 
Eddie Lawson first 
made his mark on a 
Kawasaki superbike 
in 1980, finishing 
second to Wes Cooley 
in the champion- 
ship. Lawson would 
go on to win the 
tide in 1981 and 
1982, three years 
prior to becoming 
the 500cc World 
Champion - a feat 
he would accomp- 
lish four times in 
the 80s. 
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With Eddie Lawson depart- 
ing for Europe, his close 
friend Wayne Rainey soon 
took over where Eddie had 
left off, winning the super- 
bike crown for Kawasaki in 
1983. In 1984, Wayne 
headed for Europe to 
campaign a Kenny Roberts- 
backed 250cc Yamaha; he 
was soon back in the middle 
of the superbike wars, how- 
ever, and in 1987 he won his 
second such championship, 
this time on a factory- SS a) ee 
backed Honda VFR750. oa See ee 


(Above) A young Kevin 
Schwantz (shown here at 
Sears Point in 1986) never 
won a Superbike National 
Championship, but his 
inspiring efforts put him on 
track for Grand Prix 
stardom. (Right) In 1989, 
Jamie James gave Suzuki 
its first Superbike 
Championship since 
Cooley’s 1980 effort. 
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40-44 AMA National 
Daytona Beach, Florida 


47-48 World Superbike 
Jerez, Spain 

24-25 Grand Prix 
Suzuka, Japan 


7-8 Grand Prix 
Laguna Seca, Califomia 


4546 World 
Donington Park, 


24-22 ps 
Rio de Janiero, Brazil 


28-29 World Superbike 
Hungaroring, Hungary 


5-6 AMA National 

Road Atlanta, Georgia 

5-6 World Superbike 
Hockenheim, West Germany 
42-43 Grand Prix 

Jarama, Spain 

49-20 Grand Prix 

Misano, Italy 

49-20 World Superbike 

Rio de Janiero, Brazil 

26-27 Grand Prix 
Nurourgring, West Germany 


2-3 World 

Mosport, 
9-40 Grand Prix 
Salzourgring, Austria 
9-40 World Superbike 
Brainerd, Minnesota 
4647 Grand Prix 
Rijeko, Yugoslavia 
4647 AMA National 
Loudon, New Hampshire 
30 Grand Prix 
Assen, Holland 


24-22 Grand Prix 
Circuit de Paul Ricard, France 


+5 Grand Prix 
Donington Park, England 


45 AMA Nationol 
Mid-Ohio, Ohio 
14-42 Grand Prix 
Anderstorp, Sweden 


25-26 Grand Prix 
Bmo, Czechoslovakia 
25-26 World Superbike 
Sugo, Japan 

25-26 AMA National 
Portland, Oregon 


&9 AMA National 

Topeka Park, Kansas | 
1546 Grand Prix 
Sydney, Australia 


6&7 World Superbike 
Misano, Ifaly 

43-14 AMA National 
Willow Springs, California 


34 World Superbike 
Shah Alam, Malasia 
{0-44 World Superbike 
Oran Park, Australia 
17-48 World 
Mansfeild, New Zealand 


Mee he fourth decade of World 
Championship racing was 
ushered in by Kenny Roberts, 
and out by Eddie Lawson. In 
between came Freddie Spencer. 
At the end stood Kevin Schwantz and 
Wayne Rainey. The Eighties belonged 
to the American dynasty. 

And by the end of it, the size of the 
riders’ motorhomes, bankrolls, private 
boats, ranches and car collections had put 
a capital “‘D"’ on the word. 

Big money came to racing in the 
Seventies — at least partly through the 
influence of Barry Sheene — but it was 
peanuts compared with the ebb and flow 
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of the millions by the end of the Eighties. 
And, as Dynasty demonstrates, big 
money has as its inseparable companions 
not only snobbery and ostentation, but 
also greed and envy. And (whisper the 
word) gangsters. 

Thus the Eighties saw increasingly 
vicious political fighting. The decade 
began in the wake of the unsuccessful 
World Series with the participants in the 
sport at loggerheads with the governing 
body, the FIM; and ended in a similar 
way. The difference was that the stakes 
were not so high then, and the players 
(at least those on the breakaway World 
Series side) were sportsmen looking to 


P raci 


BY MICHAEL SCOTT 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY HENNY RAY ABRAMS 


improve the sport. Nowadays = 
heavy hitters have moved in ae 
game is altogether more aia th sam 
Sedition from within the 
body, with the possible sup 
major factories, also threatened 
traditional make-up of Gp - th 122 
specifically the premier 500cc «ins ; 
which soaring machine prices had « as, i 
more exclusive than ever Fro Made 
outside came the thre ™M th rider 


at of Supe 
racing, the first one out. of Perbik. 


“alternative’’ World Cham 
that looked like it might achievers a. 
On the other hand, major Giles a. 
track safety have resulted in what appear shi; 
(without any serious statistical com ope 
ison having been made) to be a ~ =. 
decided drop in the number of deaths a # 
serious injuries. The old Nurburgring fxr 
and the road tracks of 5 8 and 
Francorchamps, Imatra and Brno asn 
joined the Isle of Man in World Cham 
pionship oblivion. Prize and travellin, stre 
money have increased to the extent tha Spe 
the GP season is a viable propositio, pic 
even for the low-budget privateers. Th, ou! 
races are now widely televised (although rid 
not as widely as the amount of effor 
spent on it would have led one to hope 
and GP racing has one foot well in the 
door to the kind of high-gloss prosperity 
that has brought such riches, and such 
remoteness, to F-| car racing. 

Does this sound like progress? Well 
in the end, there is only one way t 
measure that in racing .. . against the 
stopwatch. 


10 yeah 


Vey 


BOvernip, mini 
POTt of th, wint 


S€vera 


* 


This should be a simple task — but 
in fact it is hard to find direct compar- 
isons over the decade. Apart irom the 
vagaries of the weather, there have been 
a number of changes to existing circuits. 
Even so, one can have a stab at it, and 
the facts are impressive. 

The closest you can get, on one of very 
few circuits that hasn’t been shortened, 
reprofiled, or ameliorated by chicanes, is 
at the Hockenheimring in West Get 
many. In 1979, the race there was won 
by Wil Hartog (Suzuki) in 42:33.90 (113.0 
mph); while fastest lap was set by second: 
placed Kenny Roberts (Yamaha), al 
2:12.40 (114.7 mph). In 1989, over the 


sam’ distance, Wayne Rainey's YZ7R 
Yamaha had saved more than three 
minutes and gained almost 10° mph, 
winning 1 39:14.75, at an average of 
1229 mph; while Kevin Schwantz 
(Suzuki) set the fastest lap at 2:02.68 
(128.9 mph) 

Well, af nothing else, the bikes and 
riders are goInE a lot faster 


The Racing 

The American invasion began in the 
Seventies, and was consummated with 
the three consecutive World Champion- 
ships of Kenny Roberts. The final one 
opened the E ighties, but even after Kenny 
stopped winning, he remained the most 
influential rider: and if he was beaten 
for the crown by Franco Uncini in 1981 
and Marco Lucchinelli in 1982, this was 
as much because of misfortune to himself 
as their own skill. The rival who could 
stretch him to the limit — Freddie 
Spencer — was sull coming. And cham- 
pionships (as Kevin Schwantz can point 
out) require more than being the fastest 
rider out there. 


rt 


For the most part, the 
500cc GPs in the 1980s 
were dominated by 
American road racers. 
The dynasty began 
with Kenny Roberts’ 
(far left) European 
invasion in the late 
70s, and ended with 
Eddie Lawson’s (right) 
fourth World 
Championship in 
1989. In between came 
Freddie Spencer 
(below), himself a two- 
time 500cc champion. 


i“ 


1980 — Kenny Roberts 
In 1980, there were 10 rounds, compared 
with the 15 of 1989, and all were in 
Europe. But they did include the fear- 
some road circuits of Brno in Czechos- 
lovakia, Imatra in Finland, and the old 
Nurburgring (although purpose-built, 
closer in spirit to road than specialist 
circuits). 

Nowadays, the 500s do the most races. 
Things were different then. . . the big- 
gest class didn’t go to Brno or Rujeka. 
It was an eight-round championship for 
the works and private Suzukis, Yamaha 
and the pair of works 500 Kawasakis, 
bravely wrestled around by Kork Balling- 
ton and Greg Hansford. 

The Suzukis were the best bikes, 
Yamaha stalwart Roberts the best rider, 
and while he took the utle after a series 
of three successive wins at the start of 
the season, the next-best Yamaha was 
Johnny Cecotto’s, equal sixth overall 
with White Giant, Wil Hartog’s Suzuki. 

Between these two came the fast-rising 
Randy Mamola, the brightest hope of the 
new decade; and the Italian stallions — 
Lucchinelh, Uncim and long-haired 
Graziano Rossi. Graeme Crosby, in his 
first 500-class year on the works Suzukis, 
was eighth; Kork Ballington scored only 
three umes on the evil Kawasakt, finish- 
ing 12th; the talented Hansford not at 


| 
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Thus the was set for the early 
part of the Fighnies. This time, Roberts 
had managed to overcome the 


Stage 


Many 


weaknesses of the clumsy in-line foun 
Yamaha; for the next two years. he 
wouldn't; meanwhile, the well 


established but still improving Suzuki 
had plenty of good racing life left in it. 

Which meant that deposed former 
champion Barry Sheene had made a bad 
mistake when he'd blithely announced 
to Suzuki that he'd be switching to 
Yamaha in 1980... firstly because 
though he expected them to hang on to 
him, they hadn't bothered; and secondly 
because the best Yamaha he'd managed 
to get was a stock TZ, and even with a 
Harris frame it was a lot worse than the 
factory Yamaha, which was a lot worse 
than the Suzukis. 

The way the Eighties turned out for 
British riders, all this could have been 
taken for an omen. Similarly Mamola’s 
second place, the first of four in the 
decade to come. Back then, he was a 
precocious freckle-faced kid whose 
boisterous talent propelled him to the top 
most levels. Today, nothing much has 
changed, except that his current steed, 
the Cagiva, isn’t quite capable of getting 
him there. 


L® 


TLL [eget 


1981 — Marco L«:cchinelli 
Mamola believes in retr»spect that 19 
should have been his year. Machin 
problems robbed him oi the points 
needed, with his Suzuk: below 1s ie 
most particularly at Monza, when | 
seized on the warm-up lap. Thet ? 
Assen, the return of the vier 
problems that had earlier plagued 
hard-breathing youngster put him . 
the barriers. In the end, he los! 


\ (Left) Two Italians 
i won 500cc titles 
during the 80s and 
one of them was 
Suzuki-mounted 
Franco Uncini in 
1982. (Above) 1983 
was the year of the 
unforgettable Kenny 
Roberts/ Freddie 
Spencer battle, and it 
also marked the first 


2 7 a 
4 season of 500cc Lucchinelli’s more consistent effort ' 
, racing for Eddie 11 points 
a awson (27). The same pivoted Assen OO 
3 topped the season in Suzuki = chal 
car-| it saw Roberts sidelined ane “atl 
“3 chine U! 


unable to push-start his ma 


2 3 plem w 
it was way too late. Roberts’ P¥° 


singly prosaic; a pre-race change 


surp!! 
I eather had meant a hasty tire 


in th 

chane' 
revels 
meta! backir 


ind one of his disc pads had been 
} After the warm-up lap, the 
ye plate had fused to the disc 


Sheen finished fourth behind 


Roberts. and al last had a works Yamaha, 
the OW54 square four. He seemed to be 
on his way back to the top, and the 
S factory's atutude to him was gradually 
thawing 1982 promised well 
8 = Meantime, Lucchinelh was a populat 
) champion — an ebullient extrovert who 
had done everything right while Kenny 
faltered. It made him (and his coveted 
Number One plate) a prime target for 
Honda, who proceeded to purchase both 
for their full-scale return to 500-class 


racing in 1982. 


1982 — Franco Uncini 
Honda had a greater prize. Freddie 
Spencer's first GP had been in Belgium 
in 1980, on a Yamaha (he’d got no further 
than the start line); and in 198] he’d given 
the four-stroke NR500 its best-ever 
outing, taking the screaming oval-piston 
as high as fifth before retir- 
ing... subsequent rumors insisted this 
was to avoid possible protests and 
consequent scrutineering that would 
have revealed the machine to be an 
oversize face-saver after an abortive year. 

Now Honda had built Freddie the bike 
he needed, the three-cylinder NS two- 
stroke — and a new if disappointingly 
short-lived era was about to begin. 


(Left) The flashy Marco 
Lucchinelli won Italy’s 
first 500cc crown of the 
decade in 1981 and then 
brought the number one 
plate to Honda in ’82. 
(Above) Lucchinelli, 
Randy Mamola and Barry 
Sheene - 500cc warfare in 
1981. Mamola lost the title 
to Lucchinelli by only 11 
points after an exciting 
*81 season. 


Yamaha were shaping up to face the 
new challenge with a new machine of 
their own, the first of the V-fours that 
have sustained their effort ever since; at 
first only for Kenny Roberts, while Barry 
Sheene, Marc Fontan and the new 
Agostini-Marlboro team, who had 
grabbed hold of Graeme Crosby from 
Suzuki, had to ride the square four, and 
wait and see... 

Crosby’s move was a story in 
itself... he thought he had a Suzuki 
contract, but was apparently forced out 
of the team by a still-controversial deal 
between Mamola and the Suzuki factory. 
Dismayed at the treachery, the good- 
natured Kiwi went from the frying pan 
into the fire. Although he had his best- 
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ever year on the Yamaha, finishine ia 
econd overall, the Talian team politics we 
hastened him into premature retirement ne 
while sall at the peak of his form she 


The seminal Suzuki RG square fom AES Bot 
had one more good year im it. While 


Agi 
Roberts and Honda mders suffered the ro 
usual problems of developing new me 
equipment, and the Yamaha square-fou = 
riders a variety of misfortune, it was La 
Franco Uncini who put together an a 
almost immaculate season, scoring in sae 
every one of the first nine rounds except srr 
the boycotted French GP, and only ue 
shipping up by the time his consistent 
top finishes, including five wins, had 
ammassed enough points to make him te 
unassailable ae 
ven so, he was helped by the bad luck es 
of others, notably Mamola, whose works — 
Suzuki was beset with a raft of minor a 
problems earlier on; Roberts, who hurt a 
himself in an uncharacteristic crash in — 
the Brush GP while still in a position ‘ 
to challenge; and also Sheene, who 198 


finally got his hands on the V-four 
Yamaha in Britain only to suffer the 
famous and monumental practice crash 
that came close to killing him. 

Then the Suzuki was a spent force, and 
from 1983 onwards the glory was shared 
between Honda and Yamaha. 


1983 — Freddie Spencer 
The first honors went to Spencer, after 
a season still spoken of with awe. 1983 
was the classic confrontation of the 
decade, between the retiring Kenny 
Roberts and the rising Freddie Spencer, 
in a battle that went to the wire. 

The clash went as deep as you were 
prepared to look — Roberts on the 
relatively heavy and clumsy but powerful 
Yamaha: Freddie on the nimble three- 
cylinder Honda — and both of them 


othmans 
hoo 


riding way over the edg: | the spi “ia 
prone tire of the time. 

Even today, Roberts car bring hii °U° 
self to speak well of Spx er’s mdin a. 
blaming his eventual defe on the !ai ase 
that his rival had a muc’ more usell * i 
motorcycle, and singling oui the Swe | 
GP as the pivotal point. Ai Andersto! ae 
when he thought he’d won the race P 


was instead taken by surprise by a 
young Honda rider’s desperate ! go. 
corner outbraking attempt that took bo" 5. 
of them off into the dirt. — aln 
Spencer, on the other hand, talk" oye 
how the battle between them eleval® he 
both to a higher plane of riding, ~ 
they had to go beyond the huthet on- 
accepted technical limits [0 find 8 J oq 
ways of going faster. dec 
Nobody else won a race all year — to | 
had six victories. Spencer scored 10 . Fig 
race except Austria; Roberts muss” 


N 
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in Italy, alten shpping off, then remount- 
ing mnly to run out of petrol. But in 
another way the deciding factor came 
from | ddie Lawson, having his first full 
00 class season as Roberts’ Marlboro- 
Agostini: teammate, supposedly helping 
Kenny while at the same ume learning 
the ropes. At Rayeka he took third place 
and slow starter Roberts was fourth. It 
was a genuine mistake either (or both) 
by Lawson or his pit signalling team; 
and the two points it costs Roberts were 
exactly the amount by which he lost the 


title. 


1984 — Eddie Lawson 

For the rest of the decade, Yamaha and 
Honda swapped the utle back and forth 
between them, mainly because the 
winning engineers one year would seem 
to grow complacent for the next; and vice 
versa. [he to-and-fro looks monotonous 
on paper, but wasn’t. 

Unul Wayne Gardner came along in 
1987, there were only two riders in it — 


the old rivals from the U.S.A., Eddie 
Lawson and Freddie Spencer, and the 
Sustained battle between the two men 
provided some fascinating insights into 
the nature of World Championship 
racing. 

To be precise, it wasn’t really a 
sustained battle at all. When Freddie was 
good, he would walk away with it; while 
Lawson performed the same all the time, 
a dour rider who eschewed glamorous 
do-or-die tactics for a technique whereby 
he rode at 99 percent of his ability at 
almost all times, never (or very seldom) 
Overstepping the mark, and never giving 
short measure. 

This technique, and the fact that an 
on-form Freddie could make Lawson 
look positively meager, meant it took the 

€ for the depth of Lawson’s talent 
to become clear. Only at the end of the 
Eighties, four times the champion, does 


he stand without equal as the man of 
the decade 

Since he only started in ’83, this means 
he's failed to win only three 
times and the Champion's Cham- 
pion even found a way round the 
apparently insuperable equation. that 
makes Yamaha and Honda take turns. 
He also started switching bikes annually, 
to win in 1988 on a Yamaha and in 1989 
on a Honda. What will he be riding in 
1990? A Yamaha, of course. 

Even so, the early part of this period 
belonged to Freddie. Once Kenny had 
gone, Sheene on a production Suzuki, 
and Lawson the best Yamaha could offer, 
the 1984 title looked to be a foregone 
conclusion. Then in practice for the first 
race, the unconventional new V-four 
NSR Honda had an experimental 
carbon-fiber wheel collapse, and gave 
Spencer the first of a string of minor but 
troublesome injuries. Lawson only 
actually beat Freddie once, in Austria; 
then Spencer pulled the old three- 


(Clockwise from far 
left) Freddie Spencer 
won the double 500/ 
250cc crown in 1985, 
his true last hurrah in 
GP racing; the front 
row in ’85 - Spencer, 
Lawson, Christian 
Sarron, Mamola and 
Wayne Gardner; 
Lawson at speed in ’88, 
heading for his third 
title; the Aussie 
Gardner put a crimp in 
the American dynasty 
in ’87, winning his 
first World 
Championship. 


cylinder out of mothballs to win at the 
new Nurburging. But Freddie's missed 
races were no match for Lawson s 
awesome consistency, and Steady Eddie 
took his first title. Two of Freddie's 
injuries came in non-championship 
races, and the factories have since then 
kept their GP riders firmly on the leash, 
to preserve them for the GPs 

Mamola had been jobless at the start 
of the year, but was picked up by Honda 
to cover for the injured Spencer. Riding 
dutifully, he was second overall once 


again. 


1985 — Freddie Spencer 
In the first race of '85, Eddie did beat 
Freddie at Kyalami; but it was only a 
hiccup. This year’s Honda was a year 
older and a year wiser, and had discarded 
unorthodox design to rely on horse- 
power. A sound principal, with Freddie 
winning seven races, Eddie just three, 
and the balance going to Christian 
Sarron (famously, in the wet at Hock- 
enheim) and Randy Mamola (at Assen, 
after Freddie had been knocked off and 
Eddie had for once crashed). Freddie also 
won the 250 crown on his super fast 
works Honda, the first time anyone had 
won that particular combination. 
It was a fitting high note on which 


Freddie could end his career; but it turned 
out he simply didn't know how to stop 
In fact, yust 23 years old, he had achieved 
his every ambition, a cruel fate. It led 
to. a Crisis IN Motivation 

Freddie missed a special Brazilian pre- 
season test session, but did arrive for the 
first GP of 1986, in Spain. He qualified 
on pole, and leapt away in the 
lead only to slow dramatically and 
pull into the pits. It was the onset of 
tendinitis in his right wrist, and effec- 
tively the end of his top-line career. 
Several come-back attempts since then 
have never been without an element of 
force. Right until the end in 1989, when 
he was sacked by Giacomo Agostini’s 
Marlboro-Yamaha team. His last race, 
the French GP at Le Mans, was troubled 
by gastro-enteritis so severe that he had 
to pull hastily into the pit. 

Freddie Spencer, the genius of the early 
Eighties, ended his career by sprinting 
for the lavatory. 


1986 — Eddie Lawson 
Lawson was nicknamed Steady Eddie 
before he came to Europe; his stick-at- 
itstyle had won him two Superbike titles. 
All he needed was a bike halfway good 
enough, and his 1986 Yamaha was. 
While Honda’s new man Wayne Gardner 
battled with a machine developed for 
Freddie’s somewhat peculiar style, Eddie 
ran on to his second title. 

Gardner beat him in Spain and Britain 
and Lawson made his second mistake in 
four years of GP racing, again at Assen, 
when he ran onto the grass, recovered, 
then spun out with too much throttle 
in first gear. 

The only other person to win a GP 
that year was Mamola, having moved to 
the new Lucky Strike team which had 
joined Rothmans (1985 arrivals) and 
Marlboro in the richer but increasingly 
tobacco-financed paddock. 

These results showed a narrowing of 
the pyramid of power, a concentration 
of talent in the hands of the few, and 
a corresponding concentration of the 
good horsepower, suspension and tires 
with that same small number. A matter 
helped by the slow decline of the Suzuki 
square four and Honda triple, both 
benefit of further development at factory 
level, to become second-string orphans 
living out their last fast years. The top 
RS Honda was Didier de Radigues’ 
Chevallier-framed machine in seventh, 
the top Suzuki Frankie Chili’s Gallina- 
prepared bike in 10th. 

Gardner’s Honda problems reflected 
the depth of Spencer’s genius, and his 
creative ability to make strengths out of 
weaknesses in this case a paradoxical 
surplus of power over road-holding. It 
was a tall order to expect anyone to carry 
on where he left off. Even a rider as 
determined as Gardner. 


1987 — Wayne Gardner 


The next year, the bike had been tamed 
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somewhat, and the Australian had also 
adapted to it without losing his hallmark 
aggression. While Lawson complained 
stolidly about the Yamaha’s lack of grunt 
out of the corners, Mamola won the first 
wet race, the revived Japanese GP; and 
Gardner got going. In fact, Lawson won 
the third race, at Hockenheim, while 
Gardner’s Honda faltered, then beat the 
Australian again in Holland and Britain 
and at Jerez, so there was still some 
tension as the year progressed. But when 
Wayne took his seventh win of the season 
in Brazil, it was enough to secure the 
crown. Mamola was second again. 
British riders had been hovering on the 
brink ever since Sheene had gone: Niall 
Mackenzie had shown promise on the 
Suzuki the year before, and had been 
taken up by Honda; Ron Haslam had 
been picked up by Elf: Rob McEInea had 
made a name on the Suzuki, and now 
backed Lawson in the Marlboro Yamaha 
team. But final success eluded them. 
Mackenzie lacked luck; McEInea was 
doomed to be neglected and to have the 
edge taken off his talent. Only Haslam 
distinguished himself. Making the unor- 
thodox Elf perform far beyond its 
previous best... but he was stuck in a 
technical backwater. Except in 1987, 
when the V-four Elf was never quite 


ready, and he was fourth overall on the 
NSR Honda. 


Italy was left to rely on Pier-Fi aces, 
Chili, a graduate from the |: 
riding a three-cylinder Honda ra 
among those we must call the «cond. ™ 
stringers, to eighth overall. cl 

Japan fielded Tadahiko Taira a Yam- 


aha, and Shunji Yatsushiro on —_Tonda_ tk 
The former was fast, but seem: io lack 
fire; the latter, instead of impro .g with M 
GP experience, was falling off fa: ooften Y¢ 

America’s future hopes ce red on !0 
Kevin Schwantz, who had start: ‘omake W 
usually heroic GP appearan: on the ™ 


Suzuki; old-timer, Mike Baldy. >. fourth © 
in 1986 as Mamola’s teamr ie, hur 
himself early in the season: while de ™ 
Radigues and Roche suffered .he beau 
tiful blight of Cagiva works ri cs. a 

But the numbers of genuinel top-leve “ 
riders were falling away, and there wer = 
just three who really mattered - 2" 
Gardner, Mamola and Lawson, all 0 7” 
whom had scored more than twice 2 
many points as fourth-placed Haslam. 

Only one European could ride a 50 
as fast as anyone... former 250c 
champion Christian Sarron, whos a 
smooth late-braking and hard-leanin¢ 
style on the blue Sonauto-Gauloise 
Yamaha was the antithesis of the point 
and-squirt American manner. But thi 
technique asked too much of the Ure 5. 
and Christian crashed much too oltel! 4. 
finishing seventh overall. 


Sk 
th 
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ft) In 1983 four Americans were the center 

sention in GP road racing - Freddie 
oe Kenny Roberts, Randy Mamola and 
ai Lawson. (Below) In 1989 the U.S. 
domination continued, although the names 
had « hanged to Rainey and Schwantz. But 
one had remained the same, Eddie Lawson - 
the man of the decade. 


(Le 


1988 — Eddie Lawson 
In 1988, the balance of power was upset 
when Roberts dropped Mamola. Randy 
moved to Cagiva, where his popularity 
climbed even as his results tapered off. 

Roberts had two new candidates for 
the topmost level - fellow-Californian 
Wayne Rainey and Australian Kevin 
Magee. Both were expected to take the 
year to learn the ropes, both won a GP 
in their first season . . . but it was Rainey 
who emerged the stronger, after Magee 
had run out of steam as the longest-ever 
GP season ran its debilitating course. 

Another newcomer quickly made his 
mark. For the previous two years Suzuki 
had been developing their own Yamaha- 
like V-four, representing the once- 
dominant factories’ low-key return to GP 
racing. For 1988, the bike had taken 
another step forward... and they had 
brought Kevin Schwanw full time into 
the team to ride it. Schwantz won twice, 
showing natural talent reminiscent of 
Spencer's; but the bike couldn’t match 
the power or the reliability of the Honda/ 
Yamaha duopoly, and Schwantz was also 
somewhat prone to falling off. 

So the utle was disputed between the 
reMaining pair of the previous year’s 
M10... and this year it was Yamaha’s 
tum. Gardner battled with a Honda that 

taken a wrong turn in chassis 
development, and Lawson won seven 


races on his way to his third World 
Championship. He had to overcome a 
painful shoulder ingury just at the tine 
that Gardner's Honda was ¢ oming good, 
with three successive wins. Then the 
Honda blew up on Wayne, robbing him 
of a classic French GP win, and the luck 
went Lawson's way to the end of the 
season, 


Sarron was quick once again, setting 
a string of seven fastest laps and placing 
fourth overall. But he kept on crashing, 
and was beaten to third by the 
impressively-consistent Rainey. 


1989 — Eddie Lawson 

Then followed the first of the major 
realignments that marked the end of the 
decade, all sparked off by Eddie Lawson, 
who had long been unhappy not only with 
Agostini, but also other elements of the 
Marlboro team. He’d already tried to 
switch to Kenny Roberts’ team — Yamaha 
blocked the move. His revenge came at the 
end of ’88, when he took Yamaha’s number 
one plate to Honda. Part two came at the 
end of the season, when he switched back 
to Yamaha, but in Team Roberts, where 
he’d wanted to be all along. 

Honda’s supposed number-one rider 
Gardner was rattled into riding rashly. 
He had a narrow escape in the first race, 
won the second at home in Australia, 
then crashed badly enough in the third 
to ruin his season. Lawson had started 
off injured after a test crash; but Rainey 
and Schwantz were both ready to win. 

They fought the first race out, with 
the Suzuki rider victorious. But then 
Schwantz crashed headlong in Australia, 
setting the pattern for a mixed season 
of brilliance and foolish crashes, mixed 
with a couple of breakdowns as well. 


With six victories, he won the most 
Traces but finished only fourth 
overall] 

Consistency is [.awson's. speciality, 
and he needed it as Rainey romped away, 
riding the ragged edge with aplomb. 
Rainey's luck turned at the same time 
as Lawson started to get the Honda 


working to his liking — and another 


symbol came when the FIM handed 
Rainey’s victory in Belgium to Lawson 
after a rule muddle. 

In race 13, the Swedish TT, Rainey 
had his first race crash in two GP years, 
and handed his long-standing points 
lead to Lawson. Eddie was gathering 
strength, and his fourth championship 
showed him at his formidable best. 

Rainey was second, Sarron third, after 
finding consistency without losing too 
much speed. Schwantz was ahead of 
another might-have-been — Kevin 
Magee was badly hurt in America, and 
rode the rest of the year well below Par. 
Other injury victims were Mackenzie 
(seventh behind Chili after switching to 
Yamaha), Haslam (eighth in a single 
Suzuki year) and impressively sliding 
newcomer Michael Doohan (ninth as 
Gardner’s Rothmans-Honda teammate). 
And Freddie Spencer, making yet another 
abortive return, hardly got a look in. 

Even so, it is hardly likely that the 
overall results would have been any 
different. By the end of the Eighties, the 
bikes were so expensive that only the best- 
financed teams could afford to run them, 
and only a handful of riders could take 
them to their absolute limits. In the past 
10 years, 500 class racing had become 
more exclusive than ever. And faster, and 
no less exciting. 

Here’s to the next 10 years. = 
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ship came of age in 1989, despite the 

uncertainties which surrounded the 
series for much of the year after the collapse 
of Sports Marketing, the series’ New Zealand- 
based backers. In true show-biz fashion, the 
show went on, delivering close, thrilling 
racing twice per meeting (thanks to the two- 
leg format) between a cosmopolitan array 
of riders mounted on a variety of contrasting 
machinery. 

Up until the final two rounds in Australasia, 
any one of four riders on three different 
makes of bikes could have won the title — 
vindication of founding father Steve 
McLaughlin's original vision of Superbike 
racing on the world stage — and with the 
Stability hopefully provided by the link-up 
between Flammini Racing and Japan's huge 
Dentsu Corporation to promote the series 
for the next few years, World Superbike 
racing will surely only become more 
attractive for sponsors and riders alike. 


T: World Superbike Champion- 


World Superbike Comparison Test: Honda IC0 vs. 


All the World’s a Stage 


PHOTOGRAPHY BY KEL EDGE AND PHIL MASTERS 


That it’s already alluring to the manufac- 
turers goes without saying, providing as it 
does a unique opportunity to promote street 
bike sales at the world-wide level by racing 
machines closely derived therefrom, thereby 
offering a direct relevance that the more 
esoteric Grand Prix race bikes can never 
emulate. 

Not that it matters, in the short term at 
least — but FIM CCR chairman Jo Zegwaard 
is not alone in envisioning the day that 
Superbike racing takes over from the 500cc 
GP class (or its proposed downsized 375cc 
successor) as the blue riobon of motorcycle 
sport. After all, if you were a Japanese 
manufacturer's head manand had the choice 
of running a mega-yen GP development 
program of which only a fraction of the costs 
could be recouped through leasing the 
product to well-sponsored teams, or 
developing a four-stroke racer for the street 
which you could not only achieve exactly 
the same publicity benefits with as the GP 
bike, but could also market in its thousands 
to well-heeled street bike riders all over the 
world — what would you do? 

Sure, race fans enjoy both forms of the 
sport, but let's face it: the financial bottom 
line is invariably the main consideration for 
the Japanese Big Four, so why should this 
topic be any different? 

The question is appropriate because of 
the two bikes | was fortunate enough to ride 
during the six-week breathing space in the 
World Superbike Series between the last 
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European round in Sicily and the grand finale 
in Australia and New Zealand in November: 
title contender Stephane Mertens’ Honda 
RC30, and Terry Rymer's Yamaha FZR75OR 
QW01. It’s almost certainly true to say that 
both models owe their existence to World 
Superbike racing. Without it, neither factory 
would likely have bothered to create a street: 
legal, state-of-the-art, four-stroke racer 
incorporating the sort of specification 
formerly only found on factory prototypes, 
and then put it on the market for any Tom, 
Diego or Heinrich to buy and ride on road 
or track himself. 
Except in the USA, where idiosyncratic 
regulations have kept the Suzuki GSXRs that 
are outclassed anywhere else in the world 
at the top of the AMA Superbike heap, the 
longer-established RC30 and its new oOwot 
rival have proved the effectiveness of 
Honda's original policy of developing a four- 
stroke racer and then sanitizing it just enough 
to be street-legal, rather than the opposed- 


BY ALAN CATHCART 


spectrum policy of Kawasaki (and really 
Suzuki as well) of building a street bike and 
then trying to tum it into a racer. Of course, 
European factories like Bimota and Ducati 
have traditionally developed their new 
models in this way for years. In that sense, 
Honda and Yamaha are only following their 
lead, but on a far larger scale, of course. 
How apt, though, that it’s these four makes 
which should be fighting out the class that 
was born to encourage precisely the 
opposite line of development than the one 
they’ve undertaken! 

Having previously ridden the factory 
888cc Ducati and Bimota YB4EIR contenders, 
the chance to sample Mertens’ Honda and 
Rymer’s Yamaha completed my education 
in the track behavior of the current breed 
of Superbike contenders, as well as offering 
a comparison between the established RC30 
and the OW01 upstart. 


Heda RC30 


It would be true to say that Belgian hotshot 
Stephane Mertens’ performance this year in 
the World Superbike Series, riding a Honda 
RC30 for the first time, literally amazed the 
racing world. The 30-year-old acquired a 
serious reputation as a crasher during half 
a decade of 250cc GP racing, only partly 
redeemed last season as a member of the 
works Bimota Superbike team. When he 
tangled with Joey Dunlop in a gruesome 
crash at Brands Hatch on Good Friday, leaving 
both of them badly hurt before the season 


Wanaka FZR750R OW?) 


had properly begun, Most pundits wer, 
already writing off Mertens’ first season &, 
a works RC30 Superbike with an "I-tole.y bs 


as he lay in a Kent hospital with a broken 
pelvis, Mertens’ title chances indeed seeme, 
norrexistent — yet amazingly he was on th 
starting grid in Hungary barely five wee, 
later (having scored a morale-boosting wir 
inhis home non-title event at Mettet the wee, 
before), to score fifth and sixth places ; 
the two races run On one of the moy 
physically-demanding Circuits in the Super 
bike series. 

Thereafter, Mertens has been a model o 
speed and dependability, winning four race; 
against the stern opposition provided by his 
peers and, more importantly, never once 
crashing or failing to finish in a race — tha 
is, not until push came to shove Down Under 
and Mertens reverted to his earlier form 
crashing out of the first leg in New Zealang 


and handing a second-straight title tc 
American Fred Merkel. BOS 
But before that final, fateful race, Mertens°'SS€ 
new-found consistency — a term i! woulc™MMe 
have been unthinkable to apply to ° mn twc="du 
years ago when he rode the Sekitob«: Hondgteca 
NSR250 — took him to the top of t:- ooints eae 
table after the German round at Hoc'nheim , 
in September, and in spite of being -ublec** Mc 
by his awful Brands Hatch injury. M<. 2l then2mea 
recaptured a narrow three-point . .d afteut St 


Pergusa, leaving the two of them tive BO 
level-pegging as the circus head: | Down" ey 
Under. And although he failed t= s¢come 9 
World Champion at the first hurdle ‘ephane? le 
Mertens has made believers of — all this, res 
season: a new star has been bom a) al 


one of three HRC-supplied waiks RCH 
Superbikes he received through Honda, aq ; 
Belgium at the start of the season — ony, 
Fred Merkel and Roger Burnett were similartyyey 
favored with works Honda tackle forjrir.. 
Superbike racing this year — thus Merte! 
and Merkel have proved very equéllYgcyer 
matched. iuper 
“He (Merkel) likes slower, twistier tab nor 
but | like big circuits with fast comers likjig 
the Osterreichring,”” Mertens said in the MSV i7ar 
moming sunshine at Zolder, waiting to beg!" yy, 
a final pre-Australasia test session. ‘! USYone 
Michelins and he has Pirellis, but | think tnay b 
biggest difference between us is that he Me cay 
some very good mechanics in his team, he fa 
| have a real tuner, called Jean D'Hollande! onq; 


The Yamaha FZR750R OWOl 
(left) and Honda RC30 (below) 
both owe their existence to 
World Superbike competition, 
and were the machines of choice 
in 1989. British journalist Alan 
Cathcart tested compatriot 
Terry Rymer’s Loctite Yamaha 
and Belgian Stephane Mertens’ 
Dholda Honda and was able 

to draw some interesting 
comparative conclusions. 


Boss of Dholda Honda, one of Belgium’s 
biggest Honda dealerships, D’Hollander’s 
name is legendary to any follower of World 
Endurance racing during the past two 
decades. His name is synonymous with fast, 
reliable bikes that invariably led home the 
privateer teams in grueling 94-hour events 
at Montjuich, Spa or Le Mans, and often 
embarrassed a few of the works machines. 
But Superbike racing is all about short, sharp, 
red-hot sprints where speed is king and the 
ability to finish the race is only important 
if you're also fast enough to win. Yet for most 
Of this season, the Dholda RC30 of Stephane 
Mertens has consistently been one of the 
fastest four-cylinder bikes in a straight line, 
and always the fastest Honda. At Paul Ricard 
(using the short circuit, with a correspond- 
ingly much shorter Mistrale straight), Mertens 
shad the same trap speed as Fabrizio 
Pirovano’s Yamaha OW01, a whopping five- 
@nd-a-half miles-per-hour faster than Merkel’s 
similar Honda, while at the even quicker 
Osterreichring, he matched Roche's Ducati 
focketship — usually considered the fastest 
Superbike racer — in the traps, nearly five 
ymph faster than Merkel. How come such a 
big difference, | asked the Flemish tuning 
’ wizard, Jean D’Hollander? 
, _ Well, | don’t obviously know what they've 
“done to Merkel’s bike, but | suspect they 
May be running it just as it comes from HRC,” 
he Says. “I've tried to improve a little on 


the factory engine, but only using original 
Honde parts, which are made to such a high 
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quality you can’t improve on them. The only 
special parts we have made ourselves are 
the valve springs. The rest is stock Honda 
but with a lot of modification — not to 
increase maximum horsepower and top 
speed so much as to improve mid-range 
performance, which is where your lap time 
improvement comes from. If I've got an edge 
in top speed over other Hondas — well 
that’s nice, but it wasn’t the main intention!” 

D’Hollander has his own flow bench, and 
spends many patient hours both on that and 
on his in-house dynamometer experimenting 
with various modifications. 

. ‘My main accent is on reducing internal 
friction and inertia by lightening as many parts 
as much as possible,” he says. ‘That may 
result in less bottom-end torque and 
reduced engine braking, but it gives you a 
faster pick-up and more acceleration.” 

Surprisingly, he doesn’t touch the crank, 
but almost every other major part on the 
RC30 engine is lightened, the valves 


reshaped, the valve timing altered, the 
Kokkusan CDI reprogrammed for a different 
ignition curve, and the cylinder heads flowed 
and ported. And this is on an engine which 
came from HRC already fitted with the factory 
race kit and supposedly developed to the 
ultimate level of race-winning performance! 
Though the bottom end is untouched, some 
reduction in flywheel effect has been 
achieved by losing weight from the heavy 
19-plate oil-bath clutch, including skimming 
each of the plates by hand, but Mr. Dholda 
still isn’t happy. 

“4 really want @ dry clutch for the RC30,” 
he says, “but that’s not possible with the 
one-way sprag design which needs oil, and 
the torque of the V4 is so strong that a 
conventional clutch wouldn't take it. As it 
is, racing starts are a problem — there’s very 
little feel, and the clutch lever is like an on/ 
off switch — nothing in between. That’s why 
see the works Hondas wheelying so 


you 
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start — the hydraulic actuation 


much at the 
90 I'm going to fit 


has no sensitivity. For 19 
cable operation. 

“It's still too heavy,” 
it’s one reason the RC30 
down, the other being the V4 engine layout. 
The engine is too flexible, too close to 4 
road bike. For 1990, | want to make it more 
like a two-stroke racer — we can get more 
power by narrowing the powerband, 
without making it too hard to ride.” 

Considering that the Dholda RC30 motor 
produces a diplomatic “over 135 horse 
power” in its present form, yOu wouldn't 
think he had that kind of problem, especially 
since most of the competition is struggling 
to match that figure. But | had a graphic 
demonstration of the sort of improvement 
a tuning genius like D’Hollander can wreak 
on even an HRC motor when | rode the 
second of the two bikes Mertens had 
brought to Zolder. The first, his back-up bike, 
had a blueprinted HRC motor only lightly 


he continues, “and 
is 50 strong low 


breathed on by Mr. Dholda, fitted ina chassis 
equipped with the HRC frame kit but 
otherwise unmodified — in other words, 4 
bike like any of the other super-RC30s running 
round the race tracks of the world. This had 
the usual mile-wide V4 Honda powerband, 
carbureting from as low as 6000 rpm, with 
a dead-flat torque curve, the strong midrange 
D'Hollander concentrated on for the first part 
of the season, and seemingly acres and acres 
of power from 8500 rpm up to the rev-limiter 
cutout at 13,800 rom — as ifyou ever needed 
to revit that high, especially with peak power 
produced at 13,000 rpm. The supreme 
flexibility of the HRC race motor was 
especially appreciated for the simple reason 
that the track was mostly wet from a morning 
shower, with only a couple of dry corners, 
and this was the bike that Mertens was aiming 
to try to win the World title on in a couple 
of weeks — and it was fitted with slicks, 


no less! 


Not many race-winning world-class Sy 
bikes have the sort of flexibility that i 
the rider to wobble around a damp ite 
upright with the engine off the cam * I | 
cleanly away from practically zero : | 
without faltering. Riding the peaky ths 
edged Fz750-engined Bimota un Bes " | 
same circumstances would have cat 
recipe for a visit from the nice guys wf 
shoulder pads and dark glasses. Not me | 
Honda, which in race-winning form can , t 
be ridden like the road bike that’s derive ¢ 
from it. The riding position on this bike w, ¢ 
the same as a street RC30, which is to : fi 
quite extreme by roadster standards, but p, F 
so much hands-down, bum-in-air as Eqg © 
Lawson’s NSR, and with the standard steer, © 
geometry and stock swingarm giving a 5¢: 
inch wheelbase, it felt controllable jn ¢ a 
wet — just so long as the light-action throt 
was treated with great respect. The Nis; fo) 
brakes were a bit disappointing, though, we 
a rather dead feel both on the initial p, f 


fitted wi 
the work; ! 
superbike 
chassis ki 
comprisin 
forks, 
swingarm jo 
anda fe 
smaller 
rear dise 
and two- 
pistes 3 
ealiper 
from 2 7 
TZS5+. Dy a 
mod. ‘ied 
Ohli»:3 rea 
dam. er is 
emp syed. a 


A. 


and as they were squeezed har : « it WpHe 
difficult to judge just how effectiv: ney weKit p 
going to be each time you used t ™, Wola! fo 
makes wet weather riding agai’ = bit Othen 
lottery. As the track dried anc -ne pétmore 
quickened the stable handling c eR “ph 
beam frame came into its own -round Tout - 
pair of fast sweepers behind the Zolder Pimidr 
the thing corners on rails, those fat Mich@'reduc 
radials glued to the dry bits of track Be‘expe 
handling four-stroke racer ever? | reckon We 
or at least | did, until Mertens’ crew signaledem 
me in to swap bikes with The Man himstan ac 
and | went out on what from a casual gla’ But 
appeared to be an identical motorcycle. alsor 

Huh! It took me about 300 meters alotthank 
pit lane to realize that this was 4 Hondé swine 
a different color: not an identical twin, obig p 
a devil in disguise, both chassis and enginweigt 
wise. To start with, this was fitted wweigt 
D’Hollander’s development motor, whi The 
he'd concocted expressly for the tsftlike 0 


Tl 


4 Oran Park and Manfeild, with a 
-eably sharper feel to it thanks to even 
ne nternal lightening than on the other 
Bc result is an engine that has none of 

lazy double-Ducati” feel of the stock 
4 Honda motor, but a much raunchier, freer- 

ng, nervous characteristic which also 
ish < the power delivery a little further up 

rev band, so that a really strong pull 
ymes in at 10,800 rom, rather than a little 
yer 10,000 on the other engine. The close 
tios of the stock RC30 kit gearbox and 
gsitive, slightly notchy one-up left-foot 
ange made it easy to keep the engine 
yerating in that five-figure band on a track 
at was by NOW almost dry, and to take 
vantage of the snappier engine's main 
enath — its noticeably better acceleration 
ft of Zolder’s handful of chicanes and slow 
ms. it felt like a bike running a higher 
ympression ratio than the other motor by 
g way it jumped out of turns — yet 


One of 
Mertens’ 
Dholda 
Hondas 
uses a 
rks HRC 
rame kit 
ith Nissin 
ovakes, 
wiiie the 
other, 
created 
specially 
r tighter 
tracks, 
uses a 
shorter 
yizt Garm, 
d on odd 
mix of 
Brembo 
lises and 
AP- 
ockheed 
alipers. 


slander swears he uses the same 12:1 
istons as on the other bike, making sure 
ur cylinders are carefully matched. Okay, 
it had a different camshaft profile, with 
lift, for sure. 

lo, | prefer to use standard valve lift, 
maximize flow capacity to get good 
ange, which combined with the 
ced internal weight gives the feel you 
rienced,” D’Hollander said. 

ell, | guess | just had a practical 
onstration of the importance of having 
e tuner. 

{ that wasn’t all; Mertens’ second bike 
las a totally different feel to the handling, 
S to an HRC-sourced 15mm _ shorter 
arm, revised steering geometry, and a 
ad on the seat that pushes the rider's 
tt further forward to increase front-end 
It bias. 

- result is a bike that feels and handles 
00cc GP racer — except that it has 


a four-stroke motor instead of a two-stroke. 
It steers very fast in slow corners, thanks to 
the shorter wheelbase and revised steering 
geometry which incorporates a steeper head 
angle and very little trail, at the expense of 
being twitchy around fast sweepers. But in 
the fast, second-gear chicane behind the 
Zolder pits, it zapped from side to side with 
hardly any rider effort, enabling me to 
concentrate on holding the front wheel 
down as the throttle was cracked open on 
the exit, and again at the crest of the hill 
immediately after — the short 55.6-inch 
wheelbase makes it front-wheel happy, 
especially with the extra punch of the freer- 
rewing engine. 

But at the next, slow chicane the trade- 
off came: the bike oversteered dramatically 
in tight corners with the power off, falling 
into turns in scarcely predictable fashion. In 
this form, the RC30 needs to be ridden with 
a lot of commitment and to enter corners 
with the power on: glad | didn’t ride it in 


the wet! This bike had another important 
change from its partner, an odd mixture of 
aftermarket brakes in the form of 320mm 
Brembo discs grasped by AP four-piston 
calipers. The resultant cocktail was brilliant 
— hard, decisive stopping power with lots 
of feel. Wonder if they could team up on 
a permanent basis? 

Mertens’ Oz-spec bike showed the course 
that Superbike development in general and 
RC30 tuning/setup in particular will surely 
take in the immediate future — at least till 
the NR750 for the masses comes on stream 
in a couple of years! Despite the outcome 
of this year’s title chase, Mertens’ hopes for 
the 1990 crown look strong, if only because 
Jean D’Hollander has some more ace tweaks 
up his sleeve — like his own pre- 
programmable digital ignition system, for 
example, and some ideas for internal 
redesign he wants to share with the guys 
at HRC with whom he obviously has a 


relationship of mutual respect struck up In 
the past two decades 

If Stephane Mertens can keep his new leaf 
turned over, and his crashing days really are 
done, Mr. Dholda can certainly provide him 
with a World Championship-caliber 
motorcycle 


YanahaOw0l 


Nineteen hundred eighty-nine was the debut 
year for Yamaha's answer to the Honda RC30, 
code named the OW01, and there could 
hardly have been a better start to its 
competition career than a win, a second and 
a third in the first two rounds of the World 
Superbike Series at Donington Park in March 
Though Italy’s pocket rocket Fabrizio Piro- 
vano took the win, it was Britain's lanky rising 
star Terry Rymer who grabbed both places, 
leaving himself holding a joint championship 
lead with Honda-mounted Roger Burnett 
after one round. 
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This left Rymer’s team manager, Team 
Loctite Yamaha's Steve Parrish, on the horns 
of the proverbial dilemma: ‘Our sponsorship 
budget was based on racing in Britain all 
season, with a couple of the closer World 
Superbike rounds thrown in when they didn’t 
clash,” says the former works Suzuki GP star, 
now one of the most accomplished team 
managers on the Superbike scene. “But 
Terry’s Donington performance showed he 
was ready for the big time, so thanks to 
Loctite’s support we were able to do all 
the World Superbike rounds up to and 
including Japan, before we had to pull out 
to concentrate on the televised British 
meetings which were vital for Loctite’s 
promotion.” 

All of which explains how after holding 
a top-six championship position for the first 
half of the season, thanks not only to his 
Donington results but also to a pair of sixth 
places in Austria and a brilliant fourth at Pau! 
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Ricard after leading for most of the race, 
Rymer seemed to fade points-wise thereafter: 
he was too busy winning races in Britain! 
But ‘“‘Too-Tall Tel’ is unquestionably Britain’s 
leading Superbike ace — the moreso after 
Burnett’s disastrous 1989 season — fully 
justifying his selection as one of the three 
factory-supported Yamaha _ flag-bearers in 
World Superbike competition, alongside 
Pirovano and Sweden's Anders Andersson 
Like my ride on Stephane Mertens’ 
Hondas, my chance to sample the Loctite 
Yamaha came when they were short-handed 
for a test session before a big meeting, this 
time the Roger Marshall farewell event at 
Donington. And just as at Zolder, | had two 
bikes to sample, Terry's number-one works 
racer and a kitted spare OW01 he was using 
as a back-up bike for the weekend, having 


lent his other machine to that temporary 
refugee from 500cc GP racing and Team 
Agostini, Niall Mackenzie. Once again, there 
was a world of difference between the two. 

In spite of retaining the five-valve per- 
cylinder layout, the OW01 engine is com- 
pletely different from its FZ/FZR predecessor, 
with revised dimensions of 72.3x46mm 
(compared to 68.3x51.5mm in previous race 
form), and a less steep 40-degree cylinder 
inclination from vertical, permitting the 
engine to be suspended by the cylinder 
head from the new lower, wider Deltabox 
alloy chassis and, combined with solid 
mounts at the rear, to act as a stressed frame 
member for improved rigidity. Bimota (and 
later Harris) showed how to do this three 
years ago with their YB4: now the factory 
has caught up, but at the same time 
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strengthening the engine castings to accept 
the extra stress, and taking advantage of the 
redesign to make a shorter-stroke motor for 
higher revs and more power. The rev-limiter 
on the factory race kit is set at 14,000 rom, 
though Pirovano revs his bike to more than 
that figure without a fall-off in power, thanks 
to a cylinder head modification his team has 
discovered that Parrish admits ‘we've 
scratched our heads over, but still haven't 
found.” The OWO1 also has bigger valves 
compared to the FZ, 23mm inlets instead 
of 21mm, and 24.5mm exhausts up from 
23mm, fed by new flat-slide 38mm Mikuni 
CV carbs. 

The net results of all this is a lower, more 
compact, chunkier bike than its FZR prede- 
cessor, with more revs, more power, less 
weight and Yamaha's patented EX\IP four- 


Mertens’ 
Honda (left) 
retains many 
of the stock 
components, 
though these 
have been 
subtly 
modified to 
reduce friction 
by his tuner, 
Jean 
D°’ Hollander; 
135 bhp is 
elaimed. After 
an early 
season 
connecting 
rod failure, 
Rymer’s 
Yamaha 
(right) has 
been stone 
reliable; tuner 
Adrian Gorst 
claims just shy 
of 130 bhp 
from the five- 
valve per- 
eylinder 
powerplant. 


stroke electronically-controlled exhaust 
system. 

Parrish’s Loctite team received their three 
OWO!1s (two for Rymer and one for 
teammate Mark Phillips, who concentrated 
on British races) just before Donington, with 
barely time to try them on the Ledar dyno 
in street form (where it recorded 106 bhp) 
before fitting the factory race kit for the first 
World Superbike round (124 bhp at 12,500 
rpm). Thereafter Loctite’s Adrian Gorst got 
to work on engine development in conjunc- 
tion with Leon Moss and Steve Linsdell, so 
that by the time of my Donington test Rymer's 
lead bike delivered an honest 129 bhp at 
13,200 rom. 

‘We really need another five horsepower 
to be properly competitive,” says Parrish. “It’s 
obvious other bikes have progressed faster 


than the Yamahas in terms of development 
as the season went on... but for an all- 
new design it’s gone very well straight out 
of the box, and there’s lots of potential still 
to be realized, especially as the bikes have 
been so reliable all season.” ; 
Hang on! What about the notorious ‘glass 
conrod” syndrome which afflicted the 
OWO01 in its first season of competition, 
destroying many an engine? ; 
“it’s true there was a conrod problem, 
Parrish admits, “but we only lost one engine, 
and that was in practice early in the season 
Yamaha sent new parts out before the 
Austrian round in July, and since then it’s 
been the most reliable bike I've ever had 
anything to do with in 20 years of racing. 
We haven't had a single race retirement all 
season through mechanical failure, in over 


70 races. That’s incredible, for a four-stroke 
rewing to those sorts of limits.” 

No denying that, even if other Yamaha 
runners haven't been so lucky — but then 
luck is a commodity you can often have a 
hand in manufacturing yourself, and Gorst’s 
careful engine preparation and Parrish’s 
insistence on equally careful (and lengthy) 
running-in have obviously been key 
factors in the Loctite OW0O1’s excellent 
reliability record. Which brings us to 
Donington and the point of my being there: 
10 minutes at 8000 rom, 10 more at 10,000, 
10 further at 12,000, then go for it. And please 
stay upright — Temy’s got to race it this 
weekend on TV. 

I'd never even sat on an OWO01 before 
then, and the contrast with its RC30 rival is 
dramatic — riding the Yamaha is like sitting 
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in an armcharr, compared to being perched 
on a mega-powerful racing bicycle. The 
footrests are high, and set further forward 
than the Honda, resulting in a close-coupled 
riding position that !s neverthless more 
roadster than racer. It also means that there’s 
less of the riders weight thrown onto the 
front wheel, which coupled with what feels 
like a near-equal static front/rear weight 
distribution provides further stark contrast 
with the more GP-derived Honda chassis, 
which also has more radical steering 
geometry and a shorter wheelbase com- 
pared to the OW01’s 57.8 inches. There are 
two completely different ethos in four-stroke 
chassis development at work here, Quite 
apart from the contrasting engine configu- 
ration and detail design. 

The different approach extends to basic 
specification and pricing: costing around 
50% more than the RC30 in street form, the 
OW01 nevertheless comes more completely 
equipped for the track, so that the contents 
of the factory race kit, costing 4 lot less than 
the equivalent Honda bunch of goodies 
(only £9000 in the UK) are commensurately 
reduced. 

“The three teams running works-backed 
OW01s in World Superbike each got a stock 
bike already fitted with the works forks and 
swingarm, to which we had to fit the engine 
race kit,” says Parrish. “This includes forged 
two-ring high-compression pistons which, 
however, entails a thinner base gasket to get 
a19.5:1 ratio, a different Nippondenso digital 
CDI unit with the rev-limiter set to 14,000 
and offering altered curves, heavier clutch 
springs, and a revised close-ratio gearbox 
with the bottom three gears closer together. 
That gave us 124 horsepower for the first 
meeting, but since then we've done a lot 
of work to get up to around 130 horsepower, 
with a lightened crank, skimmed head to raie 
the compression a little to 12.8:1, a new inl=t 
cam from H&S offering .2mm more lift, ar 4 
tighter clearances all around — four anc a 
half thou as it comes is okay for a road bi 2 

B) 
A 
ok 


but way too wide for a racer. Adrian a 
flowed the head and spent ages with Le: 
Moss sorting out carb settings — plus \ 
experimented with lots of different exha: 
systems, including the one in the factory 
which is actually only an unrestricted tailpi: 
that bolts onto the stock headers after t 
EXUP box.” 

Ah yes — EXUP. Apart from my spins :1 
various Bimotas equipped with this nov | 
wheeze, this was my first EXUPosure to ti 2 
alleged benefits of variable exhaust tuni'g 
on a four-stroke racer — because after =ill 
their experiments, the Loctite team reached 
the same conclusion as everybody else, and 
reverted to the factory pipe for the simple 
reason that — EXUP works! 

My running-in session provided graphic 
illustration of this. In spite of being fitted 
with the kitted engine, the OW01 is uncom- 
monly civilized to ride — so much so that 
it also becomes very deceptive. Because it'll 
pull from the lower reaches of the rev counter 
without a stutter, because there's strong 
power from as low as 8000 rpm, and 
because it'll howl up to 14 grand if you really 


ingist without the slightest step in the power 
delivery — YOu end up with the impression 
¥ riding a Quick but Comparatively docile 
soadster, especially as that howl is actually 
-everely muted even on the racing exhaust 
this Geceptiveness can, ahem, play havoc 
with your Oraking judgement (sory, Niall!), 
especially as the stock 320mm Nissin brakes 
and four-pot calipers have a dead and far 
om reassuring feel, and moreover faded 
ite noticeably at the end of the straight, 
when you have to brake very hard from top 
speed for the first-gear chicane on the GP 
circuit — hence my exploration of the slip 
road 

“Ah yes — but we don't have the pads 
we usually use on that one,” volunteered 
Steve Parrish as | returned sheepishly to the 
pits. “Here — have a go on Tery’s proper 
bike with the correct pads, but watch out 
for the rear tire — he’s shagged it.” He had, 
too — the massive rear Dunlop radial on 
its six-inch Dymag rim showed signs of severe 
corporal punishment from Mr. Rymer — so 
much so that they had pity on me in the 
end and sent me out on another tire that 

ad received slightly less chastisement. This 

e had the hot motor in — but in turn 

_ only made me even more of a convert 
to the EXUP cause than before. The transition 
from low-down to top-end power is 
handied so smoothly that it almost doesn’t 
em to have a power curve — just a liquid- 

build of power commensurate with the 
= This in turn requires a conscious effort 
| the rider to treat the bike like the racer 

; rather than the road bike it seems to 

om that smooth delivery — you have 

‘ce yourself to keep the revs up and 

»¢ engine work in the upper rpm reaches 

~/2 there is unquestionably more power 

. But this makes exiting a tight corner 

ne three in succession on Donington’s 

soume Loop a cinch: the power is so 

ailable that even the bump on the exit 

soddards doesn’t do more than make 

‘ack end shake a little, rather than unhook 

ear tire as the power snaps in just at 

precise moment the suspension is 

ettled. A greater contrast with the more 

explosve delivery of the YB4EIR Bimota’s 

nicer FZ750-based engine could not be 

eagined, and in turn this makes coping with 

ippery patches or on/off throttle situations 

much easier. It’s just a whole lot nicer to 

ride, if mayoe not quite as fast yet as 

Giancarlo Falappa’s fuel-injected works 
Bimota. 

Rymer’s number one bike has a lightened 
crank in addition to all Gorst’s other 
modifications and is noticeably sharper and 
freer-rewing than the hack — but equally 
flexible, though the power seems to come 
IN strongly a little higher up the rev band, 
at nine grand. In practice, you only notice 
‘hat Coming out of a slow turn, where the 
engine's mid-range torque can be used to 
Save 4 Couple of gear changes and exit more 
Controllably. Otherwise, you use the well- 
chosen ratios of the six-speed gearbox and 
Its left-foot, one-up change to keep the 
engine rewing in the five-figure bracket 
where there’s the most power. They have 
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to be well-chosen, because there are no 
alternative ratios — not that this is a 
drawback, thanks to the EXUP’s efficiency. 

The works OWO01 chassis kit not only 
includes a smaller rear disc and lighter caliper 
(sourced from the old TZ500 customer GP 
bike), a different swingarm with reduced 
rising rate compared to the road bike (in 
turn requiring Loctite to modify the Ohlins 
rear unit to incorporate less compression 
damping, even with Terry's above average 
weight), but also works forks with three 
spring choices. Surprisingly, these aren't 
Ohlins inverted forks as fitted by Bimota and 
the leading privateers — surprising, because 
Yamaha owns the Swedish company! These 
worked fine in terms of doing what they're 
supposed to do, but did not have a lot of 
feel. Since the bike already scales close to 
the Superbike weight limit at 365.2 Ibs. dry, 
the extra weight penalty of the Ohlins forks 
would surely be an acceptable fitment. 

To be honest, | wasn’t very impressed with 
the OW01’s maneuverability — it needed 
lots of physical effort to shift it from side 
to side in the chicane, and had to be laid 
firmly into a turn, whereas the Honda almost 
steers itself, especially Stephane Mertens’ 
short-wheelbase bike with the more radical 
steering geometry. The Yamaha handles like 
the proddie bike it nominally is, and this 
time it’s no illusion but a fact. This is a bike 
for big, strong riders like Rymer — or power- 
packed star midgets like Pirovano. Against 
that, it is a forgiving bike if you out-handle 
yourself, but I'd prefer a shorter wheelbase, 
slightly steeper head angle and less trail, to 
speed up the steering. 
| never thought I’d ever say this about any 
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Rymer’s Yamaha (left) is 
fed by four 38mm Mikani 
earburetors, while 
Mertens’ Honda (below) 
makes do with four 
36mm Keithins nestled 
between the vee of its 
cylinders. (Bottom) 
Yamaha retains the stock 
EXUP electroniecally- 
eontrolled variable 
exhaust system. 


the recipe — but meantime those different 
pads did give considerably improved 
braking on the number-one bike, bath in 
terms of grip and sensitivity 

Terry Rymer unquestionably has 4 great 
future ahead of himself, maybe even in GP 
racing if he can persuade team managers 
that his 62” height isn’t too much of a 
drawback, which it really shouldn't be: he's 
tall and thin, not brawny and bulky like Rob 
McElnea. But first he has another season of 
World Superbike racing to undergo — 


bike, because I’m not normally a fan of 
Cobas-type riding positions, but | reckon the 
rider sits too low, and the seat needs to 
be raised to get more of his body weight 
onto the front wheel. Terry's gone some way 
towards this by fitting a special seat which 
allows him to slide up and down it Kevin 
Schwantz-style to alter the weight distribu- 
tion — forward going into a turn for front 
end grip, back on the exit for more traction 
— but | still think he needs to sit higher. 
Give him more room for his long legs, 
anyway! More racer, less roadster would be 


hopefully, a full term this time around if 
Loctite agrees, and on a bike that with a 
little more development should be capable 
of doing the job it was designed to do — 
challenge Honda's twice-title-winning RC30 
for the title of Superbike Champion of the 


World. 
The Superbike 
Bottom Line 


Now that I’ve sampled all four of the leading 
World Superbike contenders this season, 
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what conclusions have | drawn? 

The main one is that things aren't always 
what they seem. You'd expect the twin. 
cylinder Ducati “otto valvole” to have bags 
of low-down grunt and to make its 
reknowned leap out of corners ahead of the 
four-cylinder opposition thanks to its mid- 
range torque, whereas In fact it makes all 
its power at the top end, has to be rewed 
hard to fly, and has that initial advantage at 
the start of the straight thanks to a 15 kilogram 
(33 Ib.) weight advantage, compounded by 
a flyweight rider in Raymond Roche 

The Bimota is the same, only moreso — 
a snappy, fierce hyper-developed five-year- 
old engine that’s had the powerband 
narrowed considerably to achieve compet: 
itive power. Contrast this with the EXup- 
equipped OW01 Yamaha's incredibly 
smooth power delivery, and you can 
appreciate why other manufacturers (witness 
Kawasaki) are already experimenting with 
their own variable exhaust systems. 

In the handling department it’s the same 
story: you'd expect the finely-honed Bimota, 
a purpose-designed GP racer which just 
happens to have a four-stroke engine, to be 
the class of the field — but the fact is that 


Specifications 
Honda RC3O 

Engine type ...--- eee eens Four-stroke, 
liquid-cooled, DOHC 90°V ‘our 
Bore x stroke .......... 70.4 x 48 nm 
Displacement .......----eeeeee 79ec 
Compression ratio......--...0-- 21 
Carouretion....... (4) 36mm Keir 
Horsepower. . . .136 bhp @ 13,00’ om 
Valves per cylinder............ “Our 
IQnition ........2 eee e ee Kokkus” CDI 
Transmission. .........0206- Six 2ed 
CIGECI aco, s es re wie aieiawe Wet, muli iate 
Lubrication ...........- Oil, we TIP 
Primary drive... 2... eee eee eee ear 
Final drive .. 2.2... eee ee eee ain 
Chassis..........- Aluminum tv. spar 
RAKE sAdtindien ws Sutomna oreo ee 35° 
Nl sss desriereners aretrae era are tet a's 3 in. 
Front suspension............- owe 
telescop - ‘orks 
Fork tube diameter ........... 3mm 
Rear suspension.......... Single-sided 


swingarm w/Oh!ins unit 

Front brakes. .Dual 320mm Brembo discs 
W/AP Lockheed four-piston calipers 
Rear brakes. Single 220mm Nissin disc 
w/Nissin two-piston caliper 


Front wheel ....... 3.50 x 17 in. Honda 
Rear wheel ........ 5.75 x 17 in. Honda 
Front tire... ........ 19/60-17 Michelin 
bias-ply slick 

Rear tire ........00. 18/67-17 Michelin 
radial slick 

Claimed dry weight .........- 363 lbs. 
Wheelbase... .. cece e ee 55.6/562 if 
Ton Speed .... 02... sascen 178 mpb 
Owner ..... Team Total Belray Mediates 
Brussels, Belgium 


| 


sye others are catching up, though fairly 
‘adical Modification is required to the 
sandard road bike geometry to achieve the 
wind of fast action steering necessary for 
cess in the furiously competitive world 
r cuperbike racing. The Ducati's traditional 
» bilan space frame remains an anomaly: one 
an only speculate how much more com 
oritive it might be with the twin-spar 
minum chassis that Massimo Tamburini has 
s\ready designed for the eight-valve desmo 
engine, which unfortunately has yet to be 
adopted thanks to intra-company politics. 
gut the fact is that the Honda RC30 remains 
the best all-around bike, which is probably 
why it's won the title two years running. The 
wwo-year-old design ts still the class of the 
but Yamaha is narrowing the gap, 
and for sure 1990 will see the OWO01- 
mounted runners in closer contention for 
sce and overall honors. Until Bimota 
4uces a homologatable version of their 
nino. fitted with the OW01’s engine, they'll 
e relegated to support status, but they 
ould be back in the running in 1991 with 
Ducati-powered Tesi. And who knows? 
vayoe Kawasaki will have got on terms by 


field 


en, and Suzuki too! @ 
smaha FZR750R OWOl 
1@ tyPS .- ee eae Four-stroke, liquid- 
cooled, DOHC transverse in-line four 
X SHOKE 0. eee ee eee 72.3 x 46mm 
fACEMEN bos cie ae ster aswerroes 749cc 
pression ratio .......-0. ee 12.8:1 
etion....... (4) 38mm Mikuni CV 
zpower....129 bhp @ 13,200 rem 
sper cylinder .......eceeeee Five 
ONhisextaw ens Nippondenso digital 
MISSION acs eie:sua's are pea ed ere Six-speed 
lies ata ueihasaravecs anes Wet, multi-plate 
CAtION: cu.saneaaeaas Oil, wet sump 
(CIV G is sare-acere sn Sasi ohana viens Gear 
VIVE sedrsvsiacwis waiaengand ores a Chain 
Sic da baanteens Aluminum twin-spar 
eieinbank’, Dat wae aioe cue Ses 94.5° 
avassnin ieee ang BeaeaCIa Hi Gea aitauayapudtaad 4in 
SUSPENSION ses ses massac on Yamaha 
telescopic forks 
om tube diameter .........4-- 43mm 
af SUSPENSION .... 2.022 ees Swingarm 
w/Ohlins unit 
Front BrakeS wo... eee Dual 320mm discs 
w/Nissin four-piston calipers 
Real OFAKES 2. eee a Single 200mm disc 
w/Yamaha two-piston caliper 
Front wheel ....... 3.50 x 17 in. Dymag 
Rear wheel... 20... 6.00 x 17 in. Dymag 
Fronttire..... ee. 3.10/4.80-17 Dunlop 
radial slick 
2. 4.15/7.15-17 Dunlop 
p radial slick 
“aimed dry weight ......... 365.2 Ibs. 
Wheelbase... see eee eee 578 in. 
Top Speed oes ee ee ee ee ees 171 mph 
Owner... 0... Team Loctite Yamaha 


Royston, Herts, England 


We don’t make everything 


We specialize in what we 


do best! Barnett builds 
the best performing, 
finest quality clutches and 
cables made. When it’s 


time to buy your next clutch wor 
or cable, ask for Barnett at 


cycle shops worldwide. 


NOW ON VIDEOCASSETTE 


Britain's Golden Years 


of 


MOTOR AICLING 


R elive the glorious history of British 
motorcycling through this nostalgic and 
informative video. Enjoy the 
insights of narrator Murray 
Walker as he follows the 
legendary cycles from their 
inception, unusual war adapt- 
ations, and exciting racing 
footage from 1907 to the [if 
present. You'll cut through the [OW 
mud of 1916 on a 30,000 
Model H Triumph; cross the Sahara in 1941 
on a BSA; and experience the thrills and spills 
on on - and off - road racing with Geoff Duke, 
Freddie Frith, Jimmy Guthrie, John Surtees, 
and Stanley Woods, You'll share the excitement 
of the first scramble in 1924; attend the Earl's 
Cart Show of 1949, when British Motorcycles 
ruled the World; and learn why leadership 
momentum was eventually lost to other 
countries. A must for history, business and 
cycling enthusiasts! 54 minutes, #405, 529.95. 
Visa and MasterCard accepted. Include card 
number, expiration date, and signature. 

orgere cat: 1-800-726-1315 

Make checks payable to 

INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC FILMS, INC. 
Box 29035, Chicago, IL 60629 


Mes WR HAVE THE TRCHNOLOGY AND THE RACING SPIRIT™ 


hi ches & caples 


\d’s Finest Clu 


PO. Box 2826, Santa Fe Springs. CA 
90670 (213) 9414284 


- SPECIALIULPY PARTS 
© EXEIANUST SYSTEMS 
- EXPANSION CIIAMBERS 
“AERO BODY PARTS 
“REAR SHETS/CLIP ONS 
(415)658-3345 (415)658-8559 
F FAD 
4609 MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. WAY 
OAKLAND, CA. 94609 


GSXR 750 / 1100 
RGV 250R 


NSR 50/80 paced 


SPECIALIZING IN HIGH PERFORMANCE 
MB AFTER- MARKET ACCESSORIES 10s 
HONDA + KAWASAKI : SUZUKI» YAMAHA 

MOTORCYCLES (JAPANESE / CANADA) 

INTRODUCING THEALL NW, AFFORDABLE AND AMAZINGLY LIGHT WIGHT 


NASSERT mawiaustsysx 


SUPER fe) SUPER BANK (REAR-SETS) 
TRICK Y carte covpenmve ence"! 


YSR 50/80 


*1990 MODELS 
** NASSERT POR ZXR 7S0R AVAILABLE IN DECEMBER 1989 


1989-90 CATALOG AVAILABLE NOW !!! 
$2.50 (REFUNDADL WITH ORDER) 


APA 
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Road Racer NOW AVAILABLE! BACK ISSUES 


W/o hel 


Have you missed a copy of Motorcycle Road Racer Illustrated? Complete Volume I, Issue 1-July 1988 
your collection! Order back issues of Motorcycle Road Racer Illustrated INAUGURAL ISSUE SOLD OUT 
today for $4.00 per issue or $3.00 per issue when you order 5 copies 
or more. All magazines are shipped first class, postage paid in a flat Volume, Issue 2-September 1988 
manila envelope. We ship out of the country, too. Canada/Mexico: 1-4 — - Racing - International GP Update 
copies, $5.00 per issue; 5 copies or more, $4.00 per issue. All other foreign —_- Racing - National RR Road Atlanta 


countries: 1-4 copies, $8.00 per issue; 5 copies or more, $7.00 per issue. __ - Interview - Wayne Rainey 
All foreign prices include postage. - "My Greatest Race” - Barry Sheene 
Send check, money order or charge to your Visa or Mastercard ($5.00 minimum order). - Feature - Money in Racing 


Do it today! 
Fill out the coupon below completely and mail your order, along with your payment to: 


MOTORCYCLE ROAD RACER ILLUSTRATED i a 
Attn: Back Issue Department, P.O. Box 498, Long Beach, CA 90801-0498 ating - World Superbike Series 
- Interview - “Flyin Fred” Merkel 


(231) 427-7433 / 24 Hour FAX Order Line (213) 427-6685 (charge orders only) "Ny Greatest Race” - Kenny Roberts 
- Feature - Inside Dr. Johns Moto Guzzi 


Volume |, Issue 3- November 1988 
- Racing - The Isle of Man 


Volume II, Issue 1-January 1989 
SOLD OUT 


Volume II, Issue 2-March 1989 

- Racing - 1988 AMA Endurance Series Wrap-up 

- Interview - Sito Pons 

- “My Greatest Race” - Randy Mamola 

- Feature - Spencer/Lawson switch teams 

- Race Bike Test - Pons World Championship Honda 


Volume II, Issue 3-May 1989 

- 1989 GP Travel Guide 

- Interview - Kevin Schwantz 

- "My Greatest Race” - Eddie Lawson 

- Race Bike Test - World Champion 125cc Derbi 


Volume Il, Issue 4-July 1989 
- Feature - World Superbikes 

- Racing - Japan Grand Prix 

- Racing - Daytona 200 

- Interview - Niall Mackenzie 

- “My Greatest Race” - Kel Carruthers 


Volume II, Issue 5-September 1989 
- Feature - GP Sidecars 

- Racing - Road Atlanta 

- Racing - National World Superbikes 

- “My Greatest Race” - Kork Ballington 


Volume II, Issue 6-November 1989 
- Racing - Suzuka 8 hour 

- Racing - AMA Round-up 

- Interview - John Kocinski 

- “My Greatest Race” - Geoff Duke 


Issues wanted (indicate number of each issue in appropriate space) 


Send to Motorcycle Road Racer Illustrated Attn: Back Issue Department, P.O. Box 498, Long Beach, CA 90801-0498 
24 hour FAX Order Line (213) 427-6685 (Charge orders only) 
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Grand 


Prix politics 


4 potpo 


camel, as everybody knows, 
is a horse designed by a 
committee. 

The humor of the truism 
goes flopping clumsily out of 
=i the window when you relate 
itto Grand Prix motorcycle road racing. 

As everybody knows, the GPs are set 
to take off for the international big- 
time, with TV coverage growing 
although not many people in the 
United States will have noticed), major 
sponsors spending vast budgets, an 
unprecedented number of works bikes 
n the 500cc class, and riders — albeit 
only those at the very top — at last 
commanding fees that approach the 
levels of major international sportsmen 
In other fields. 

It all looks as though it’s going well 
— until you scrutinize the progress of 
that which is central to issue: the sport 
itself. The season of 1989 has shown 
that for every step forward, racing 
somehow contrives to find some obsta- 


urri of 


BY MICHAEL SCOTT 


cle to trip over. Like the shambles at 
Misano, when the 500 works riders 
refused to ride in the rain; the humi- 
liation of Germany, where the Clerk of 
the Course failed to stop the 250 race 
in time to stop the pack charging past 
the mortally injured Ivan Palazzese and 
two other badly hurt men; and the 
traversty at Spa, where a three-legged 
race was cut to two legs after the 500 
class had risked their lives for nothing 
in the wet on one of the most dan- 
gerous circuits in the world. 

The resultant shambling gait is 
uncomfortably reminiscent of that of 
the camel. And it is hardly surprising 
to find, lurking behind it all, not one 
but a whole host of committees. 

Not only has the speed of progress 
been damaged, but also the direc- 
tion... camels (like some motorcy- 
cles) are notoriously hard to steer. In 
fact, for the past several years, devel- 
opment of GP racing has never actu- 
ally managed to leave the crossroads. 


problems 


Politics reared its ugly head during the 
Italian GP at Misano, a race the top 
factory riders boycotted due to 
conditions they called unsafe; (from left 
to right) IRRTA secretary Mike Trimby, 
Randy Mamola and Team Suzuki's 
Ganry Taylor discuss the situation. 


We are there once again, at the end 
of the ‘89 season, and if anything has 
become clearer, it is that the choice 
of directions is exactly the same as it 
was 10 years ago, when a band of 
brave rebels led by Kenny Roberts 
attempted to set up the World Series 
— an independent 500/250cc series 
run on commercial lines, and outside 
the jurisdiction of the FIM. 

As everyone knows, the attempt 
failed, thwarted at the last ditch by the 
intemational power of the FIM. The 
World Series progenitors made the 
mistake of underestimating both the 
FIM’s clout and its duplicity, particularly 
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in relation to the circuit owners and 
race promoters, and if was their 
downfall 

Exactly the same choice faces 
racing today, and the cast of charac 
ters hasn’t changed much. On the one 
hand, the traditional, slow-moving and 
all-embracing FIM; on the other, the 
IRRTA faction of top teams — a (much ) 
more organized group who play the 
World Series tune, without yet having 
actually threatened to break away 
Lurking in the background are a 
number of other forces, including 
ROPA, the group representing circuit 
owners and promoters; Moto-Media, a 
marketing organization selling TV rights 
on behalf of all concerned; the spon- 
sors; and the Japanese manufacturers. 
These last two are the most important, 
since without them the whole thing 
would collapse, at least in its present 
form. 

In any analysis of what is going on, 
the FIM inevitably emerges as villain of 
the piece. This does not mean that 
everyone within the FIM is bad — far 
from it. There are a number of noble 
and honest people in senior positions 
within the Geneva-based federation. 

The problem lies in the FIM’s very 
structure. Made up of delegates from 


The riders, including Mamola, Kevin 
Schwantz and Eddie Lawson, held a 
press conference in Italy. 


Television and general media coverage 
have increased drastically in the past 
few years on the GP circuit. 


48 member countries, they elect their 
governing committees from among 
these delegates, and also take major 
decisions at the full general assembly. 
Unfortunately, this meets only once a 
year, so it takes at least two years (one 
for discussion, another for ratification) 
for any major decision to be 
implemented. 

A far greater problem is that many 
decisions are made subject to the 
interests of completely different issues. 
It's called vote-trading, whereby (for 
example) the Iron Curtain block will 
agree to vote one particular way on 
a road-racing issue that does not 
concern them, in exchange for support 
from (for example) the Hispanic group 
on a matter concerning the Soviets’ 
major concern — ice racing. Another 
example is that of the British delegates, 
from the ACU. They are prepared to 
support a particular candidate for 
presidency, in exchange for a pledge 
that their beloved Isle of Man TT will 
be preserved. 

It is hardly a climate in which rational 
decisions can be made, so the two- 
year lead time is often something of 
a blessing in disguise, since it defers 
the dafter decisions made by this top- 
heavy governing body. 


FULL RANGE OF OEM 
AND RACE EQUIPMENT 
INCLUDING 5/5 LINES 


MARCHESINI 
RACE WHEE 
TECHNOLOGY BY 
WHICH ALL OTHERS 
ARE JUDGED 


ASTRALITE 
HE CLUBMAN'S CHOICE 
EASY TO BUY, 
EASY TO SERVICE 


LAVERDA 
PARTS AND SERVICE 


LATER BRO 


P.O. Box 1 MICA, WA 99023 


TEL: 509-924-5131 
FAX: 509-928-0918 


Motorcycle Road Racer IIlustrated/ Yearbook 1990 77 


There is a very different kind of 
problem relating to day-to-day (or 
race-by-race) management, various 
aspects of which are in the hands of 
the FIM Jury at each race, or rest with 
the elected president of the Road- 
Race Commission. He is a Dutchman, 
Jo Zegwaard, a bluff and straight- 
talking Cand rather likeable) individual 
who says, with refreshing honesty: “My 
greatest opponent in advancing road 
racing is the FIM Itself.” 


But Zegwaard has also set his hat 
against IRRTA, and Is given to dispu- 
tatlous off-the-wall opinions surely 
designed only to irk them. Recently, he 
told me that he believed the 500cc 
class only had two or three years left, 
and that “many people hope that by 
then Superbikes will be mature enough 
to take over as the top Grand Prix 
class.” 

Reactions to this statement from the 
racing establishment were universally 


) 
| 


Lhe good, the had and themely 


A layman’s guide to racing politics 


Name: FIM (Federation Intemationale Motocycliste) 

Role: Governing body of motorcycle sport. 

Manner: Torpid and autocratic, ponderous decision-making processes. 
Founded in 1904, and showing its age. 

Motives: Retention of absolute power. 

Name: IRRTA (International Road Racing Teams Association) 

Role: Represents interests of major teams and riders. 

Manner: Flashy exterior, riven with internal disputes. 

Motives: To develop mainly 500/250 racing as big-money glamor sport for 
sponsors and TV — privateers, sidecars, etc., can go hang. 

Name: (PDA (International Private Drivers Association) 

Role: Represents threatened privateers, tiddlers and sidecarists. 

Manner: Desperate — as in hopeless “8O0cc Forever” campaign. 

Motives: Preserve the role of the lesser lights in racing. 

Name: ROPA (Racing Organizers and Promoters Association) 

Role: Defends commercial interests of track owners and promoters. 

Manner: Florid and remote — potential bully-boys 

Motives: Retaining vast amounts of money for their members. 

Name: Sponsors Association 

Role: Mainly to defend widely threatened tobacco sponsors. 

Manner: Shadowy. 

Motives: Selling cigarettes on TV in one of few sports that will still have 

- them. 

Name: CCR (Commission de Courses sur Route = Road Racing 
Commission) 

Role: FIM committee In charge of road racing. 

Manner: Depends on current president (qv): currently disoutations and 
“friends of the privateers,” 

Motives: As for FIM 

Name: Josef Zegwaard 

Role: President of FIM’s Road Racing Commission. 

Manner: Humorous but hostile to almost everyone, especially IRRTA: friend- 
ship towards privateers and minorities may be a pose. 

Motives: Retention of power of FIM, and personal power within it. 

Name: Michel Metraux 

Role: President of IRRTA and Moto Media; team owner of Lucky Strike 
250 team (rider: Jaccques Cornu). 

Manner: Very suave Swiss gent. 

Motives: Expansion of IRRTA’s power and material benefits. 
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amazed — since the 500 class has 
never in its history been stronger, in 
terms of the number of works bikes 
available, as well as in public interest, 
“Ils completely out of touch with 
reality,” said one team manager. 
“Such a statement may be true of the 
sidecar class, which he avoids men- 
tioning. The only reason to say that sort 
of thing is political.” 

if Jonwectd is the current FIM figure- 
head, then the one man who is the 
most outspoken opponent of the FIM, 
and is probably several steps ahead 
of general IRRTA opinion, !s Kenny 
Roberts. His comment on Zegwaard’s 
“600s are dead” statement was typ- 
ically forthright. “He's right, as far as the 
FIM is concemed. In two or three years, 
we'll probably be running the 500 and 
250 classes independently. When we 
tried to run the World Series, it almost 
worked, We're much better organized 
now. It would be a piece of cake. 

Will it happen? Roberts is surely 
ready, and he is surely right . . . that a 
self-financing series could be run 
independent of the FIM. 

At a stroke, this would solve many 
of the problems that beset racing at 
the moment. In particular, nobody 
would be forced to ride at dangerous 
tracks simply because they had been 
homologated by the FIM. There are 
several examples — notably the Saliz- 
burgring (dangerous) and Anderstorp 
(primitive and lacking some second- 
ary safety features). 

While we're on the topic, there are 
other tracks that pass muster for the 
FIM, in spite of falling short of their own 
very specific requirements. Jaram= 
near Madrid and the troublesoms 
Misano in Italy (where the 500 ride’s 
refused to go out when it rained) a2 
both shorter than the four-kilometer 
minimum prescribed by the FIM, bit 
were included on the calendar for 
reasons not unadjacent to the afore 
mentioned vote-trading and powe:- 
braking deals. It can hardly be 4 
coincidence that of the 13 members 
of the road-race commission (not 
counting the two elected riders’ repre- 
sentatives Sito Pons and Steve Webs- 
ter), all but three represent federations 
which promote National road racing 
GPs. Which is perhaps as it should be 
— except for the mutual back- 
scratching whereby such anomolies as 
inadequate tracks are pushed through 
in the interests of maintaining the 
highly profitable status quo for all 
concemed. 

Oddly, the notorious trouble spot of 
Spa-Francorchamps is not one of the 
FIM’s errors, or at least not any more, 
because the FIM, in the shape of 
Zegwaard’s road-race commissioon 
predecessor, the popular Luigi Brenni, 
did all it could to help the riders get 
the track made safer, while the Belgi- 
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A layman’s guide to racing politics 


Name: Serge Rosset 

Role: IRRTA’s tough guy; also Elf team owner 

Manner: sion Swiss gent, former banker — useful when push comes fo 
shove. 


Motives: Too busy at present trying to replace dwindling Elf sponsorship. 


Name: Paul Butler 

Role: IRRTA, Moto Media and Sponsors Association luminary, also man- 
ager of Team Roberts. 

Manner: Urbane. 


Motives: Long-time political animal, finger In many ples, fan of material 
benefits. 


Name: Gary Taylor 

Role: IRRTA, also manager of Team Suzuki. 
Manner: Light on his feet. 

Motives: As for other IRRTA members. 


Name: Mike Trimby 

Role: IRRTA general secretary (full-time worker), formerly popular Rid- 
ers’ Representative. 

Manner: Harrassed and humorless. 

Motives: Currently overworked and underpaid, may bale out. 


Name: Kenny Roberts 

Role: Team owner, FiM-basher and general super-hero. 

Manner: Incisive insight, determined. 

Motives: To ditch FIM and give GP racing financial and other status it 
deserves. 

Name: Steve Whitelock 

Role: Honda Racing Corporation’s representative on IRRTA. 


Manner: Dissenting voice within IRRTA. 
Motives: To keep HRC on the fence as long as possible in any dispute. 


Name: Joe Vaessen 

Role: Newly-elected FIM president, formerly head of speedway 
commission. 

Manner: Professional. 

Motives: Remain to be seen. 

Name: Max Deubel 

Role: Frequent on-track FIM jury president, former sidecar champion. 


Manner: Does his best while administering absurd regulations. 
Motives: Traditionalist FIM man and sidecar lover. 


Name: Sito Pons 

Role: Riders’ Representative on FIM Road-Race Commission, also 
supreme being in 250 class. 

Manner: Intelligent Spanish gentleman. 


Motives: Does a conscientous job for his fellow riders, has major interest in 
improving circuit safety. 


Name: William (Bill) Smith 

Role: ACU delegate to FIM, member of Road-Race Commission. 

Manner: Henchman to Zegwaard, tries to make sense of the Dutchman’s 
whackier statements. 


Motives: Big-time TT fan. 


Name: Michael Scott 

Role: Author of this article. 

Manner: Obviously untrustworthy. 

Motives: Apparently wishes to alienate his few remaining friends within 
racing. 
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ans in turn complied with the letter of 
the law in making improvements to the 
worst danger spots of this superb, 
historic but unfortunately perilous 
track, without actually rendering it 
safe. Any instructions from the riders 
would have been backed by the FiM; 
but unfortunately they were nof suffi- 
ciently specific in their requirements, 
and although the run-off area 
demanded has been provided (with 
great difficulty) at the pair of ultra-fast 
left-handers known as Blanchimont, it 
is pitifully inadequate. 

But to come back to the question 
of whether these problems can only be 
solved by breaking with the FIM and 
starting afresh elsewhere — well, the 
answer is far fromm obvious. There are 
other reasons for staying with the Fi, 
not least because it is almost always 
to start from where you are at the 
moment; and also because there is q 
strong feeling within IRRTA that the 
balance of power could soon shift, and 
the FIM become a good deal more 
malleable. 

A major reason for all the posturing 
this season was that 1989 was presi- 
dential election year — when the 
congress met in October in Maastricht, 
their first major task was to elect a 
replacement for the incumbent pres- 
ident Nicolas Schmit, a Luxembourgois 
who took over from the notorious hard 
man Nicolas Rodil, the president who 
squashed the World Series. 

Schmit was elected, by general 
agreement, as a caretaker pres dent 
for a three-year term (other presic ents 
are in for life). This year, there wer two 
candidates: Swiss engineer _uigi 
Brenni, and Dutchman Jos Vaes: -1. 

Brenni, a former head of the oad 
Race Commission, was the p< oular 
choice among the GP fraternity. ‘hen 
he was in charge of road racir. . the 
people who now make ur. IRTA 
enjoyed the best-ever relations with 
the FIM. Brenni was an honest — oker. 
whose decisions were made —_ enly, 
and obviously in the Interest 9 GP 
racing. Even the riders liked hi and 
when he retired from the job |r 1988, 
he was feted at a special reception, 
and presented with gifts from IR’ A and 
the riders — an act without precedent. 

However, the FIM being the vote | 
trading organization it is, with strange 
alliances openly flaunted, everybody 
knew in advance that Vaessen would 
get the job. 

This may not be too bad a thing fot 
road racing. Vaessen was previously 
head of the speedway commission. 
and speedway is unique in the FIM in 
being recognized as a professiondl 
sport (in road-racing, even the GPs are 
still regarded as amateur!) Vaesse" 
could change this, and this altered 
status would be a big step towards 4 
truly professional future of GP racing. 


lly enough, In a world of 
Mog power-squabbles, it is not 
inte FIM can do for racing that 
pl but what racing can do to the 
cot yeaken their grip. 
FIM, to eed thel that 
aRTA and thelr fellow travellers, tha 
; ch of rebels”, as Zegwaard calls 
ae have already drawn up battle 
Hae a confrontation that could 
ae crucial. It will come in Sweden 
n. 
te anumber of problems with 
torp, ranging from the less-than 
Anders 
salubrious paddock to small but 
drunken and unruly crowds. More 
j srious is the lack of a trackside access 
eh which means that in the highly 
ialy event of an accident, ambulan- 
ces must circulate with racing traffic, 
gnd stop at least partly on the track. 
But the biggest sin, as far as the would- 
be developers of racing are con- 
ered, is a lack of interest in TV 
coverage. Uniquely, the race is not 
nown live on Swedish TV, which leads 
¢ problems for other countries within 
¢he European Broadcasting Union who 
vant to broadcast the race live. 
r these reasons, IRRTA have 
‘ged to boycott the race next year. 
arly, Zegwaard has pledged that 
ace will be on the calendar, 
yer or not IRRTA turn up. 
ery much doubt whether their 
st will stand firm,” he said. “And 
‘ it does, a privateers’ GP could 
‘ery enjoyable race meeting.” 
second part of this statement is 
nonsense, if you subscribe to the 
| of thought that sees racing not 
amateur game played for the 
of the trackside viewers, but as 
1 international TV spectacle. The 
the first part remains to be seen. 
‘ainly, IRRTA’s sole attempt at a 
‘t this season (of a rescheduled 
1ed” practice day in Germany) 
sndered somewhat ridiculous by 
Tie ‘act that Honda declined to go 
5 with it. Eddie Lawson, rather 
eniently, missed his aircraft and 
didnt turn up, but other HRC runners 
Michael Doohan and 250 rider Masa- 
hifo Shimizu did go out and practice 
along with a handful of privateers. 
IR?TA’s men now confidently say that 
Honda will be standing firm with them 
Over Sweden; while HRC’s own spokes- 
man made it clear that he had only 
ees accommodation just in case, 
° Avoid a problem this year that had 
7 Honda’s top men obligated to 
: ie piesa tik deities because 
alr 
by other teams, eady been taken 
ona beet — and it will 
ie oes prove the 
re ore then the AM wl be 
‘ Separcice por to adopt a more 
ial attitude, lest they drive 
revive the Participants in racing to 
© slumbering World Series @ 
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RACING SUSPENSION 


Endurance Road Racing is the 
toughest proving ground for 
road going shock absorbers 
and the handcrafted state of 
the art Ultrasport from WORKS 
PERFORMANCE comes out on 
top time and time again. With 
three National Championships 
to their credit, Team Royale 
Racing's Terry Bailey, Jim East 
and Doug Henry demand the 
best. They use the WORKS 


Works Ultrasport $539.95 Fork Springs $69.95/$89.95 
Catalog Send $2.00 


For the best in handling, reliability and comfort, 


join the winners, go with Works Performance. 
PERFORMANCE Ultrasport 


Orders (818) 701-1010 
Charge to VISA/MC 
shock absorber and adjustable WORKS aruneeee 
8730 SHIRLEY AVE.. 


dual-rate fork springs. PERFORMANCE wontunince. ca 91324 


MICHELIN 


ROAD RACE TIRES 
and Hi SPORT 


Because so much is riding on your tires 
1.C.R.T. 

Int'l Cycle Race Tires 
1845 Redondo Avenue 
Long Beach, CA 90804 


213-597-0339 


Race on the track, 
not on the street! 


REPLACEMENT BODY PARTS 


Don’t pay the high cost of OEM windshields and body parts. 

Now has available replica replacement 
windshields and body parts for most 
popular model sport bikes, at a fraction 
of the OEM cost. 

Contact your local dealer or for more information call: 


(916) 272-9036 


Send $2.00 for full-color catalog 
MAIER Mfg. Co., Inc., dept. AR 12435 Loma Rica Drive © Grass Valley. CA 95945-9898 
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PHOTOGRAPHY BY ALAN CATHCART AND PATRICK GOSLING 


(Right) For 1989, Honda revamped the single- 
crankshaft V4 NSR500, fitting new cylinders, 

heads, exhaust pipes, electronic ignition and a 
computer-controlled exhaust power valve in order 
to make the bike more rideable than its ferocious 
‘88 predecessor. The chassis was stiffened, at the 
expense of some additional heft, and the weight 
bias shifted even further forward than In '88. An 
experimental 360-degree crankshaft motor with 
the cylinders firing in pairs was tried but discarded. 
(Below) Cagiva may not yet have achieved the 
on-track successes that the Castiglioni brothers 
would like, but the team is a front-runner in the use 
of high-tech materials. Not only did the V589 sport 
the de rigeur AP-Lockheed carbon brakes, but 
carbon-fiber water pump gears as well; a carbon 
clutch and carbon-fiber gearbox are reportedly 
waiting in the wings, as Is an electronic fuel 
injection/engine management system. 


Sa, 
Stow’ 


Mantes 


(Right) Whether you call them inverted, upside-down or outer- 
upper tube, the new generation of telescopic forks are here to 
stay. Ohlins were the most common, but Suzuki (shown here) 
fitted Kayabas, and Honda used Showas. The '89 Suzuki RGSO0V 
XR75 switched to a contrarotating twin-crankshaft design for 
better balance, and was praised for its speed and handling. 


82 Motorcycle Road Racer I!lustrated/Yearbook 1990 


\pove) The hopeless but romantic endeavor 
sf the Italian Paton V4, ridden by Marco 
>3pa, was most notable for it sponsorship 
»y, and use of Dragon Petrol, a gasoline 
made from household rubbish! 


(Above) In the absence of the French Elf 
Honda effort, the Swiss Fior caried the 
technological torch. The “chassisiess” 
in-line four-powered machine with the 
innovative front suspension was ridden with 
limited success by Marco Gentile (fourth 

in the boycotted Italian GP), who was 
unfortunately killed after the season ended 
in a go-karting accident. (Left) Team Lucky 
Strike Roberts brought on-board diagnostic 
computers to the GP scene on a scale 
never before seen, in the process establish- 
ing themselves as the top Yamaha effort 
The '89 Yamaha YZRS00 motor was blessed 
with new cylinders, heads, exhaust pipes, 
flat-top pistons and slightly modified carbs, 
while the only significant changes to the 
chassis were the repositioning of the engine 
and the steering head. This slowed steering 
somewhat, prompting the Marlboro Agostini 
squad to retum to 16-inch front wheels 
Roberts’ team, meanwhile, opted 

to shorten the swingarm 
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500cc WORLD CHAMPIONS 


1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 
1960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 
1971 
1972 
1973 
1974 
1975 


1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 
1960 
1961 

1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1966 
1967 


1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 
1974 

1972 

1973 
1974 


L. Graham 
U. Masett! 
G. Duke 

U. Masett) 
G. Duke 

G. Duke 

G, Duke 

J. Surtees 

L Liberati 

J. Surtees 

J. Surtees 

J. Surtees 
G. Hocking 
M. Hailwood 
M. Hallwood 
M. Hailwood 
M. Hailwood 
G. Agostini 
G. Agostini 
G. Agostini 
G. Agostini 
G. Agostini 
G. Agostini 
G. Agostin| 
P. Read 

P. Read 

G. Agostini 
B. Sheene 

B. Sheene 

K. Roberts 

K. Roberts 

K. Roberts 
M. Lucchinelli 
F. Uncini 

F. Spencer 
E. Lawson 

F. Spencer 
E. Lawson 
W. Gardner 
E. Lawson 

E. Lawson 


N. Pagani 
B. Ruffo 

C. Ubbiall 
C. Sandford 
W. Haas 

R. Hollaus 
C. Ubbiali 
C. Ubbiali 

T. Provini 

C. Ubbiall 
C. Ubbiall 
C. Ubbiali 

T. Phillis 

L Taveri 

H. Anderson 
L Taveri 

H. Anderson 
L Taveri 


B. lw 


E. Degner 

H. Anderson 
H. Anderson 

R. Bryans 

H-G Anscheidt 
H-G Anscheidt 
H-G Anscheidt 
A Nieto 

A Nieto 

J. de Vries 

A Nieto 

J, de Vries 

H. van Kessel 


(D) 
(NZ) 
(NZ) 
CIRL) 
(D) 


ASS 
Norton 
Gllera 
Gllera 
Gilera 
Gilear 

MV Agusta 
Gllera 

MV Agusta 
MV Agusta 
MV Agusta 
MV Agusta 
MV Agusta 
MV Agusta 
MV Agusta 
MV Agusta 
MV Agusta 
MV Agusta 
MV Agusta 
MV Agusta 
MV Agusta 
MV Agusta 
MV Agusta 
MV Agusta 
MV Agusta 
MV Agusta 
Yamaha 
Suzuki 
Suzuki 
Yamaha 
Yamaha 
Yamaha 
Suzuki 
Suzuki 
Honda 
Yamaha 
Honda 
Yamaha 
Honda 
Yamaha 
Honda 


125¢c WORLD CHAMPIONS 


Mondial 
Mondial 
Mondial 
MV Agusta 
NSU 

NSU 

MV Agusta 
MV Agusta 
Mondial 
MV Agusta 
MV Agusta 
MV Agusta 
Honda 
Honda 
Suzukl 
Honda 
Suzukl 
Honda 
Yamaha 


50/80cc WORLD CHAMPIONS 


Suzukl 
Suzukl 
Suzuk| 
Honda 
Suzuki 
Suzukl 
Suzukl 
Derb!| 
Derbi 
Kreidler 
Derb! 
Kreidler 
Kreldler 


250cc WORLD CHAMPIONS 


1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 


B. Ruffo 

D. Ambrosini 
B. Ruffo 

E. Loranzett! 
W. Haas 

W. Hoas 

H-P Muller 
C. Ubbiall 
C. Sandford 
T, Provini 

C. Ubbiali 
C. Ubbiall 
M. Haltwood 
J. Redman 
J, Redman 
P, Read 

P. Read 

M. Hallwood 
M. Hallwood 
P. Read 

K. Caruthers 
R. Gould 

P. Read 

J. Saarinen 
D. Braun 

W. Villa 

W. Villa 

W. Villa 

L Lega 

K. Ballington 
K. Ballington 
A. Mang 

A Mang 

+L Tournadre 
C. Lavado 
C. Sarron 

F, Spencer 
C. Lavado 
A. Mang 

S. Pons 

S. Pons 


P, Read 

D. Simmons 
D. Braun 

A. Nieto 

A. Nieto 

K. Anderson 
K. Anderson 
P. Pilen 

P.P Bianchi 
P.P Blanchi 
E. Lazzerini 
A. Nieto 

P.P Blanchi 
A. Nieto 

A Nieto 

A. Nieto 

A Nieto 

F. Gresini 

L Cadalora 
F. Gresini 

J. Martinez 
A Criville 


A Nieto 

A. Nieto 

A. Nieto 

R. Tormo 

E. Lazzerinl 
E. Lazzerini 
R. Tormo 

S. Dorflinger 
S. Dorflinger 
S. Dorflinger 
S. Dorflinger 
J. Martinez 
J. Martinez 
J. Martinez 
M. Herreros 
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Guzzi 
Benelli 
Guzzi 
Guzzi 
NSU 
NSU 
NSU 
Mv Agusta 
Mondial 
MV Agusta 
MV Agusta 
MV Agusta 
Honda 
Honda 
Honda 
Yamaha 
Yamaha 
Honda 
Honda 
Yamaha 
Benelll 
Yamaha 
Yamaha 
Yamaha 
Yamaha 
Harley-Davidson 
Harley-Davidson 
Harley-Davidson 
Morbidelli 
Kawasaki 
Kawasaki 
Kawasakl 
Kawasaki 
Yamaha 
Yamaha 
Yamaha 
Honda 
Yamaha 
Honda 
Honda 
Honda 


Yamaha 
Kawasaki 


Morbidelli 
Morbidelll 
Morbidelli 
MBA 
Minarelli 
MBA 
Minarelll 
Garelli 
Garelli 
Garelli 
Garelli 
Garelll 
Garelli 
Derbi 

JJ Cobas 


Kreidler 
Bultaco 
Bultaco 
Bultaco 
Kreidler 
Kreidler 
Bultaco 
Kreidler 
Kreidler 
Zundapp 
Krauser 
Derb! 
Derb! 
Dero! 
Derbi 


SIDECAR WORLD CHAMPIONS | 
1949 ~—~E. Oliver (GB) = Norton | 
D. Jenkinson (GB) ; 
4950 __‘€. Oliver (GB) Norton 
L Dobelll (1) 
1951 Oliver (GB) Norton | 
L. Dobelli (1) 
4952 C.Smith (GB) — Norton 
B. Clements (GB) 
4953_—~E. Oliver (GB) — Norton 
S. Dibben (GB) 
4954 + W.Noll (D) BMW 
F. Cron (D) 
4955  W. Faust (D) BMW 
K. Remmert (D) 
1956 W. Noll (D) BMW 
F. Cron (D) 
1957‘ F. Hillebrand (D) BMW 
M. Grunwald (D) 
1958  W. Schneider (D) BMW 
H. Strauss (D) 
1959 W. Schneider (D) BMW 
H. Strauss (D) 
1960 +H. Fath (D) BMW 
A Wohligemuth — (D) 
1961 _M. Deubel (D) BMW 
E. Homer (D) 
1962 M. Deubel (0) BMW 
—. Homer (D) 
1963 M. Deubel (D) BMW 
E. Homer (D) 
1964 M. Deubel (D) BMW | 
E. Homer (D) 
1965 — F. Scheidegger (CH) BMW 
J. Robinson (GB) 
1966 _-F. Scheidegger (CH) BMW 
J. Robinson (GB) 
1967 K. Enders (D) BMW 
R. Engelhardt (D) 
1968 —-H. Fath (D) URS 
W. Kallaugh (D) 
1969 K. Enders (D) BMW | 
R. Engelhardt (D) | 
1970 _K. Enders (D) BMW 
R. Engelhardt (D) 
1971 +H. Owesle (D) URS-Foth 
P. Rutherford (GB) | 
1972 K Enders (D) BMW. 
R. Engelhardt (D) 
1973. K. Enders (D) BMW | 
R. Engelhardt (D) | 
1974 K. Enders (D) Busch-B 
R. Engelhardt (D) 
1975 __R. Steinnausen (D) Busch-Kc* 9 
J. Huber (D) 
1976  R. Steinnausen (D) Busch-X° 
J, Huber (D) 
1977 G.ODell (GB) Yamahc 
K. Arthur (GB) 
1978 — R. Biland (GB) = Yamah< 
K. Williams (GB) | 
1979 R. Biland (CH) = Yamah | 
K. Waltisperg (CH) 
1980 J. Taylor (GB) Yamaha 
B. Johansson (S) 
1981 R. Biland (CH) = Yamahe 
K. Waltisperg (CH) 
1982 W. Schwarzel (BD) Yamaha 
A Huber (D) 
1983. R.Biland (CH) = Yamaha 
K. Waltisperg (CH) 
1984  E. Streuer (NL) Yamaha 
B. Schneiders (NL) 
1985 __ E. Streuer (NL) Yamana 
B. Schneiders (NL) 
1986 — E. Streuer (NL) Yamaha 
B. Schneiders (NL) 
1987S. Webster (GB) — Krauser-Yamaho 
T. Hewitt (GB) 
1988  S. Webster (GB) — Krauser-Yamane 
T. Hewitt (GB) 
1989S. Webster (GB) — Krauser-Yamana 
T. Hewitt (GB) 
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SCITSU 
C TACHOMETERS 


STEERING DAMPER KITS 
BRAIDED STAINLESS BRAKE LINE KITS 
LOCKHEED ADJUSTABLE MASTER CYLINDERS 
DAINESE LEATHERS @ ALPINESTAR BOOTS 
STOPWATCHES © BRAKE PADS © SPROCKETS 


GREAT PRICES & SERVICE 
‘% Call for Price List & Stickers!" 


518 272°5487 
Mon-Fri 9:30-5:30 EST 


Dealer Inquiries Invited 
Fax 318 272-5450 


CRANKSHAFT REPAIR 
EUROPEAN ONLY, STREET & RACING- 
SUCH AS NORTON "MANX", 
ADLER, BMW, BSA, DRM, 
BULTACO, NSU, ZUNDAPP, ete. 


KROEBER- PITSCH 
- ELECTRONIC IGNITION CONVERSIONS- 
—TACHOMETERS FOR ANY APPLICATION- 


0 
Saeed) __ REPRODUCTION OF THOSE 
BiPigy IMPOSSIBLE TO FIND ENGINE PARTS 

BLEY VINTAGE MOTORCYCLE 
) RESTORATIONS (B.V.M.R.) 
DIV. OF BLEY ENGINEERING CO. 
700 CHASE, ELK GROVE, IL 60007 
708) 437-0671 FAX 


Race on the track, 
not on the street! 


MEGACYCLE 
—S CAMS 


THE COMPETITIVE EDGE IN CAM DESIGN. 
Performance « Reliability « Service 

* HONDA — e DUCATI ¢ HUSQVARNA 

e SUZUKI »¢ NORTON © TRIUMPH/BSA 

° YAMAHA ® LAVERDA ~ ® ROTAX/CAN AM 

© KAWASAKI * MOTOGUZZI * AER MACCHI 


NEW BILLET REPLACEMENT CAMS 
HARDFACED CAMS AND ROCKER ARMS 
MANUFACTURED NEEDLE BEARING CAMS 
(No boring needed in mast models) 
Complete 1988 Catalog + Decals—$3 
Cam Data Sheets—Free 
90 Mitchell Blvd. ¢ San Rafael, CA 94903 
(415) 472-3195 FAX (415) 472-1497 


MOTORCYCLE SALVAGE 
STREET/DIRT/ATV PARTS 


Sport Bike 
Specialists 1-800-366-8402 
Clet's Motorcycle Ship U.P.S. Dally 
4329 Centennial Ave. Ph. (502) 354-5948 
Radcliff, KY 40460 FAX (502) 3541-5974 


FULL RACE LEATHERS 
Custom Made & Custom Fit 


vanson 


eathers 


Ready-mades in stock sizes, Jackets, Pants, Chaps 


For free brochure & measure form, contact 
VANSON LEATHERS, INC Dept. CN 


434 Hancock St., Quincy, MA 02171 
(617) 328-9291 FAX (617) 472-8711 


Ride like a winner... 
Winners wear helmets 


For New Ducatis, Performance Parts, 
Accessories & Professional Service 


Call the DUCATI EXPERTS at Bollenbach Engineering 


YOUR WORLD CLASS PERFORMANCE PARTS CENTER 
Bollenbach meeting the Exclusive U.S. 


Distributor for FBF Products, Importer of Marche- 
sini Racing Wheels and Brembo Brake Systems. 
Brake Rotor Resurfacing for bikes 


asG QLLENBA CH ENGINEERING 


ms Place, East Dundee, IL 60118-2319 
C.J (708) 428-2800 === 
=~ FAX(708) 428-0774 = 
DUCATI ,.,, Cinest Gacog a a 


(J Husqvarna MOTO GUZZI 


SS ————————— 
EAST COAST CYCLE 
SALVAGE SPECIALISTS 

© We Cater to © Engines 
Racers 

© Accessories Ba © Electronics 

© Bikes @ Next Day UPS 


Buy and Sell Used and Salvaged Parts 
Specializing in Japanese Sport Bikes 


404-692-5681 800-225-4923 


technical information — racer hotlines/orders 


404-692-9495 


fax number 


Jet Ski/ 


142 Rogers St 
Watercraft 


Jasper, GA 30148 


HELEN AND THE F1-B 
Limited Edition 
Photographic Print 
16° x 20° Full Color 
Ready To Frame 


$27,°° each, includes S&H 


Many Makes and Models Available 
Write for Details 


POSITIVE IMAGE GRAPHICS 
289 N. Edgewood Ave.eDept. RR 
Woed Dale, iL 60191 


QMLIK i 


YOUR DUCATI/HUSQVARNA/KTM 
HEADQUARTERS 

Ce (708) 495-2273 
(708) 495-7942 FAX ~~ = 
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/ THE BEST IN SPORTBIKE WINDSCREENS 


© 10 HOT COLORS IN STOCK PLUS 


CALL NOW 
TO ORDER 


CLEAR + SMOKE 
(" 4 @ HIGH QUALITY OPTICS 
ms = ) @ FACTORY PRE-DRILLED (818) 883-2761 
@ NEW RZ 350’s IN STOCK — DEALERS WELCOME 


Lo sy FY vy" y 
ol pllbmieolabs 
laifea USA 


The “FABULOUS” and 
“FUN LOVING” 
HI-POINT TRAILER 


nn 
ie = * 


IN A CLASS OF IT’S OWN 


Custom built to your specifications. An aerodynami- 
cally designed, all fiberglass trailer with new rubber 
suspension axles and electric brakes. Available in 14’, 
16’, 18’, 20’, and 24’ sizes, both flat top and the new 


raised roof models. Roll-bar construction for that 
extra margin of safety. Many options are available. 


Hi-Point Trallers USA 
1115 Milan Ave., Amherst, OH 44001 
(216) 988-4474 


IGNITION 
SYSTEMS 
PARTS & 

SERVICE for 


KTM, BULTACO, CZ 
CAGIVA, MONTESA, HUSQVARNA 


MOTOPLAT USA 115 Milan Ave., Amherst, OH 44001 
(216) 988-4474 


RZ 350 PIPES 


13 HP Increase, 20lbs. lighter than stock, 
wide powerband, 4 dba over stock. Retains 
side and center stands. $229 includes 4 
aluminum silencers. R5-RD250/350/400 
Daytona exhaust, $189 includes 2 aluminum 
silencers. Kawasaki H1/H11 exhaust, $229 
includes aluminum silencer and hardware. 


(707) 463-1322 


F.P.P./816-A Waugh Lane/Ukiah, CA 95482 
DEALERS/DISTRIBUTORS WELCOME 
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INTERESTED IN ROAD RACING... 

(legally), but can’t spend $5,000 to try it? DON'T! For about 
$200 we will put you on our track prepared '88 Kawasaki 600 
NINJAS suited up with leathers, give you classroom training with 
KEITH CODE, time all your laps, and improve your skill on tracks 
like LAGUNA SECA, ROAD AMERICA, LOUDON, SEARS POINT 
MID-OHIO, WILLOW SPRINGS, WATKINS GLEN and more. This Is 
for real. No Speed Limit, 11,000 RPM Riding. This is what motor- 
cycles are al] about. Pure riding Freedom, no cars, no cops 
Advanced registration required. Riders must be 18 years or older. 
Track sessions follow most AMA road races. Ask about our 
Expanded Schools and 2-Day Riding Camps. Write or call for free 


brochure CALIFORNIA SUPERBIKE SCHOOL 


Dept. CC, Box 3107, Hollywood, CA 90078 
(213) 484-9323 


Race on the track, 
not on the street! 


STREET PERFORMANCE 


WHITE BROS.,catalog 
#13S is now available 
featuring top perfor- 
mance products for 
Sportbikes, Street-singles, 
and Harley-Davidsons. 
Send $2.00 for the 28- 
page color catalog; a 
$5.00 discount certificate 
redeemable towards next 
order included. 


fe ITE 14241 Commerce Dr. 
: Garden Grove, CA 92643 USA 


CUSTOM LEATHERS 
Lettering, Repairs, Cleaning 
Free Catalog 


LOU'S LEATHERS 


300 Peck Pike Rd., Dept.'R 
Elkhorn, KY 42733 
(606) 787-5029 


RIDENwe. 
ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY 


RIDERS CLOTHING 
WEATHERPROOF 


SEAM SEALED 
GORETEX® 


COOLER 
CORDURA® 
NYLON 


ABRASION 


PROVEN PROTECTION 


SIX REMOVESBLE TEMPERFOAT ® 
IMPACT PADS 


«FAST, EASY ENTRY DESIGN 


*I6 SIZES AND 2 COLOR 
ISRaNANeNS e 


FULLY LINED AND 
*MRCUING WASHABLE 
+ ORDER FACTORY DIRECT 
*100% MONEY BACK 

QUA! NEE 


ROADCRAFTER 
ONE PIECE SUIT 9 47792 
TWO PELE SUIT 56709 


FOR OUR es | 
FREE CATALOG amt 


FILLED WITH UNIQUE 


EB] SOSHIMAURA EAST 
MOTUL OIL 


© EXHAUST SYSTEMS 
© CAM SHAFTS 
© CARBURETORS 

UPS Shipping Daily 


© PERFORMANCE KITS 


(201) 935-4797 


EIGHT SO, IB™ AVE. Wi 


YOUR PERFORMANCE OUTLET CENTER 
© FENDER CONVERSION KITS 


© COMPLETE SERVICE CENTER 
Send $4.00 For Latest Catalog Te 
Cycle Commection, #711 Rt. 17 N. Ste. Caristadt, NI 07072 


CUMING FOR RIDERS QULUTH, MN 55806 , 
(218) 722 -1927 1(800) 222-1994 k 
' 


TRIMLINE 


9 
$109 12x20 $16 
100 $159 20x20 $289 
Quick and Easy Assembly 
Durable Construction 
Compact Storage 4 
Shipping ¢ CODs accepte 
ae cuter Trailer Canopies 
ies and Colors - Call For Prices 
Inquiries Welcome 


PRO. ul 
ny Sty 
vie Dealer 


HOLLIDAY CANOPIES 


& Woodbridge Drive, Charleston, WV 25311 


eee (304) 343 2277 


\ Gamera on Bike | 
7 or EVER! 
Q V FOUR VICTORY 


Highlights of the Ulster G P pre 
cede Joey Dunlop s staggering 
110 mph lap of the Isle of Man 
with a camera on the tank! An 
UNFORGETTABLE S50 mins 


$39.95 
ORDER NOW CALL 


(416)356-6865 CDs 


OR MAIL CHECK OR MONEY ORDER 


FREE CATALOGUE! 


& Much More 
he-Vintage-Features-Motocross ch More 
oN ST FRIENDLY SERVICE CO! : 
is ae P.O. BOX 474, DEPT.N 
: LM A LEWISTON, NY 14092 


—$—— 


= 


ers wear helmets 
Ride like a winner... 


\ <tal Parts Warehouse 
1 800 72 BIKES 

SUZ Discount Parts 

YAMAL A Accessories & Bikes 

HUSOVARNA Authorized Dealer 

DUCATI UPSeFed. Ex.eExp. Mail 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS 


+ CRANKBUILDING 
*CON RODS 
* CLUTCHES 


Ducati - Cagiva - Moto-Guzzi - Laverda 


RTS 


B. 
19 invaattiry - Knowledgeable Assistance 
ace Prep Services A vailable 


Cycle Specialtie: 
S of Athen 
Bogart,GA - (404) 643-0238 


os BS Aer 
a FREE ¥ MA " 
OE ABIO” © 203 

Se 


You have to finish to win. 


EXHAUST SYSTENMS 
and 


HINDLE SUPERSTANDS 


Now 
Distributed 


foe AS 
FORNARELL 207s 


Race Systems For RC30, VFR, FZR, GSX-R, 
ZX-7,ZX-10, V-Max and over 100 other models! 
Discounts To Racers With Competition Licenses 

Midwestern Distributor For Treen Leathers 


1636 N. 21st Ave., Melrose Park, IL 60160 
(312) 344-9529 


FORGED RACING PISTONS 


13420 So. Normandie Ave., Gardena, CA 90249 
(213) 770-0055 


REPLACEMENTS AND 
CUSTOM WINDSCREENS 


Having trouble finaing screens for 
cafe, racing, or touring farings? 
It's our whole line! Over 500 
models. Dealer inquiries welcome. 


GUSTAFSSON PLASTICS. Sw» =m 
P.O. Box 3567 @ St. Augustine, FL 32085-3567 
1904) 824-2119 (904) 824-3443 


MASHED PIPE ? GET IT FINED FOR $35! 


Why pay up to $200 for a new exhaust pipe, when we 

can fix your dented or mashed one for $35? No matter 

how bad it is, we can fix it! Accept no imitations! We 
are the original and best! 


FINISH LINE paopucrs co 
76 Railroad Avenue @ Patchogue, NY 11772 
(516) 758-2777 


ROAD RACE SUPPLIES 
© Numbers & Plates © Safety Wire/Pliers 
© Brake Pads © Steering Damper Kits 
© Stop Watches © Fiberglass Body Parts 
Fast Service and Much More! pay eae 
Connecticut 
CycleWorks, Inc. 


475 Washington Avenue ® North Haven, CT 08473 
(203) 234-7000 


LEATHER SUITS 
$399.00 COMPLETE 


Approved For Racing 
Also, Solid Black Pants & Jackets 


? 
a's MACHINE SHOP SERVICES 
Le) Transmission Undercutting 
5 Angle Valve Jobs 
Head Porting, 
Complete Engine Building 
Frame Modifications 
Custom Swingarms 
Wheels Widened 


Cycle-Rama, Inc. 


WC. 


5731 Seminole Blvd. 
Seminole, FL 34642 
(813) 392-0866 


On Track Supply 
Road Racing Specialists 


Handling the full Yoshimura line plus: 


Steering Damper Kits @ Brake Pads 
Brake Lines @ Sprockets 
Chains @ Milbar Safety 

Wire Pliers 
Racing Gloves 


Call today 
for all your 
road racing 
needs! 


THE COUNTRY’S TOP ROAD RACERS SHOW YOU HOW TO GET INTO 
CLUB RACING IN OUR 60 MINUTE WANNA RACE? VIDEO! 

this action packed vdeo gets you s 

Ask fos it af your favorite bekke shop cd 

Same cay shoment ech money coe Aloe 4 weeks G7 Pens 5 cee Dame ees eres 


DO IT ON THE TRACK! 
The Only How To Roacrace \deo Currently Avalane 
Feel the knee dragging. wide oy emenit wg. R 
Ve og 
$22.95 plus $3 SBH (FL Res add $i 28 tax & ry 
J R PRODUCTIONS, Box 607261, Oriando, FL 32860 
Tallee Sport Taunng Bars Handcrafted of 606) Ai Alloy 
Factory Look / No Mod. To Install / Uses Stoca Cables HYD tes 


2” Migher 1” Rearward $169.95 + $5 SH/ HD 
“NEW” CBX SPORT HEL! BARS 
31/2” lower than stock (exchange onty) $129 95 + $6.00 S/H 
VFR REAR DIRECTIONAL EXTENDERS (4°) $39.95 » $2.50 S/H 
“82-84 Sabre Pro Link Needle Baanog Mod $179.95 + $8.50 S/H 
HELI MODIFIED, 500 Woburn St, Wilmington, MA 01887 
1-508-653-9848 


| 
HONDA VFR/CBR 1000 HELI BARS | 


PRO LAP LEATHER 
Repairs On All Brands 
Cleaning and Reconditioning — 
Custom Lettering #4 
Free Freight 


Thomas Hardy © 1103 Nottingham Ds. @ West Chester, PA 19380 
(215) 696-4994 
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LIMITS 


TIMES GONE BY 


A pre-World Champion Eddie Lawson leads another World Champion-to-be 
Freddie Spencer in the old turn nine at Laguna Seca in the early ‘80s; following 
is two-time Superbike National Champion Wes Cooley 


88 Motorcycle Road Racer Illustrated/ Yearbook 1990 


Introducing the 1990 GSX-R750. A sportbike that needs no introduction. 
Inside the 1990 GSX-R750 beats the heart of a champion. The race-bred tech- 
nology it embodies helped Jamie James and Scott Russell of Team Yoshimura/ 
Suzuki finish 1-2 in the 1989 AMA Superbike Championship Series. New for 
1990: a redesigned engine, wider race-spec rear wheel, stainless-steel four- 
into-one exhaust system, and curved oil 

cooler. The 1990 GSX-R750. Try one on for $ SUZUKI. 
size soon at your nearest Suzuki dealer. The ride you've been waiting for™ 


For the name of your nearest Suzuki Motorcycle and ATV dealer call: 1-800-255-2550. 
Please ride safely. The Suzuki GSX-Rs are engineered for experienced riders. Read your owner's manual carefully. Always wear a helmel, eve 
protection, and protective riding apparel. Remember, riding and alcohol or drugs don't mix. Take a riding skills course. For the course nearest you 
call the Motorcycle Safety Foundation at 1-800-447.4700. Jamie James shown at Mid-Ohio. 1990 GSX-R750 available in January, 1990. 


_<$<—_ ee PO ene ae cere 


THE WORLD 
(CHAMPION IS 
WEARING 
REDWHITE& BLUE. 


